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Arab leaders congratulate 
Prince Hassan on son’s recovery 

AMIVIAN (J.T.) — HLs Royal Highness Crown Prince 
HasviJi on Sunday received cables and phone calls from 
Arab presidems and emirs as well as senior officiais con- 
gramlaUnp, him on ihe lecoveij* of His Royal Highness 
Prince Rashitl who had a car accidem last Friday. Cables 
and phooecalls came from Suilan Qahous Ben Saecd of 
Oman. Bahraini Emir .Sheikh Issa Ben Salman Al iChali- 
fah. Tunuiaii Pnr.sidem Zein Al Ahklinc Ben AN. Pales- 
linian Prisidcni Yas.scr .Arafai. Saudi Cn>wn Prince 
Abdullah Ben Abdul Aciz. Bahraini Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Is^a .Al Khalifah, Nlitroccan Crown 
Prince Sidi Mohaninuid and other senior .Arab ofnciid.s. 
Senior Jordaniun oiUcUtls anil digniutnes visited Prince 
l^shid at tile .A I Hussein .Medical Cemie. 
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Israeli rabbi calls on Syrians 
to return spy’s remains 

TEL AVIV lAFP} — Rahhi 0'..:Ji.: leader of 

Lirael’s ulir.i-Onhodos. Scph^irJic Si us has ealltd on 
Syiia to return ihc luinain.'. of a ;iuper.«py !:a;iued ir. S\ria in 
ISih?. an L,rjcli Jeput>' i.;iid Sunday. "Pabbs Ve.sser. whom 
1 inei on Sunday, believe^ that hy niakinE «ueh gesturc. 
PrcNidcni H.UC 2 v.tiuliJ di.i’A pnbiic .''pinion 

ihal her tlmIIj wuiuv peaec.^^ .,aiJ l_:rLX':ir Jcpa;> Sal.ih T;irif. 
.^!r. Taril relumed lo l>rdel on Friday jfier an utJpreeeJent- 
ed \vcek-!.>nc \iMl to Svria with a 5>.t-.>irone Jelesalion of 
lsraeli-Arah%. N]nv.aJ aeenl F.li Coi;f!5. ni-inaned to 
intlliniie the upper eehcl.in>. .;.l th * Smi.j; ila'.e -.‘.nd -pied for 
l^^acL V.J.X ii.mjeJ in j piihlie iiuare in r>.in!j-Jeu.N Je’?piic 
utirMuidc .ippe:ilx li>r elcm-.‘ne\ rron^ ?\'p-* Paul V i and the 
he:iJ> uf tlic Fretieli. Belgian .urJ C.’njJ::!ii U'.oemmeiii.*.. 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


Israeli Labour 
Parly on brink of 
bankruptcy — pres.s 

TFL .-WIV (ArP) — 
l.sruel's uppusition Labour 
P:trty has accumulated 
debts rtf some .$25 million 
and will have to make deep 
cuts in its staif and budget 
CO avert bankrupUry. 
jfcording to a report pub- 
ii.shed Sunday. The report- 
draua up for Labour by a 
urviup uf atiurncys and 
accountants and published 
in ihe Israeli press, said the 
piiny's operating budget 
V. O.S barely sufficient to pay 
iiuercst on its debts and 
covet the salaries and coses 
:u its Tel Aviv headquar- 
ters. Vinualiy no funds are 
left over for other political 
:i-.'t: cities, incltiding public- 
ity campaigns laigeiting 
ihe policies of Prime Min- 
ister Bcnyamin Netanyahu 
and his right-wing coali- 
tion government, the rep^ 
said, ft called for (he dis- 
missal of dozens of party 
emplowcs and other cosi- 
cuning measures. 

2 soldiers, policeman 
killed in Ibrkev 

ISTANBUL fR) — Kur- 
dish rebels have killed two 
soldiers in the southeast of 
Turkey, state-run Anatolian 
news agency said Sunday. 

It said two privates were 
killed when guerrillas of 
the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) opened fire on a 
•patrol in the baskale area of 
van province. It did not say 
when the attack took place. 
In a separate incident a 
policeman killed by 
unknown assailants after 
they stopped a minibus in 
.'he northern province of 
Ordu in the early hours of 
Sunday, the agency said. 
Media reports say armed, 
rebels of tlie PKK have 
moved into the area in 
recent months. 

Trial of Yemen 
'separatists’ goes 
behind dosed doors 

S.AN.AA (.AFP) — A panel 
judging IS former southern 
Yemeni leaders in absentia 
on charges of “treason” has I 
decided to take the trial i 
hchind closed doors to | 
allow the prosecutor to pre- 1 
sent secret documents. The | 
Sanaa court's presiding I 
judge, Jassar Mohammad | 
Saif, said at the end of a | 
hearing Sanmiay that from I 
the next day the bearings I 
would be closed until the I 
prosecutor winds up his I 
case. The evidence I 
includes “secret docu- I 
mems,” he said. A judicial I 
source said the documents | 
point to foreign backing of 1 
the May 1994 secession bid I 
by southern leaders. The 1 
defendants ' declared a 1, 
short-lived democratic 1 
republic of Yemen in the- 1 
.southern provinces. But I 
their attempt was crushed | 
by the noriheni army loyal 
lo President Ali Abdullah I 
Saleh. The trial started in 1 
.August 1996. I 

Thousands protest I 
new education I 
law in lUrkey I 

ISTANBLTL (AP) — 
Around 3,000 Islamic I 
demonstrator.^ marched in I 
downtown Istanbul Sunday | 
prolested a new law curb- I 
Ing religious education. I 
The measure was proposed 1 
by the staunchly secular I 
military, which sees reli- j 
gious schools as a breeding j 
^ound for fslamists. ft j 
was approved by parlia- j 
ment Saturday. “No to the j 
military junta. Freedom to 1 
education,” the demonstra- 
tors chanted, leaving a j 
mosque after noon prayers. I 
By increasing compulsory. I 
secular education Irom five 
to eight years, the new law I 
effectively shuts down the | 
first three years of religious J 
liigh schools. I 


Majali pledges free, fair 
and democratic elections 


.■ANfNtAN fPetra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Saiam 
Majali on Sunday pledged 
free, fair and JemoLTutic 
parliamentary elections aiHi 
called on all eligible Jordan- 
ian citizemk to e.xercise their 
richi in electing ibetr repre- 
scntuiives to the Lower 
House r>f Pailiamcni. 

In an interview with the 
Kuwaiti daily AJ Rai Al 
*.Anim. published today 
(Monday). Dr. Majali said 
elections w'ill take place in a 
free and democratic aimos- 
phere adding that the gov- 
ernment has taken the nec- 
essary measures to ensure 
its integrity. “Should the 
integrity of elections be con- 
tested, then the judiciary 
will have its final say,” he 
said. 

Od the possible boycott by 
the I.slamic Action Front 
(lAF) of the November 4 
elections. £>r. Majali said the 
government believes in dia- 
logue. freedom and partici- 
pation and is ready to 
engage in dialogue with any 
party or any is.sue of com- 
mon concern. 

On Jordan's relations with 


Israel. Dr. Majali .said Jor- 
dan has concluded several 
agreements with Israel and 
is committed to honour 
these agreements. However, 
if Israel fails to honour its 
commitments under the 
agreenieiK.s, then it will he 
held respon.sible for its fail- 
ure. Dr. Majali .said. 

The prime minister 
blamed the Israeli intrunsi- 
gem position for the dead- 
lock in the sudJed peace 
talks on the Palcstinion- 
Israeli tTdCk. 

On Jordan's role towards 
the resumption of peace 
toik-S. Dr. Majali said Jordan 
has been influential in end- 
ing the stalemate in Isracli- 
Palesiinian talks on Hebron, 
which resulted in an ugree- 
mem between Israel and the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA). under which 
Lsrael returned 80 per cent 
of the city of Hebron to the 
Palestinians. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan 
does not compete with 
Egypt, but complements 
Egypt's role, adding that 
Jofrian maintains continu- 
ous contact and coordina- 


tion with Egypt nn tlii.s and 
all i.ssues of common con- 
cern. 

On Jordan's relations with 
both Syria and Iraq. Dr. 
Majali said Jordan's relation 
with both counirie.s is good 
and based on mutual 
respect, even if diflerences 
in some views and piisiiions 
exist. 

On the future Jordanian- 
Palesiinian relations, the 
prime minister said it i.s pre- 
mature to talk about any 
kind of federation or con- 
federation between Jordan 
and Palestine right now-. 

However, when the Palcs- 
liniuiis regain their rights 
and establish their own state 
on their soil, we can talk 
abctui such issue, provided 
that both people.s are willing 
to engage in such relations. 

On Iruqi-Kuwaiti rela- 
tions, Dr. Majali said Jordan 
always .seefc.s to heal rifts 
among Arab brethren. Dr. 
Majali voiced hope that 
relations will be restored to 
normal between Iraq and 
Kuwait, and that the issue of 
Kuwaiti captives and miss- 
ing persons be settled ami- 


cably. 

On Jurdanion-Kuwaiii 
relations. Dr. Majali said 
they are returning to normal 
craduallv. nolins that air 

^ m w 

flights and po.stoJ .services 
have been resumed between 
both countries. 

Regarding relations with 
the other countries of the 
Gulf, Dr. Majali said Jordan 
maintains continuous con- 
tacts with these coumries 
and described relations with 
them as excellent. 

On inve.siment opportuni- 
ties for Gulf businessmen. 
Dr. Majali said Gulf busi- 
nessmen have already estab- 
lished investment projects in 
Jordon, and voiced hope that 
more Gulf ;md Arab invest- 
ments be made, utilising the 
present opportune invest- 
ment climate. 

On Jordan's position 
should Iraq attack Kuwait 
again. Dr. Majali dismissed 
this as impossible, saying 
that Jordan will stand firm 
by its position, which calls 
for non-interference in the 
intemai affairs of onv coun- 
try by force. 


Government, opposition discuss 
‘framework’ of future dialogue 


By Amy Henderson 
Special to tlie Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A first meeting 
between opposition parlies 
and the govemmenl yester- 
day to discuss the opposi- 
tion’s intention to boycott 
upcoming parliamentary 
elections bai^g conces- 
sions from the government 
on contentious political 
issues seemed to end incon- 
clusively. 

Leaders ftom the Muslim 
Brotberhood, the Islamic 
Action Front OAF) and the 
small op^sition party, Al 
Mustaq!^ (the Future), met 
with Deputy Prime Minister 
AbduRah Ensour during a 
90-minute meeting that 
focused on the “mechanism 
of the future dialogue,” said 
Abdul Latif ArabiyaL secre- 
tary general of the lAF, who 
represented the Islamist 
p:^ during the talks. 

Stafements from the LAF 
and the rest of (he opi^- 
tion, however, remained 
non-comminal over the 
meeting, an indication that 
yesterday's meeting was an 
assessment of positions. 

Dr. Arabiyat told the Jor- 
dan limes that the parties to 
the meeting did not discuss 


any of the opposition's 
demands in detail, but staled 
that the two sides had agreed 
on “several maners within 
the framework of dialogue.” 
A siatemeni released by 
the Muslim Brotherhood, the 
backbone of the boycott 
movement, said that the six 
opposition parties were pre- 
pared to enter a dialogue, 
provided that such a dia- 
logue would be uncondition- 
al and address all demands 
on the opposition’s agenda. 

‘‘We are now waiting for a 
call from Prime Minister 
Abdul Saiam Majali to begin 
a dialogue, which we expiect 
will begin sometime this 
week,” he said. 

He added that bis pai^ 
was still committed to its 
decision, but. he said, “we 
are bopieftil tbai we won’t 
have to boycott after we 
complete our discussions.” 
Dr. Ensour reftised to com- 
ment on the meeting and on 
the possibility of “uncondi- 
tiond dialogue.” 

“1 am not pirepared to 
make a statement on the dia- 
logue; and I do not intend to 
for some time.” he said. 

Yesterday's meeting was 
the culmination of ofricia! 
efforts initiated by Dr. 


Majali in late July to soften 
hardline stand.s on both sides 
after several opposition par- 
lies. led by the Muslim 
Brotherhood and the lAF. 
resolved to boycott the Nov, 
4 polling, throwing relations 
between the opposition and 
the government into crisis. 

The opposition's decision 
to boycott stems from their 
dissatisfaction with the one- 
man, one-vote electoral sys- 
tem; the flailing peace 
process: economic legisla- 
tion which they say opons 
the door to “the enemy '.s par- 
ticipation in the economy;” 
and dwindling political and 
personal freedoms exempli- 
fied in the government's 
issuance of amendments to 
the poess and publications 
law and strong words agaiast 
political pTarties and profes- 
sional associations. 

Although the boycott, ini- 
tiated in July, did not man- 
age to attract the entirety of 
the opposition camp — five 
opposition parties are still 
undecided as to whether or 
not to poiticipote in elections 
— it seems to be gaining 
ground. One pjarty, Al Mus- 
taqbal. headed by Suleiman 
Arur, gave its support to the 
boycott last week, and yes- 


terday, a pjetition of 93 signa- 
tures of independent citizens 
supporting the boycott was 
circulated to newspapiers for 
publication. Among the sig- 
natories were leading politi- 
cal personalities Taber Masri 
and Ahmad ObeidaL 

Last week. His M^est>* 
King Hussein urged the 
opposition, particularly the 
Islamists, to pKulicipate in 
the elections, stating that 
“their contribution to the 
democratic p>rocess is need- 
ed ro safeguard national 
interests,'' 

During an addres-S to a 
pnjblic rally in Ma’an, the 
King dismissed fears of eco- 
nomic domination by Israel 
and indicated that Jordon's 
poace treaty with that coun- 
try. signed by both Houses of 
Parliament, could nnt be a 
condition for the oprposl- 
tion's p>oitidp>ation in the 
elections. 

The King also linked the 
resolution of the Palestinian 
issue to (he elections law and 
said that “...until rights are 
restored and until those who 
wish to stay or leave the 
country make a decision and 
until we reach a stable and 
final solution, then we will 
ensure that equality reigns.” 


Egypt mUitary begins trial of 84 Islamists 


CAIRO (R) — Eighty-four 
suspiected militant Islamists 
went on trial in an Egyptian 
military court on Sunday 
charged with planning to 
assassinate public figures 
and stage attacks on the 
orders of an exUed leader, 
court sources said. 

It is the second military 
trial of mUitanis in as many 
months and brings the num- 
ber of members of Islamist 
group>s now on trial in army 
and state security courts in 
EgypK to 241. 

The defendants ■ in Sun- 
day's trial are alleged mem- 
bers of (he Islamic Jihad 
group, which is fighting to 
overthrow the government. 

TVvo of the defendants, 
Adel Abdul Meguid and 
Ahmad Ibrahim Sayed Naj- 
jar. are being tried in their 
absence because military 
prosecutors say they are 
awaiting to be granted px>lit- 
icat asylum in Britain. 


The two men are charged 
with sending money to 
Egypt to revive the activity 
of Islamic Jihad on the 
orders of Ayman Zawahri. 
the group's leader, who also 
lives abroad but it is not 
clear where. It is also 
unclear why Mr. Zawahri is 
not standing trial in the case. 

Many Islamic Jihad mem- 
bers were executed or 
imprisoned for their role in 
the assassination of Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat in 1981 . 

Egypt has often com- 
plained that Western coun- 
tries are sheltering fugitive 
militants who coordinate 
attacks wi± comrades back 
home in a bid to overthrow 
the government and set up a 
strict Islamist state. 

The military charge sheet 
against the other S2 defen- 
dants said the men had 
piacked a car with explosives 
and bad planned to blow it 
up at the busy Khan Khalili 


bazaar, a px)p)ular tourist 
destination in C!aiio, in order 
to damage Egypt's econo- 
my. 

the militants are also 
alleged to have bought arms 
and e.xpiosives in prepara- 
tion for attacks on p)ol ice- 
men and senior officials. 

They also face charges of 
belonging to an illegal anti- 
government group. 

The 82 defendants all 
pleaded not guilty'. The 
judge referred three of them 
to forensic doctors after they 
complained they had been 
tortured in prison. 

It is not yet clear what sen- 
tence the prosecution will 
ask for. The trial has been 
adjourned until Aug. 31. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in 1992 cleared the 
way for military courts to 
try civilians in a bid to nip in 
the bud a growing militant 
campaign to topple his gov- 
ernment. The courts, known 



Egyptian members of 
the Islamic Jihad group, 
stand behind bars dur- 
ing their military trial 
in Cairo Sunday (AFP 
photo) 

for their swift and harsh sen- 
tences. have sent dozens of 
militants to the gallows. 



Palestinian President Yasser .Arafat salutes his military' advisor Ghazi Mhana as 
he enters his office in the Gaza Strip Sunday. Mr. .Arafat rejected Israeli allega- 
tions that his planned 'national unity' talks with militant groups amounteoto 
'appeasement of terrorism' (Reuters' photo > 
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PNA plans gradual boycott of $9 
million-a-day in Israeli uroducts 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benvamin Neianvahii sent 

V m 

a personal envov to thank 
Palestinian President Y'a.ss- 
er .Arafat fvir Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
aid in tlndins the killers of 
an Israeli taxi driver. 
Israeli government sources 

w 

said Sunday . 

They said the envoy, 
Yitzhak -Molho. secretly 
met the Palestinian presi- 
dent in Gozu Saturday 
night. 

The sources said the men 
also discussed last week's 
peace shunle by U.S. 
envoy Dennis Ross and 
sanctions israei imposed 
on Palestinians after two 
suicide bombers killed 14 
people in a Jerusalem mar- 
ket on July 30. 

There was no immediate 
indication the meetins. the 
highest Israel i-PN -A con- 
tact since Mr. Ross' mis- 
sion, would lead to an eas- 
ing of the sanctions or to 
more vigorous Palestinian 
efforts on security wanted 
by Washington. 

Israel demanded Mr. 
Arafat arrest militants and 
crush the infrastructure of 


Israeli officsa! Is LciiidQ?! to probe 
double-suicide bombing — press 

TEL AVIV (R) — Lsrael's Shin 3ei Internal security ser- 
vice chief is in London to in\ estimate claims that last 
month's double suicide bombing in Jerusalem was carried 
out by Arab guerrillas based in Britain, the Sunday Tele- 
graph newspaper reported. It said Shin Bet's Ami .Ayalon 
was consulting with agents of Ml 5. its British counterpan. 
The Telegraph said hlr. Ayalon was investigating reports 
that the .suicide bombers entered Israel on British pass- 
ports and the attack might have been planned by Arabs 
based in London. .Another Israeli goverunieni official, 
who spoke on condition of ononyimiiy, could not com- 
ment on the newspt^r report but said that .since Ihe July 
30 bombing, in which 16 people including the attackers 
died, there had been discussion of Islamist militant activ- 
ity in Europe. "After the terrorist anack... there was some 
di.scussion here about oigunisaiions in Europe collecting 
monev for Hamas and Islamic Jihad.” the official said. 


Islamist groups after the dialogue with ali Pulestin- 

suicide attacks. It also ion group.s.'' Mr. Arafat 

sealed off Palestinian areas i,>|d reporters in Gaza, 

and froze millions of dol- -‘W'e are as Palestinians 
lars ot financial tnuisfers it complereiv committed to 
owes the PN-A. peace proce.s.> and at 

The Palesiiman presidem same lime « e are f.K- 
rejected Sunday Israel, j punishment 

I nnitv- "’s- Hr-«li oovem- 

pl£inn<fu ruitional uniiv ^ . 

talks with militant group.s meni, ^ Ajr. i-^alai said, 
amounted to "appeasement Saturday cited 

of lemari.sni." arre.si by lus forces ot 

"No doubt we are again.st three Palestinian car 

terrorist activities... but this thie'*e> who confessed to 

is a Pale.stinian interest :uid 

we are in.sisting to carry on (Continued on page 2) 


U.S. says Isr 
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WASHINGTON (Rj — 
Israel's delay in releasing 
funds to the Palestinian 
National .Authority (PN.A) 
after last month's suicide 
bomb attack was “unhelp- 
fur* to the peace process, die 
United States said Saturday. 

Israel withheld the tax 
money and customs duties 
after two Palestinians killed 
16 people at a Jenj.solein 
market on July 30. P:dcstin- 
ian leaders condemned the 
sanctions as collective pun- 
i.shmeiU. 

“We've indicated some of 
Israel's actions, for exam- 
ple. withholding the money, 
is unhelpful," ^Tiite House 
National Securitj' .Adviser 
Sandy Berger said in a tele- 
vision interview. 

The Palestinian cabinet 
is.sued a statement Saturday 
calling on Israel to live up to 
its pledges and reverse the 
crackdown imposed after 
the bombing. 

'“While the Israeli govern- 
ment says it is easing the 


siege measures, on the 
ground it is pressuring resi- 
dents and cutting off their 
earnings.” the siaiemeni 
said. 

In addition to freezing 
financial transfers to the 
PNA. Israel sealed the West 
Bank and Gaza after the 
attack. 

Mr. Berger said there was 
certainly no equation 
between setting off a bomb 
in a marketplace and Israel's 
actions. 

“One is terror, the other is 
a policy which we think i.s 
unhelpful to the peace 
process." he said on the 
CNN programme "Evans 
Novak." 

Mr. Berger urged Palestin- 
ian President Y'as.ser Arafat 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyumin Netanyahu to 
“take some step.s towards 
each other and restore a 
level of confidence” which 
he said had been substantial- 
ly and .seriously eroded. 

U.S. Secreiary of State 


Madeleine Albright plans a 
trip to the Middle East to 
focus on speeding israei I- 
Palesii Ilian peace talks, but 
N?r. Berger said no specific 
date had been set. 

Mrs. .Albright .said in a 
speech .August 6 she was 
prepared to go to the region 
provided progress was made 
ill improving the security 
.siiuailoii which had deicrio- 
rated over the past six 
monilis and culminated in 
the deadly July .^0 bombing. 

".She'll be going soon ... 
there's only two more weeks 
left ill August. But 1 would 
say she would be going 
soon.” Mr. fiercer told 
CNN. 

“We also have to have 
from the Palestinians a level 
of security cooperation with 
the Israelis that we have not 
seen yeL and diat is really 
indispensable to cettinc thi.s 
process going again,” he 
said. 
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Qaddoumi meete Syrian FM 
to prepare for Arafat’s visit 



Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq Sharaa (right) receives the head of the PLO's 
political department Farouk Qa^oumi Sunday in Damascus (AFP photo> 


PNA officials hold 

« 

talks, with Libyans 


Netanyahu envoy thanks 

Arafat for police action 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Senior Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
official Farouk Qaddoumi 
met with Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk AI Sharaa 
here Sunday to prepare a 
visit by Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat to 
Damascus, officials said. 

Mr. Qaddoumi , head of 
the PLO's political depart- 
ment. was quoted by the 
official Syrian news 
agency SANA a.s saying 
that his talks with Mr. 
Sharaa focused on the 
crumbling Middle East 
peace process. 

“Syria has no reserva- 
tions about a visit from 
Mr. Arafat. It has to be j 
we 1 1 -prepared." Mr. 

Qadoumi .said after the 
meeting. 

Palestinian sources in 
Damascus said on Satur- 
day that the two sides 
were trying to find a “con- 
venient dale” for Mr. 
Arafat's visit. 

Mr. Arafat last vi.sited 
Syria in July 1996 shortly 
after right-wing Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu look office in 
Israel. 

Syrian leaders fell out 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
Sunday demanded the 
same treatment as Libya 
from the Arab League, 
saying it also desen-es 
support from the organisa- 
tion for a lilting of interna- 
tional sanctions. 

“Why don't the Arab 
League and its secretary 
general ... remember Iraq, 
which has been under 
embargo for more than 
seven years?” asked Babel, 
a daily run by President 
Saddam Hussein's eldest 
son Uday. 

“We strongly support the 
[league's] project to ease 
the emba^o on Libya, and 
we will go further to 
demand its total lifting.” 
the paper said. 

Arab foreign ministers 
are set to agree in Septem- 
ber to defy an air and mili- 
tary embargo imposed on 
Libya in 1992 for iLs 
alleged support of lerror- 


wiih the Palestinian presi- 
dent when he sisned the 
Oslo autonomy accords 
with Israel in 1 993. accus- 
ing him of breaking Arab 
ranks. 

Israeli-Palestinian rela- 
tions have plummeted, 
however. .since Mr. 
Netanyahu came to power 
on u platform of slowing 
down the Oslo accords, 
prompting Mr. Arafat to 
.seek Arab backing. 


ism. an Aixib League offi- 
cial said last week. 

Under the plan. Arab 
countries would allow 
Libyan planes with gov- 
ernment officials on board- 
to overfly or land on their 
territory. Libyan humani- 
tarian nights would also be 
authorised. 

The U.N. imposed the 
limited sanctions on Libya 
after it refused to hand 
over to the U.S. or Britain 
two suspects in the 1988 
bombing of a U.S. airliner 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
that claimed 270 lives. 

Iraq has been under tight 
U.N. sanctions, including 
an embargo on its lifeline 
oil exports, since its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. It often complains 
of a lack of solidarity from 
Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid. 


Mr. Qaddoumi. a hard- 
line opponent of the 
autonomy accords, said in 
Damascus on Saturday 
that they. *'no longer exist” 
and that it is vital to 
”resume ties between 
Palestinian forces inside 
and outside the Palestinian 
territories.’' 

“We predicted the freeze 
in political negotiations 
' betw'een Israel and the 
Palestinians, and we now 


MANAMA (AP) — A 
government official said 
Sunday that a dissident 
lawyer, whose case has 
been raised by an Interna- 
tional Human Right.s 
Group, was getting proper 
medical care. 

On Saturday, the New 
York-based Human Rights 
.Watch, said Ahmed Sham- 
lan. 55. an outspoken 
opponent of the Bahraini 
government. wa.s prevent- 
ed from travelling to 
France on July 30 for med- 
ical treatment and vaca- 
tion. 

He then suffered a stroke 
the next day. human rights 
watch said in a statement 
received in Cairo. Egypt. 

The rights group .said it 
had sent a letter to 
Bahrain's ruler. Sheikh Isa 
Ben Salman AI Khalifa, 
asking his. government to 
“cease its hara.ssment of 
Mr. Shoinian for attempt- 
ing to exercise his rights to 
freedom of expression and 
opinion and to peaceful 
assembly and a.ssociation.” 

Asked to respond, a gov- 
ernment official .said that 
Mr. Shamlan "was receiv- 
ing full medical treatment 
a.s any Bahraini citizen 
sets.” 

He added, “his condition 
does not allow him to trav- 
el abroad right now.” 

The official spoke on 
condition his name not be 
used and declined further 
comment. 

Mr. Shamlan ‘s wife 
Fawzia told the AP Sunday 
that her husband was not 


have to reactivate the 
institutions of the Pale.s- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion.” he said, after talks 
with the radical Syrian- 
based Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of 
Palestine. 

He added that the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
“should leave the occu- 
pied territories to establish 
direct contacts with Arab 
leaders.” 


feeling well and that doc- 
tors had sufiuested he 
remain in bed. 

"He cannot talk, and just 
yesterday [Saturday | he 
began to walk lightly.” she 
.said. 

On Saturday Fawzia told 
the Associated Press that 
her husband had been 
going to France for a holi- 
day. She confirmed her 
husband ' had been barred 
from leaving the country 
but d^ied he was being 
harassed. 

Mr. Shamlan came to 
prominence Tor his role in 
collecting signature.^ for a 
petition, reportedly signed 
by 20.000 Bahrainis, that 
demands the restoration of 
the country's parliament. 
The ruling family dis- 
solved the assembly in 
1975. 

He has previously told 
the AP that the B^raini 
opposition movement was 
seeking freedom of .speech 
and the release of political 
pri.soners. 

A once-quiet island with 
a population of about 
600,CK)0, Bahrain has been 
shaken by a series of 
demonstraiion.s. rioLs and 
arson attacks .since 1994 
when activists of the Shiite 
- Muslim majority launched 
a campaign for democratic 
rule. 

The ruling AI Khalifa 
family, which belongs to 
the Sunni Muslim sect, has 
accused predominantly 
Shiite [ran of in.stisating 
the unrest. Iran has denied 
any involvement. 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian officials have 
vi.siied Libya as part of 
efforts to build relations 
between Colonel Muamer 
Qadhafi's regime and the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) of Yasser 
Arafat, officials. :^d Sun- 
day. 

The six-member delega- 
tion included officials 
from the PNA’s health, 
education, interior and 
finance ministries and dis- 
cussed cooperation in 
these fields with their 
Libyan counterparts. Mar- 
wan Kanafani. Mr. Arafat's 
spokesman said. 

The Palestinian team, led 
by Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) execu- 
tive committee member 
Zakaria Agha, left Libya 
Saturday after a one week 
visit.- Mr. Kanafani told 
Agence France Pres.se. 

He-.- said it wa.s Mr. 
Agha's second such mis- 


CAfRO (AP) — Egypt's 
interior mini.ster Saturday 
accu.sed an opposition 
newspaper of slander and 
took preliminary steps 
toward filing a suit, police 
sources .sqid. 

In a complaint to the 
attorney genetal‘.s office. 
Interior Minister Hassan 
Alfi charged that the news- 
paper AI Shaab ha.s 
defamed him In a series of 
articles that accuse him of 
using his position to ama.ss 
a fortune. 

The anicle.s also stale 
that he has business links 
to prisoners convicted of 
embezzlement and extor- 
tion, Mr. Alfi's com- 
plained. according to 
police sources, speaking 
on condition of anonymi- 
ty. 

Mr. AI AIfy ha.s previ- 
ously brought actions via 


KHARTOUM (AP) — 
Sudan’s foreign minister. 
All Osman Taha. said that 
the government's expect- 
ed talks this week with 
southern rebels have been 
postponed. 

Sudan '.s president. Lieu- 
tenant General Omar AI 
Bashir, told reporters dur- 
ing a visit to South Africa 
last week that he expected 
preparatory talks with the 
rebel Sudan People's Lib- 
eration Army (SPLA) to 
open Tuesday in the 
i^nyan capital Nairobi. 

But Mr. Taha announced 
on state-run television 
Saturday night that the 
talks have been put off. 

He said the Kenyan gov- 
ernment had given no rea- 


.sion to Libya in the past 
two months. 

‘The pu^)ose of the trip 
was to improve coopera- 
tion and develop good 
relations on all levels 
between the PNA and 
Libya." Mr. Kanafani said. 

The delegaliorr wa.s in 
Cairo Sunday and no fur- 
ther details were immedi- 
ately available about 
agreements they reached 
with their Libyan hosts. 

Mr. Qadh^. one of 
Israel's most Implacable 
foes, broke off ties with 
Mr. Arafat and expelled 
thousands of Palestinian 
workers from Libya in an 
angry reaction to the 1993 
peace agreement signed by 
the PLO with Israel. 

But Mr. Qadhafi and Mr. 
Arafat reconciled at an 
Arab summit la.st year in 
Cairo and Libya has since 
offered its help to the 
PNA. 


the interior ministry I 
again.st AI Shaab 's editor- I 
in-chief. Magdi Hu.s.sein. 

In one such case, still 
pending. Hu.ssein is 
accused of tarnishing the 
ministry's reputation and 
slandering its officials. 

La.st year, a court sen- 
tenced Hii.ssein to two 
years in prison and fined 
him S600 for libelling Mr. 
Alfi's tw'O sons. The sen- 
tence is on appeal. 

AI Shaab, the weekly 
newspaper of the Islamist- 
orientated Labour Party, 
has a circulation of 
1 30,000. 

In previou.s suiLs, Mr. 
Hussein has alleged that 
he has evidence of Mr. 
Alfi's corruption, but has 
been unable to produce it 
because be fs being sued 
by the ministry rather than 
the minister. 


son for the delay but noted 
that SPLA leaders have 
said they were not pre- 
pared to talk with the 
Sudanese government. 

The SPLA. headed by 
John Garang. has been 
fighting since 1983 for 
more independence for 
the south's animists and 
Christians from the Islam- 
ic north. 

The mainstream rebel 
group ha.s rejected peace 
overture.s from Mr. 
Bashir's government and 
pledged to fight until he is 
overthrown. Six break- 
away SPLA faction.s 
signed u treaty with Mr. 
Ba.shir'.s regime in April. 


(Continued from page 1) 

murdering an Israeli taxi 
driver in Jericho a.<: prwf 
that the PNA was working 
with Israeli police. 

Israeli police prai.sed 
Palestinian forces for 
apprehending the driver's 
klltefs, who received long 
prison terms in a summary 
trial, but Israeli officials 
said cooperation in a crimi- 
nal case could not replace a 
crackdown on ‘terror." 

One of Mr. Netanyahu's 
aide on Saturday criticised 
Mr. Arafat's outreaching to 
militant groups. 

“[Arafat] has been mak- 
ing agreements that llirt 
with the terrorist organisa- 
tions since the PIN] A was 
established. We don’t 
believe that this kind of 
appeasement of terrorism 
works," aide David Bar- 
Illan said. 

The PN.A, pointing to tri- 
lateral Israeli- PNA -U.S. 

security meetings arranged 
by Mr. Ross last week- says 
it is making “100 per cent 
effort” on security but 
refuses to take orders from 
Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu insists he 
will ea.se the sanction.s 
hand-in-hand with Palestin- 
ian measures against mili- 
tants. 

Meanwhile, the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA) vowed Sunday to 
gradually implement a boy- 
cott of Israeli products to 
counter Israel's impo.sition 
of travel bans and econom- 
ic sanctions. 

Israeli officials accused 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat of trying to divert 
attention from the security 
issue and the failure to take 
any measures against mili- 
tants blamed for a suicide 
bombing that claimed 16 
lives in Jerusalem on July 
.30. 

Hanan Ashrawi, PNA 
education PNA cabinet 
minister, said Israeli accu- 
sations about Palestinian 
inaction displayed “an atti- 
tude of blatant patronage 
and even racism." 

“We are not pas.sing an 
Israeli test. We are not sub- 
ject to Israeli evaluation," 
Dr. Ashrawi said in an 
interview. “We are not 
agents of Israeli security. 
We will not arrest people in 
accordance to Israeli 
demands." 

She said the Palestinians 
were “not willing to pay a 
price" for a visit by U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
warned that too much pres- 
sure could lead to an explo- 


sion of violence. . 

“No matter hovv much the 
United States or any other’ 

country tries to put pressure’ 

on the Palestinians, pm 
afraid that such pressurps 

will backfire," she said. 

Kbaled . Salam, 

Azat's economic adviser 
said an economic embargo 
would be implement 
.step-by-step after being 
approved by a nine-men? 
ber cabinet committee on 

Saturday nighL 
“We will start a gradual 
embargo of Israeli products 
because we want the Israeli 
producers to feel the effea 
of the closure, too,” Mr. 
Salam said. 

Palestinian officials at the 
Gaza border crossing .said 
they had not received any 
orders to prevent entry of 
Israeli goods Sunday. A 
trade ministry ofRcial said 
the embargo would initially 
apply to cigarettes, soft 
drinks, chocolate, cookies 
and other items “which 
could be replaced by Pales- 
tinian products.” 

Mr. Salam told reporters 
Saturday the PNA would 
contact Israeli business 
leaders, including the local 
makers of Pepsi and Coca 
Cola. He indicated they 
would face a boycott if they 
did not help put pre.vsure on 
Israel. 

The PNA .said about $9 
million daily of Israeli 
goods are imported into the 
West Bank and Gaza Sttip. 
Mr. Salam said the Pales- 
tinian side may stop coordi- 
nating truck movements in 
and out of Gaza as required 
under the 1994 Israel- 
Pale.stine Liberation Organ- 
isation (PLO) economic 
accords. 

Israeli Tourism Minister 
Moshe Katzav suggested 
the Israel-PLO agreement 
should be opened up for 
renegotiation because Mr. 
Arafet was not prepared to 
prevent terrorism. 

“We need to reopen Oslo 
to new discussions in order 
to advance the peace 
proces.s because the Pales- 
tinian Authority, does.ooi 
seem to understand what it 
agreed to,” Mr. Katzav said. 

After four days of inten- 
sive shutrlidg. U.S. envoy 
Dennis Ross returned to 
Washington, saying he was 
optimistic that security 
cooperation between Israel 
and the Palestinians had 
been restored and that Mr. 
Netanyahu would soon lift 
the sanctions. 

But so far there has been 
little movement from either 
side. 


^Criininal with 1,000 faces’ 
to be hanged in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — An Iranian man dubbed the “crim- 
inal with l.(X)0 faces” is to be hanged in public follow- 
ing his conviction for murder, rape, kidnapping and 
other charges, the government newspaper Iran reported 
Sunday. 

Ahmad Taghi-Abadi, 38. was convicted by a court in 
the southern city of Shiraz last week for a crime spree 
which took him to several cities using different identi- 
ties. the daily said. 


Iran police over one tonne of dn^ -7 ISN A 

TEHRAN (R) — Iranian police have seized more than one 
tonne of narctxics in the northeastern province of Khorasan. 
the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRN.A) said Sunday. In 
five separate busts, police confi.scated a total of 1.024 kilo- 
grammes of narcotics from 23 smugglers along with an 
unspecified number of firearms. Iran is a key transit route for 
drugs, mo-stiy opium from which heroin is made, being .smug- 
gled to Europe via Turkey from Afghanistan and Pakistan — 
the so-called “golden crescent" Tehran has said police seized 
175 tonnes of drugs in the Iranian year which ended on Mard) 
20. More than 1,000 people have been executed in Iran since a 
1989 law took effect imposing the death sentence for posses- 
sion of five-kilogramme of opium or 30 grammes of heroin. 


Iraq wants same 
treatment as Libya 
from Arab League 


Bahrain says dissident lawyer 
getting complete medical care 


Egyptian interior minister 
applies to sue newspaper 


Sudan says meeting 
with rebels postponed 
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■IORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773/JJ.19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 (2artoon.s 

15H)0 Gillene Spons Special 

15:30 Deep Water Haven 

16H)0 Animal Show 

16:30 .Ocean Ch) 

17:15 French Programmes 

IShOO News in French 

19:30 _J4ew.s Headline 

19i35 JMeighb<3uis 

20:00 .^.Comedy — Murphy 
Brown 

20d0 Babylon 5 

21:10 -Highiaiider 

22sOO News in English 

22:35 Emergency Room 

23:15 Homicide 


PRAYER TIMES 

04tS3 Fajr 

05:56 (Sunrise) Duha 

12:39. Dhuhr 

16 ; 18 l -Asr 

19:22 Maghreb 

20:46 *Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Marv of Nazareth Church 
SweifieK Tel. 81(1740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tei. 62459U 
Church of the Aimunication 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Tel. 6.37441). 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Ibra Sanrta Qmrcfa Tel 622366 
Ai^^can Church Tel. 652826. 
Armeman Cathofic Church Te^. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim OHircfa Tel. 77 1 75 1 . 
Amman InterTiatioiial Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S24328. 

(vennan-speaking EvungelicaL 
Congregation Tel. W.5457 
The Lattei^Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangetical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 81 1295 
Engllsh-hpeaking 
Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614 1 9i). 

WEATHER 

Bitlleiin suppliect by fhe Depart- 
menraf Meieorolngy 
Fine weather condirion.s will pre- 
vail with clouds appearig at low 
altitudes and winds westerly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly nioderaie 10 
active and seas calm. 


MiiL/Max. temp. 

AmmaiL 17/2.8 

Aqaba 24/36 

Deserts. 16/31 

Jordan VaJky 22/35 

Yesterday high temperatures: 
Amman 27. Aqaba 35 Humidity 
reading.s; Amman 51 per eent. 
Aqaba 42 percent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DLTTY 

AAflMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour ...750197 

Oc NidaJ AJ DahJeh 827195 

Dr. Sa'idTawliq 7SS285 

Dr. AfifShnkri 898863 

Finis pharmacy 6619 1 2 

Fertiows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy- .'.63 7055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Baldr .276852 

AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 


Dr. Ratib Atallah 994424 

Khali teh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre. 637 1 1 1 

Civil Delmx Dqxxtment 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630.341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Wice_ 19162 1 II 1. 637777 

Rre Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank .....775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel CompiainLs 6058(X) 

Price CompiainLs 661 176 

\VS 03 r SCSevAa;^CcR^kms .5/7167 
.Amman Municipality CompiainLs 

.7871 1 1 

Telephone Informarion (diiecioty 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Centia] Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaliTel. Repairs 661 lOl 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio JLirdan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680 1 (X) 

J. Elecuicily .Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co .......636381 

RJ night Information ..08-5.3200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Luzmib 630195 

Hici^rn MediaiJ Cbnoe 813813^2 

lOralidi Maternity. 64428 1;6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabai .Ammon Maiemiiy ...642362 

Malha.s. J. Amman .'...636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital -...S45845 

Ai-Mua.sher Hospital ....667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali .....666(26/37. 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....777 1 01/3 

Al-Bashir. — 775IH/26 

Army. Morka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zaruu Govt. Hospital 

(09)983-123 

Zarqa Naiional Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital..,.. (09)986732 
AI Hikma Modem Hospital 

^09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 


.(02)247100 


AQABA: 

Prirxre.s.s 

(03)314111 


•••••••••• 


Greek Caiholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafecs Hospiial 


Haya Hospital 


FORTHETOAVELLEl 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infiimuiTion is xuppUal hy 
Royal Jordanian (RJi in/hnnation 
department or the Qumi Alia Inier- 
naiiumd Airport Tel. 
when! h should tdways he xerified. 
Infimtuoion m other flights ewi he 
sullied on phone (M (527(XU. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordaxuan (RJ> Flights 

08:05 Damascus (RJ) 

08:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ ) 

10:20 Dubai. Ahu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:25 Beirut (RJ) 

15:25 Kuwait (RJ) 

)7:15 Cairn (RJ) 

17:30 London (RJ) 

17:40 New York. Atmterdam 
(RJ) 

19:30 — Casablanca. Tuni.s(RJ) 
19:55 Milan (RJ) 


22:15 Bangkok. Kuala Lumpur (RJ I 

01:00 Tunis (RJ) 

(13:35 — lakana. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Other Fl^ts 

13:45 Khartoum (SD) 

14:10 Mascai. Bahrain (GFj 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

16:50 Doha(QR) 

19:50 ......... -....Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:15 Dubai (EK) 

21:10 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

22:15 —Cairc* (MS') 

23 JO AUtenslOA) 

01:20 ....Amsterdam. Damascus (KLi 

Royal Wingg (RW) 

07:05 Tel Aviv (RW) 

08:25 Amman (QAIAmRW) 

09:15 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

10:50 Aqaba (RWi 

12:10 Amman iQAIA) (RW) 

13:00 Amman (Maika Airpott) 
(RW) 

22:20 Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RWj 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FI^ls 

06:35 Bciru((RJ) 

0^*10 Kuwoit(RJ) 


10:45 J4ilan(RI) 

11:55 ..Amster±im.Newyoflc(Ri) 
12:20 ..AmsteTdam. Chicago iRI) 

13:15 .Cairo (RJ) 

13:25 ..London (KJ) 

13-35 Frankfijri(W) 

17.-00 Tunis (add) (R/I 

21:45 Bahrain. Doha OW 

22:05 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 ...AI "Ain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

23:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

23:59 Damascas (RJ) 

Other fights 

06:15 IsianbuUTK) 

08:45 Beirut (M£) 

09:10 .London (BA) 

J5d)0 Bahrain (GF) 

15:00 Khartoum (SD) 

15:50 Vienna fOS) 

17-.50 Jk)ha(QR) 

21:10 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:15 Cairo (MS) 

23:55 Damascus. Pans (.4F) 

(G:30 Atnsteitiarn (KL) 

MK)0. Athens (OA) 

RoyalWii^ (RW) 

06JO Amman (Marka Airpoh) 
(RW> 

07:50 Tel Aviv (RW) 

08-.55 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

09:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

11:20 Aqaba tRW) 

12-MO ......Amman (QAJA)(RW) 

21:30 Amman (QAIAHRW) 

22:50 Aqaba (RW) 


festival 

at 

' ‘n Ara- 
emitled 


pat 

Na 

am 

the 

sqi 


• * 

Jer 

em 

cur. 




omen 


Hiad-Lara A 






'[l 

>i| 


n 






lis 


Home News 


I,. 

'^aiu. ■ 
'■. . Mr 

Jdvis^j 

uJ'S 

. I>eiiis 

"'"'f ., 

'^1 

tk ^'*t( 
«> ' M, 

ai ihf 
?"? ‘^d 

Jr , ,;, 

Jndav. j 

5* “! 

a iniiiaii, 
viii 

• '■•W.iir. 

. [^'poncr. 

'*f*UlLl 
-' lixij 

^nd C.Hi 

aied lit, 
cou if ,1^:, 
’renure,^, 

'• jboui <,<» 
'•d isndi 
i^d ini« ijt 
Sinr. 
^ hie, 
'i' ’P 

■vemcni , ;n 

as fcqtiijH^i 

• ^ 

:tion tlroja. 
ccfiniiim 

iTi Minijw 

•'UgK'iej 
a^ceiTuB 
Hcd up 
•i».iiu>c Ml 
prepared Lj 

'll. 

re-jpen (}V 
oti' in tmt 
liie pel; 
c ;he hli> 

; DrT 

bnd uk n 
K^[7a\ ;j>i 
• I'd UUfS- 

I'.i. en\™ 
reiurned im 

j; ^eeiini'. 

•! .'. .-en I'lJ 
-ililun.- ^ 
ihji 'i 

■ jlt! '\VD 

i:re ha* 9r: 

•: :V>>ir; 


-iRNA 


'7 -A 

,6f 




r 


...iiiiT r 


. . A'®*' 

.(l 

fXv-U'^- 
■■■■- • 

' \fc 

■ " , .iV 


>v\ 


% 1 -'>J 


VI?- 


if?' 

r-'-" K« 

:• V.Ald'^ 

irti 

'.|W' j 


Jordan Times, Monday, August IS, 1997 


D 



Princess Basma announces 
QAF decentralisation plans 


IRBID (Petra) — Queen 
Alia Fund for Social 
De^ c lopment ( Q API 
Chairperson HRH Princess 
Basina Sunday aiuiuunced 
that the fund has begun to 
apply decentralisation 
plans within both its 
depanments as wcU an pro- 
jects cunendi' in pn^ess 
aiound the country. 

Durine u tour in the Frbtd 
governoraie. the Princess 
described the decentralisa- 
tion programme as imple- 
mented within the fruroe- 
woric of a comprehensive 
plan to stimulate stxrial 
scrs'ice and community 
centre activities. 

TIk plan revises and 
appraise.s QAF social ser- 
vice procrammes and 
activities for local commu- 
nities in order to utilise 
available resources in the 
best possible manner, she 


said. 

Involvcineiil of QAF 
centre enipluyees in for- 
mulating decisions, 

streamlining bureaucracy, 
saving lime and effort and 
conducting itctiviiies with- 
in a wider margin of tlcxi- 
biliiy. that projects might 
be execured more nipidly, 
are key components of the 
plan. Princess Basma stat- 
ed. 

These additions will 
enable siafT to adapt their 
work to the development 
needs of their given local 
communities, she added. 

The new system will 
afford new opportunities 
(or training and rehabilitat- 
inc individuals, offering 
soft Iviuns that families in 
need might ioiiiaie 
income-generating busi- 
nesses to improve living 
standards, according to the 


Princess: 

The Queen /Mia Fund for 
Social Development will 
linuli.se new mechanisnis 
for the system's imple- 
mentation, concent rating 
on small businesses, 
before the end of this 
month, she confirmed. 

While die fund has been 
in cxi-stence for 20 years, it 
regularly revises its pro- 
grammes and projects in 
order to adapt to new 
trends and revise local 
community needs. Prin- 
cess Basma explained. 

An increase in poverty 
rales and iinemploymeni 
prompted the fund to 
undertake new measures in 
order to augment activities 
and bener offer communi- 
Ij' serx'ice, she added. 

Subsequent to visiting 
the QAF Social Services 
Centre and the Bushra 


Charitable Society. Prin- 
ccns Basma chaired a 
meeting to review volun- 
tary work. 

She announced a duna- 
lion of JD 2,0tK) to help the 
.society implement various 
projects. 

Irhid Governor Qaftan 
Mujafi briefed (he Princess 
on centre activities under- 
taken by. local women, its 
kindetganen unit and pro- 
duction projecLs. 

Princess Basma met with 
the centrc'.s women's com- 
mittee to review activities, 
before chairing a meeting 
of QAF Si^:ial Service 
Centre heads to discuss a 
progrunirac providing 
training to local women. 

During her tour's incep- 
tion, the Princess inaugu- 
rated a clinic and computer 
training centre, both head- 
ed by the fund. 


JRTVe signs agreement with UAE organisation 


.\Mi\lAN tPeira) ^ TTte 
Jordan Radio and Televi- 
sion Coiponiiion 

(JRTVC) Sunday signed 
un agreement with~ the 
Gulf Technical Institution 
(GTl) stipulating that the 
latter might utilise the 
facilities of the Jordan 
Company for Television. 
Radio and Ctoema 
duction to produce radio 
and television pro- 
grammes. 

The three-year agree- 
ment facilitates coopera- 


tion between Jordan and 
the United Arab Emirutc.s 
(UAE), notably (the city 
of) Dubai fur joint pro- 
gramme production, 
according to JRTVC 
Director General lh.san 
Rum7i. 

Hie agreement will 
encourage high-quality 
Arabic programmes and 
will aid Jordan in market- 
ing both media and artistic 
IH^uctinns to other Arab 
countries, he said. 

The two sides have 


pledged to produce joint 
programmes, concentrat- 
ing on those from Jordan, 
Mr. Rumzi .staled. 

The JTRVC director, 
who signed the accord 
with GTl Board Chairman 
Riyud Shueibi. described 
the agreement as expand- 
ing prospects for coopera- 
tion between the two 
countries and increasing 
opportunities for people 
interested in radio and 
television production. 

He .stated that the joint 


programmes will be pro- 
duct in two studios dur- 
ing an annual total of 50U 
hours for the next three 
years. 

Mr. Ramzi affirmed his 
expectation that prelimi- 
nary work will commence 
this week, however actual 
programme production is 
not expected to start 
before October. 

Minister of State for 
Information Affairs Samir 
Mutawi attended the sign- 
ing ceremony. 
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Indonesia fully supports King’s efforts for regional peace’ 


.AMMA^J ■ (Petra) — 
Indonesian Ambassador lo 
Jordan Eddy Sumantri 
Sunday affirmed that his 
country fully supports His 
Majes^ King Hussein's 
efforts to achieve peace 
and security in the Middle 
East. 

He stated his hope that 
Palestinians and Israelis 
would overcome the pre- 
sent deadlock in the peace 
process. 

In an iotervhw with Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra, 
to maik the 52nd aruuver- 
saiy of Indonesia's inde- 


pendence. the ambassador 
affirmed that Indonesia's 
refusal to recognise Israel 
until the latter's implemen- 
tation of all U.N. Security 
Council resolutions con- 
cerning Palestine as well 
as the withdrawal of forces 
from the occupied territo- 
ries. including Jerusalem. 

According to Mr. 
Sumantri, as in the past, 
Indonesian Muslims and 
Christians will not visit the 
holy sites in Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem until a compre- 
hensive and lasting peace 
has been establish^. 


Describing Indonesia's 
ties with Jordan as very 
strong in political, cultur^ 
and economic fields. Mr. 
Sumantri stated that 25 
Indonesian students cur- 
rently study at Jordanian 
universities and that more 
are expected in the near 
future. 

He reaffirmed his coun- 
try’s keenness to further 
bolster trade ties and 
increase the volume of 
exchanged goods and 
bilateral visits. 

Trade between the two 
countries last year reached 


S70 million, the ambas- 
sador confirmed. 

He stated that busi- 
nesspersons from Japan, 
Britain, and Taiwan have 
invested S92 billion in 
Indonesia, thereby raising 
the economic growth rate 
to an annual 8.2 per cenL 

Indonesia’s 200 million 
inhabitants continue to 
seek closer cooperation in 
economic, trade and cul- 
tural fields with various 
countries and regional, 
Islamic and imemaiional 
organisations, Mr. 

Sumantri concluded. 



’S GOING ON 


FUfi££S 

EIGHTH 

FE^IVAL 


♦ Play : ‘"Citizen ar 
Your Rj^'uesf ' (in Ara- 
bic) ax the main theatre 
at 9:00 p.nu ■ 

* ' Smninar entitled 


"‘Jordan and ihe Avail- 
.able Option” with . the’ 
participation of Salem 
NaWjas, Wasef Azar, 
and Ahmad Farhan at 
the church, miisram 
square at 6:30 p-.m. 

• • 

. * Exhibitions ' on 
Jerusalem, tourism, 
environment, agricul- 
ture, handicrafits as well 


as slides on Jordan’s 
touristic sites at &e fes- 
tival premises. 

LECTURE 

* “Birds of the Middle 
East” by Richard Porter 
at the Royal Society for 
the Conservation of 
Nature (RSCN) at the 
RSCN premises, above 


the* Civil Consumers 
Corporation store. 
Jubaiha at 5:00 p.m. 


* ‘Tslamic Bookbind- 
ing Exhibition** at the 
Bntish Council on 
Rainbow St, Jabal 
Amman, until Aug. 31. 


Foreip ministry adopts ownership programme 


.AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry- of Foreign 
Affairs has adopted a 
programme stipulating 
ownership of various 
buildings in which Jor- 
danian embassies are 
housed, according to 
Minister of Foreign 
.Affairs Fayez Tarawneh 
Sunday. 

Currently, the ministry 
owns only 30 per cent of 
the premises in which 
these embassies are 
located, but plans have 
been developed which 
stipulate total owner- 
ship. 

While briefing Prime 
Minister .Abdul Saiam 
Majali on his ministry's 
reform programmes. Dr. 
Tarawneh affirmed 
coordination with the 
Institute of Diplomacy. 

The institute. he 
e.xpluined. trains foreign 
ministry employees \o 
assume diplomatic 
posts. 

The Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs plans to log 
onto the Internet to 
acquire current informa- 
tion regarding events at 
home and abroad. Dr. 
Tarawneh explained. 
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Minister of Foreign Affairs Fayez Tarawneh briefs Prime Minister Abdul Salani 
Majali on his ministry's reform programmes (Petra phtitu) 


The premier requested 
that ministry officials 
call for periodic meet- 
ings between ambas- 
sadors and embassy 
staff with Jordanian 
communities living 
abroad. 

Reports covering eco- 
nomic and social devel- 
opment should be 


relaved to these 

m 

embassies which. Dr. 
.Majali affirmed, convey 
Jordan's image to the 
outside world. 

.Attaches workine in 

w 

foreign embassies 

shouhl communicate 
with the Kingdom's var- 
ious ministries. and 
government depan- 


nienis must coordinate 
with the Ministry of 
Foreign .Affairs whenev- 
er ihe\ send delegations 
abroad, he added. 

Heads of ministry 
departments, who aired 
their proposals regard- 
ing ongoing administra- 
tive reforms. also 
attended the meetine. 


International medical programme 
instituted at University of Jordan 


Bv Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Stuff Reporter 

AMMAN — University of 
Jordan Medical School 
officials Sunday announced 
an international programme 
for a B.S. Degree in Medi- 
cine and Surgery to vie with 
other medical schools both 
in the region and abroad. 

"Over the past 25 years, 
our faculty has maintained 
an excellent reputation 
worldwide, and w'e have 
graduated over 1,400 doc- 
tors who have proved them- 
selves in all levels and 
fields.'’ Dean of the Univer- 
sity of Jordan Medical 
School Mahmoud Abu 
Khaiaf asserted. 

At a press conference. Dr. 
Abu lOialaf stated that the 
faculty receives over 3,000 
applications annually and 


mostly from abroad, "how- 
ever, we can only accept 85 
students [as we] luck 
resources.” 

'*Our annual budget is JD 
2.S million, however this 
amount is insufficieni if we 
want to keep our faculty 
informed of updated global 
medical technology.” the 
dean said. 

However, through the 
implementation of the new 
programme, the faculty will 
receive over SI million 
annually which, according 
to Dr. Abu KbaJaf, will be 
allocated to update the fac- 
ulty's laboratorj' and 
library, to hire professors, 
offer additional training to 
existing staff, and to send 
delegations abroad. 

The programme will also 
facilitate the admission of 
increased Jordanian stu- 


denLs at the medical school 
over the next three years. 

"We accept 85 students 
annually. 90 per cent of 
whom are Jordanians.” Dr. 
.Abu Khaiaf told reponers. 
“Our plan is to increase the 
figure to 1 20 students.” 

He stated that, in order for 
the faculty to accommodate 
the new project, the school 
has newly hired 12 profes- 
sors. bringing the total 
number of instructors to 
132. with 56 working part- 
time. 

International applicants 
must be possessed of a 
tawjihi degree or its equiva- 
lent, with an overall aver- 
age of over 85 per cent, 
according to Dr. IGialaf. 

The main target countries 
for the programme are 
Malaysia, die United States 
and the Gulf, he added. 


International siiidcnl.s will 
pay SIO.tHJd annually for 
the first three years ot' 
study, and S17.IXK) annual- 

m 

ly for the last three, accord- 
ing to the dean. 

Jordanian and inter- 
national siudeiu.v. who are 
accepted on to the regular 
programme, will pay only 
JD 1 .00(1 each vear. Dr. Abu 

m 

Khaiaf. vvho is also the 
director of the Universitv of 

m 

Jordan hospital, stated. 

The faculty will accept 
onlv 50 students for the 

m 

new programme and "high 
priority will go to students 
w ith high grade point aver- 
ages.” he concluded. "This 
programme will not change 
any of our leaching meth- 
ods or acceptance and grad- 
uation policies.” 


Men suspected of plans to attack Israel 


By Rana Husseini 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Officials Sunday con- 
firmed the arrest of five men in 
Ruseifeh, near Zarqa, who were 
allegedly plotting to launch assaults 
against Israel. 

The five men, all Jordanians 
between the ages of 25 and 40, were 
arrested 10 days ago in the house of 
one of the suspects, an official source 
told the Jordan Times. 

He added that police found two hand 
grenades and a machine gun in the 
men’s possession. 

The five men were plotting to e.xe^ 
cute attacks during the month of 
Ramadan, and had planned to infil- 
trate Israel through Wadi Araba. in 
southern Jordan, the source added. 

A second official source confirmed 
that the five men are affiliated with 
the outlawed group, Bayat A1 Imam 
(pledge of allegiance to the leaden, of 


w'hich 10 members were convicted by 
the State Security Court last October 
on charges of attempted sabotage and 
lese niajeste. 

The ten men received prison lerms 
ranging from two years to life. They 
were arrested before carrying out any 
attack. 

Three other men who. were tried 
w’iih the some group w’ere acquitted by 
the State Security Court. 

One of the convicted men. Moham- 
mad Taher Mohammad, known also as 
Abu Mohammad A1 Maqdisi. was 
sentenced to 15 years incarceration 
and Judged by the prosecution as the 
group leader. 

In a 1996 magazine imerx'iew. Mr. 
A1 Maqdisi affirmed acquaintance 
with the four men involved in the 
November 1995 bombing in Riyadh. 
Saudi Arabia, which killed five Amer- 
icans and two Indian nadonais. < 

Prior to their beheading, the four 
men confessed that much of their 


actions stemmed from the influence of 
various Islamic militant leaders, 
including .Al Maqdisi. 

Bayat AI Imam followers believe 
only them.selves to be the true follow- 
ers of the Islamic faith and do nut 
attend mosque prayers or schools as 
they reject these systems. 

.According to the source. State Secu- 
rity Prosecutor Mahmoud Obeidat is 
still interrogating the five suspects, 
and will "probably end his inquiry in 
the ne.\t few weeks and refer them to 
the State Security Court." 

The source added that the five men 
will likely be charged with plotting 
subversion, belonging to an illegal 
organisation, and possession of iflegal 
weapons (e.xplosives) with illicit 
intent. 

The last count could carry the death 
penalty if the men are judged guilty by 
the State Securiiv Court. 


Women attend workshop to promote electoral leadership 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Approximately fifty women last week attend- 
ed a three-day workshop on promoting women’s leadership 
and undertaking campaign management for the 1997 par- 
liamentary elections. 

Seminar participants were addressed both as potential 

candidates and voters. , 

MaJak Nasser, who covered different methods of influ- 
encing a given voter’s choice, has nominated herself for 
legislative council elections in Palestine. 

Ms. Nasser also detailed the role of proper planning and 
preparation in an election campaign. 

Emad .Abdulhadi, who previously managed former Prime 
Minister Taher Masri's electoral campaign, discussed 
guidelines in designing election logos and pamphlets. 

Dr. Helml Sari, a professor of sociology at the University 
of Jordan, concluded the session by foci^ng on the elec- 
tion campaign as a means of commumcation. 

He concentrated on the media as a significant channel to 
be utilised bv candidates. However, he admonished that 
meriia should be used conscientiously as it could either “ 

“make or break" the nominee. 

Within rhiig session, topics such as the design of persua- 
sive slogans , and methods in which these -slogans conld be 
utilised in influencing public opinion, were also debated. 


This [workshop] will enable participants to design cam- 
paign slogans and successful messages.” Dr. Sari affirmed. 

Persuasive slogans are comprised of “one and two sided 
messages,” as well as creating messages which resonate on 
both an emotional and logical level. 

“We are training women to recognise when tit is appro- 
priate) to use an emotional slogan and when to use a logi- 
cal one,” Dr. Sari, who has managed various election cam- 
paigns. staled. “It all depends on the target audience and the 
social climate.” 

When addressing a specific audience, the candidate 
should determine the exact aims of her presentation. Dr. 
Sari asserted. 

The first five minutes of [a ^venl presentation are the 
most crucial, and public anenrion should be drawn to the 
speaker, be explained. Charisma, said Dr. Hilmi, is not the 
only way of gaining your audience's attention, but also the 
art of rhetoric. 

As for communication methods employed in electoral 
campaigns. Dr. Sari found that, up to 1993. the media was 
ineffective in influencing a voter's choice. 

“Triba^ affiliation played and still plays a major role in 
electing a nominee,” he said. “Media can play an effective 
role, as it does in countries such as the Untied States and 
England [in which places] voters do not have a precon- 
ceived image of the nominee.” 

“In Jordan, however, the role of communication is fairly 


weak as people depend on the personal information they 
[receive regarding] the candidate,” Dr. Sari maintained. 
“Those who nominate themselves in Jordan usually [enjoy 
some degree of public recognition]." 

In a study conducted on the role of communication meth- 
ods utilised in election campaigns, he found that although 
pamphlets and other communication methods have a limit- 
ed effect in Jordan, they play a stronger role in Egypt and 
Tunisia. 

During the session addressing the role of public speeches 
in electoral campaigns. Dr. Sari enumerated various skills 
required for presentations. 

One principle is “face-to-face communication." the most 
important channel in influencing people in the Arab World, 
he contended. 

This method can be implemented through round table 
discussions, open debates, conferences and workshops. 
This [actic was described as being influential as it gives the 
candidate a chance to introduce herself to the audience and 
detail her agenda. 

Assertive communication was emphasised as a way of 
exercising self control during debates and open dialogues. 
The sociologist asserted the importance of self-control in 
face-to-face communication as a given candidate tries to 
establish positive rapport with her audience. 

“During workshops held in Aqaba. Irbid, Zarqa, and 
Amman. 1 noticed women's increasing awareness includ- 


ing that of nominating themselves for elections.” Dr. .Sari 
told the Jordan Times. 

Women are quite prepared, in terms of voting or self- 
nomination. to design their slogans, and participate in the 
actual political campaign, he said. 

"1 feel that 1 have learnt a lot here. I [u:ls familitir uiih] 
many theories on how to implement election campaigns, 
but at this workshop we were given the chance to Jput these 
ideas into] practice.” Nadia Aloul. a workshop panicipani. 
told the Jordan Times. “Our trainers were speaking from 
their own personal experience as they hod either nominat- 
ed themselves or previously managed electoral cam- 
paigns." 

Ms. Aloul did however maintain her feeling that women 
are disadvantaged in the elections. 

The one-person, one- vote system does not give women 
the chance [for equitable competition], she stated. 

"1 had hoped that this system would change [in time for] 
the coming elections, but unfortunately conditions remain 
the same,” Ms. Aloul lamented. 

The workshop was organised by the Department of 
Women in Development at the Noor -A! Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF». This department works on expanding aware- 
ness of election law's and the role of the Jordanian woman 
in the 1997 parliamentaiy elections, both as nominees and 
as voters. 
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N. Koreans tearing out maize 


crop, prepare for the worst 


BEIJING (AFP) — Despe- 
rate North’ Koreans are tear- 
ing their devastated maize 
crop from the fields and 
digging trenches around 
rice" paddies to prevent that 
crop from being destroyed 
by late summer rains, a Red 
Cross representative said 
Sunday. 

“We saw people tearing 
the com stalks out of the 
fields, because 60 to 70 per 
cent of the crop has tvren 
ruined," said Jon Valfells. 
head of the Media Service 
for the IntemationaJ Fede- 
ration of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent societies. 

“They were also digging 
ditches around the fields so 
water from any heavy rain- 
falJ can run o^." he said in 
Beijing after a 10-day in.s- 
pection tour of North Korea. 

Sixty days without rain 
wiped out almost 70 percent 
or 1.5 million tonnes of 
starving North Korea’s 


maize crop this summer, 
according to World Food 
Programme surveys and the 
North Korean government. 

The continuing drought is 
also threatening to decimate 
the rice crop which is due 
for harvest in September, 
bringing further disaster to 
trouble-struck North Korea 
after two years of heavy 
flooding have left grain 
silos empty and the nation 
dependent on international 
aid. : , 

Lc^cal farmers told Mr. 
Val^Ils a further danger 
was' heavy rains around the 
end of August wliich nearly 
always followed periods of 
drought and could also 
destroy the rice crop. 

The IntemationaJ Federa- 
tion is distributing 10.000 
tonnes of grain a month to 
740.000 people, providing 
them with 450 grammes 
(15.75 ounces) of com or 
rice a day. 


Bur Mr. Valfells warned 
this amount was not enough 
to stop some people slip- 
ping into malnutrition, 
which is already widespread 
throughout the nation. 

“There was obvious mal- 
nutrition everywhere, espe- 
cially in industrial cities," 
he said after a tour north and 
south of the capital l^ong- 
yang, which took in the 
countryside and the cities of 
Kaesong. Wonson, Anju and 
Huichon. 

I "This is a silent, slow 
famine. People just disap- 
pear into their houses and 
lie silently," be said. 

In a hospital in the nortb- 
:m city of Huichon. Valfejls 
;aw a three-year old t>by 
^'bo weighed only six kilo- 
:nmmes . 

I Although the child had 
gained one kilogramme 
since admission, he should 
have weighed 15-16 kilo- 
grammes, according to hos- 


pital vice President, Cha Gl- 
ChoL 

North Korea has admitted 
to at least 100 child deaths 
so far but has refused to pro- 
vide nationwide figures. 

The U.N. Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) warned last 
week that an estimated 
80.000 children in North 
Korea were severely mal- 
nourished. 

Hospitals, which have no 
Western medicines and very 
linie food are forced to turn 
away all but the most seri- 
ous cases of malnutrition. 

“The saddest cases were 
children around the age of 
three who were conceived 
and bom as the floods and 
food shortages started," Mr. 
Valfells said 

“They have never had 
enough food and this will 
affect their mental and 
physical development. It 
will affect a whole genera- 
tion,” he warned. 
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The~ manager of a farm collective shows how high corn grows during a normal season in Hwangju, NorUi Korea. 
The com has reached onlv half its normal height, due to a severe drought in the region which has decimated crops 
and contributed to widespread food shortages in North Korea (Reuter photo) ^ 


Taleban protest U.S. ending of Afghan embassy ties 


KABUL (,R> — The Taleban 
authorities in Kabul have 
issued a protest against a 
decision by U.S. authorities 
to suspend contacts with the 
Afghan embassy in 
Washington. 

“Since the embassy of the 
Islamic State of Afghanistan 
has been in contact with the 
central government ( the 
Taleban) and was represent- 
ing to some extent ^e aims 
of the Islamic State, the 
Foreign Ministry' of the 
Islamic State does not con- 
sider this action fair or just 
and expresses its protest at 
this measure," the Taleban 
said in a note given to 
reporters in- Kabul Saturday. 

The United States Thurs- 
day gave the Afghan em- 
bassy in Washington one 
week to close down, saying 
it does not want to seem 
partial towards the funda- 
mentalist Taleban, who con- 
trol the Afghan capital. 

“The Department of State 
has decided to suspend tem- 
porarily operations at the 
Afghanistan embassy in 


Washington, effective Aug. 
2 1st," Slate Department 
spokesman. James Rubin 
told reporters in Washing- 
ton. 

“We concluded that the 
result of not taking ’this 
action would be that one 
represeniaiive of the Tale- 
ban would end up being in 
charge — that would send a 
signal that we were not neu- 
tral." he added. 

But the Taleban statement 
said that the Afgiian con- 
sulate in New York, which 
is still controUed by ofFicers 
loyal to the opposition oust- 
ed from Kabul last Septem- 
ber. remains open, calling 
into question the American 
claims of neutrality. 

“The suspension of the 
embassy in Washington 
while the consulate in New 
York, which is under the 
control of the opposition, 
continues to function, 
brings into question the 
claim of the United States 
of America to be neutral on 
the Afghan issue." It said. 

Mr. Rubin said that the 


Consulate in New York 
could stay open because it 
provides services to the Af- 
ghan-Araerican community. 

“We draw a distinction 
between the political func- 
tions performed in an 
embassy and the service 
functions performed at a 
consulate." he said. 

The Afghan embassy has 
had two senior diplomats in 
dispute over who represents 
the country. They are Seraj 
Jamal, nominated charge 
d'affaires by the TaJeb^. 
and former Charge 
D’affaires Yar Mohammad 
Mohabbat, an appointee of 
the old government. 

In May, the Taleban asked 
Mr. Mohabbat to give up his 
post in favor of Mr. Jamal, 
but the Suite Department 
has not accredited Mr. 
Jamal as his successor, an 
embassy source said. 

Mr. Rubin said the Afghan 
diplomats could stay in the 
United States as representa- 
tives of Afghan political 
factions, but they would 
lose their diplomatic immu- 


nity. I 

“If they want to stay and 
serve as a faction represen- 
ter. they would have to do it 
from some other place (out- 
side the embassy build- 
ing)," he added. . 

The Taleban controls two 
thirds of Afghanistan but 
are battling opposition for- 
ces who hold a large swathe 
of territory in the north of 
the country. 

Only three countries — 
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — have formally 
recognised the Taleban as 
the legitimate authorities in 
Afghanistan. Afghanistan's 
seat in the United Nations is 
occupied by a representa- 
tive of the opposition. 

Mostl. other nations say 
they are waiting for a deci- 
sion from the United Na- 
tions Accreditation Com- 
mittee on who should repre- 
sent Afghanistan. The com- 
mittee is expected to discuss 
the matter in October. 


China urges I Emerging drought becomes 


U.S. to lift threat to Asian economies 
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BEIJING (Rl — Beijing 
urged the United States 
Sunday to lift sanctions on 
sales of nuclear equipment 
and high-technology to 
China, saying the relaxation 
would help to cut the U.S. 
trade deficit. 

“There is a ‘shortcut' to 
quickly enlarge bilateral 
trade. That is to eliminate 
the exports sanctions 
towards China." the China 


Burmese junta jails opposition leader’s cousins 


RANGOON (.AFP) — Bur- 
ma's ruling junta amiounced 
Sunday that a special court 
had sentenced three cousins 
of pro-democracy leader 
Aung San Sun Kyi to long 
prison terms for alleged 
involvement in a U.S.- fund- 
ed terrorist con.spiracy. 

“Special court passes sen- 
tence for act of hjgh treason 
and association with unlaw- 
ful organisations.” blared 
the title of an information 
sheet distributed by militiuy 
authorities here which 
accused them to smuggling 
explosives and money to 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Cho Aung Than, a cousin 
and formerly a close per- 
sonal aide of the Nobel 
peace laureate, was sen- 
tenced along with his sister 
Nge Mama Than and her 
husband Myini Swe to 


terras of seven years under 
an emergency provisions 
act 

They were also given 
three years for unlawful 
association. 

Their associate Myo Aung 
Thant was sentenced to h'fe 
in prison for high u*eason in 
addition to identical terms 
of seven and three years. 

Lieutenant General Khin 
Nj’unt, first secretary of the 
military's ruling State Law 
and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC), present- 
ed the state's case against 
the defendants to the media 
at a news conference here in 
June, the statement said. 

The sentences were 
passed on Aug. 15. 

The statement charged the 
group were involved" in the 
smuggling of explosives 
and at least S85,(XI0 to 


Aung San Suu Kyi. who 
heads the National League 
for Democracy (NLD). 

They were also accused of 
association with pro-democ- 
racy organisations in exile. 

The National Coalition 
Government of Union of 
Burma (NCGUB), led by 
anotiier cousin of the NLD 
leader, Sein Win, was 
formed by victorious candi- 
dates who fled the country 
after 1990 parliamentary 
elections which were never 
ratified by the ruling junta. 

Aung San Suu K^'s NLD 
took more than eighty per 
cent of the seats in the only 
free elections to have been 
held since the military took 
power in 1962. 

The current junta was 
formed after a bloody 
crackdown on nationwide 
pro-democracy demonstra- 


tions in 19SS. 

SLORC has accused the 
NCGLIB, the ethnic Karen 
National Union and the 
Federation of Trade Unions 
of Burma of tecrorist activi- 
ties including a bombing in 
Ap^ at the house of Aray 
Chief of Staff Lieutenant 
General Tin Oo. which 
killed bis daughter. 

Representatives of the or- 
ganisations have dismissed 
tire accusations, saying they 
were part of the junta's cam- 
paign of repression against 
prcHderaocracy forces. 

U.S. officios said their, 
government has openly' 
funded assistance to refu- 
gees on die Uiai border who 
have fled Burmese military 
campaigns against ethnic 
minorities, and blasted 
charges of funding terror- 
ism as “an absolute lie." 


Japan nerve gas cult is regaining power — report 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Aum Supreme Truth 
Doomsday Cult, blamed for 
a 1995 nerve gas attack and', 
a number of other crimes, is? 
becoming more active as its 
membership increases, 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

The cult opened its new 
headquarters last month in 
Tokyo's downtown district 
of Shinjuku, where an esti- 
mated 50 members, includ- 
ing children, are believed to 
be living, the Sankei 
Sh'mibun said. 

“On Sundays, followers 
gather there. Sometimes, 
there ore more than 100 fol- 
lowers," a police official 
was quoted as saying. 

The Aum's previous head- 


quarters in Tokyo was shut 
down last year ^er the sect 
was declared bankrupt and 
had its official religious 
group status removed. 

The Sankei. quoting 
police sources, said the cult 
now has 2.000 followers 
and many of them are living 
in groups in some 200 
apartments across Japan. 
TTiere are also 12 branches 
and training centres, it said. 

The number of followers 
represents an increase from 
1.000 estimated by the gov- 
ernment late last year. 

Before the nerve gas 
attack on the Tokyo subway 
on March 20. 1995. which 
killed 12 people and injured 
several thousand com- 


muters, the cult had an esti- 
mated 10,000 members in 
Japan and 30,000 in Russia. 

The paper said many of 
the followers remained 
loyal to Guru Shoko Asa- 
hara, now on trial over the 
subway attack, ano&er sarin 
nerve gas attack in the cen- 
tral Japan city of Matsu- 
raoto and more than a dozen 
other crimes. 

“More than 90 per cent of 
the followers recognise the 
crimes committed by Asa- 
faara, but they have not 
abandoned their faith to the 
guru," Taro Takimoto, a 
lawyer assisting defecting 
members, was quoted as 
saying. 

“They still have the ide- 


alised image of Asahara in 
■their mind." 

The cult has also resumed 
its businesses, selling low- 
jniced computers at its two 
stores in Tokyo, the news- 
paper said. 

“They are saving their 
incomes. J fear that they are 
going to buy a piece of land 
somewhere to build a new 
colony," Mr. Takimoto was 
quoted as saying. 

In January this year, a 
legal panel turned down a 
government request to out- 
law the Aum, saying it was 
“impossible to find suffi- 
cient reason" to believe the 
cult could still be a threat to 
society. 




missing 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Three people were still missing 
late Saturday after rescuers spent 1 2 hours looking For the 
last of 1 1 tourists who vanished when a flash flood swept 
through an Arizona canyon, local officials said. 

Five bodies were found Friday, bringing to eight the num- 
ber recovered since the tragedy Tuesday. Search efforts 
were to resume early Sunday. 

Some 55 people were taking part in the search of 
Antelope Canyon near Lake Powell. 

Seven of the h'lkers were French, two were from the 
United States and one each from Britain and Sweden. All 
were reportedly between 18 and 35 years old. 


One survivor, a man identified as tour guide. Francisco 
Quintana, 28, was hospitalised and released. 

Drawing some 20,000 visitors a year. Antelope Canyon is 
located in Glen Canyon National Park some seven kilome- 
tres from Lake Powell on the Navajo Indian reservation. To 
reach the canyon floor, visitors must use a ladder. 

The canyon is three meiees (10 feet) across at its widest 
px)int and between IS and 20 metres deep. 

Authorities have said they have little hope of finding sur- 
vivors among the tourists, who had asked Mr. Quintana to 
take them down to the Antelope (2anyon floor for picture- 
taking. 


Daily Business Weekly 
quoted Zhou Shijian. an 
expert on Sino-U.S. ties, as 
saying. 

The U.S. trade deficit with 
China w'os estimated at 
SlO.5 billion in 1996 based 
on Chinese customs figures, 
and the lifting of sanctions 
could reduce that imbal- 
ance. he said. 

U.S. figures show the 
deficit with China was 
$39.5 billion last year and 
officials have forecast that 
could widen to $53 billion 
in 1997. 

“If the United States had 
removed the sanctions on 
high technology exports, 
wtuch are worth sever^ bil- 
lions each year, it is thus 
questionable who would be 
enjoying (he surplus." Mr. 
Zhou said. 

Mr. Zhou cited sanctions 
not only on exports of 
nuclear technology but on 
other high-technology 
items, such as electronics, 
digitally controlled machin- 
ery and electronic equip- 
ment 

The certification of a 1 985 
nuclear cooperation agree- 
ment is required before U.S. 
firms can sell nuclear power 
plants of fissile material to 
China as part of a bid to halt 
the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons to non-Weapons 
countries. 

Washington has also 
imposed sanctions on other 
items, including a ban on 
mititary sales. , since the 
1989 Tiananmen Square 
crackdown on student-led 
pro-democracy activists. 

“U.S. companies are com- 
petitive in both technology 
and, ‘price, but they lack 
these opportunities," Mr. 
Zhou said referring to the 
sanctions. 

Since 1989, Clhina has 
bought or contracted for 
about $8.0 billion of nuclear 
plants from France. $3.0 
billion from Canada and 
$4.0 billion from Russia. 
Mr. ^ou said, adding that 
China had plans to build 
more nuclear plants before 
2000 . 

U-.S. officials have said 
Washin^on was consider- 
ing the issue but was not yet 
ready to lift the stmctions. 

It was not known whether 
the i.ssue of sanctions would 
be raised when President 
Jiang Zemin makes a state 
visit to the United States in 
late October for the first 
such summit with a U.S. 
president at the White 
House since the 1989 
Tiananmen Square crack- 
dow-n. 


3AKART.A (R) — South 
East Asian countries, reel- 
ing under speculative 
anackjs on their currencies, 
now face a new threat to 
their largely agrarian eco- 
nomies from a drought de- 
veloping in the region. 

The arid .spell tightening 
its grip on the Indonesian 
archipelago is linked to the 
El Nino weather phenome- 
non. and threatens crops 
ranging from coffee to corn 
and cocoa, commodity 
traders said. 

“There has been no rain in 
Lampung for two months," 
a coffee trader from the key 
growing region in south 
Sumatra said at the week- 
end. 

In previous years, the area 
recei\*ed some rainfall dur- 
ing the dry season, he said, 
but “it's been particularly 
dry this year." 

Sugito Suwito. head of 
Indonesia's statistics bu- 
reau.- said on August 1 3 that 
the country's inflation rate 
could e.xceed the projected 
six per cent this year if the 
drought intensifies. 

An official from the Na- 
tional Meteorological and 
Geophysical Office said he 
had now been instructed by 
the govenunent not to re- 
lease weather forecasts to 
the media. 

Indonesian traders said 
coffee plants had begun to 
flower in Lampung and the 
flowering and fruiting 
process could be affected if 
the much-needed rains did 


also be affected. One trader 
said daily arrivals were 
presently half the usual 100 
tonnes. 

He said Indonesia's total 
agricultural production 
could decline this year if 
remedial measures were not 
taken. 

Public Works Minister 
Radinol Moochtor said the 
govenuuent was planning 
to step up artificial rain- 
making efforts to help fann- 
ers. He said more dams also 
would be built to store rain 
water until the next wet sea- 
son. expected after October. 

Meteorologists say the 
developing drought in 
Southeast Asia is connected 
to El Nino, a collection of 
exceptionally warm and 
long-lived currents in the 
Pacific Ocean off the coast 
of South America that 


not come on time. 

The situation is very much 
the same in south Sulawesi, 
the country's main cocoa 
growing area. 

“A few weeks ago, we had 
continuous rain that aborted 
some of the flowers. Now, 
u.'e are back again to the dry 
spell, and the flowering has 
to start all over again." one 
trader said. 

Traders said the com har- 
vest in east Java, set to peak 
towards November, could 


emeiges every two to seven 
years. 

The El Nino effect begins 
in the northern hemis- 
phere's summer and can last 
for as long as 22 months, 
bringing drought to some 
areas and storms and floods 
to others. 

The strongest El Nino this 
century', which peaked in 
the winter of 1982-83, is 
estimated to have caused at 
least $13 billion of damage 
world-wide. Scientists say 
the El Nino now forming 
promises to be as equally 
severe. 

The Philippines, fearing 
its worst drought in recent 
years, has dug hundreds of 
wells at farms around the 
country and i.s about to set 
up giant plastic sheets to 
catch rain water. 

Agriculture Depanment 
officials said rice and corn 
farmers, who suffered plan- 
ting delays because of 
sparse rains in recent 
weeks, have asked the gov- 
ernment to seed clouds to in 
a bid to produce rains. 

“Even the farmers' stand- 
ing crops have been affect- 
■ed by lack of ■water,” saud 


Wilfredo Cabesoti, chief 
the cloud-seeding opera- 
tions of the Bureau Of Soils 
and Water Management, 
said. 

But the government said it 
expected the full impoa of 
the El Nino to be felt on (be 
Philippines economy next 
year. 

The Philippine Weather 
Bureau said water levels in 
the country's five major 
dams had dipped below nor- 
mal levels because of be- 
low -average rainfall in 
recent months. 

In an advisoiy’ early this 
month, it said much ^ the 
country experienced little 
rain between April and July 
this year due to fewer than 
usual cyclones. 

In contrast, the sitn^on 
in Thailand appears to lie 
improving after a lack of 
rain earlier this year devas- 
tated the first com crop, 
forcing farmers to replaoL 

“Central and northern 
areas had been a concern for 
some time, but the amouitt 
of rainfall seems to have 
improved substantially,” a 
Thai weather forecast bu- 
reau official said. 

But he added: "Despite 
the improvement, the aver- 
age amount of rain in tbe 
central region is still lower 
than expected." 

Thailand is the world's 
largest rice exporter, and the 
staple is grown mainly in its 
central, northem and north- 
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eastern areas. 

It is also a leading interua- 
tional sugar exporter, but 
the domestic industry was 
divided on the impact of tbe 
dry' spell on tbe cane crop. 

Some officials said ^ 
least IS per cent of this 
year'.*? sugar harvest had 
been damaged because it 
lacked sufficient rain during 
a crucial development 
stage, but others said recent 
increased rainfall would 
help improve the situation. 


■•!i2Nfnj 

rf“i 


^•ih, 
^■n 1 
ih 
5«Gin*j 


k'l 


rhe 

Jk] 

:n 

wi. 

.A 

•Ail 

41 

mu 

ftrr 

n^L 

W!i 

uUl 

mn 

the 

A 

snu 

Li>n 

•AtJi 


Si 


■iic 


L'zl 

T 

no 


Karadzic ’s lawyers should contact 




U.N. tribunal in the Hague 


Bildt 
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SARAJEVO (AFP) — The former high 
civilian representative in Bosnia. Carl Bildt, 
was quoted Sunday as saying that lawyers 
of former Bosoiao Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic should contact the U.N. war 
crimes tribunal in the Hague. 

“I think it'.s time that the lawyers of 
Karadzic and (Bosnian Croat Dario) Kordic 
contacted officials at the ICTY 
(Internationa) Criminal Tribunal for the 
Former Yugoslavia)," Mr. Bildt told the 
pro-government newspaper Dnenvi Avaz. 

Kordic led the Bosnian Croats in some of 
the bloodiest fighting in the 43-monih war. 

“The best solution for the people accused 
of war crimes is to give themselves up vol- 
untarily 10 the ICTY so that they can be 
Judged. If they are innocent. a.s they are 
always stating, they have nothing to be 
afraid of." Mr. Bildt told the paper. 

Asked why Karadzic, who has intema- 
tionaJ arrest warranus out for him. has not 
been arrested yet. Mr. Bild said: “It's not 
just Karadzic. The question of war crimi- 
nals is a broad one and cannot be limited to 
a single criminaJ." 

“The international community has 
cro.ssed the rubicon with its action in 
Prijedor (northwest Bosnia). I wa.s sceptical 
because 1 wanted ‘operation Karadzic' to go 
ahead before that operation, and for 


Karadzic and other war criminals to be 
arrested in a military operation.” said Mr- 
Bildt. who now' lives in Sweden and bas 
been replaced in Bosnia by Spaniard Carlos 
Westendorp. 

Elite British troops operating under the 
auspices of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organistion (NATO) peacekeeping force 
SFOR swooped on two suspected war crirn- 
inaJs in the town of Prijedor on July 10. 

Former police chief, Simo Drijaca was 
shot dead in the raid, w hile, hospital direc- 
tor. Milan Kovacevic was detained without 
incident and later sent to the Hague to face 
trial. 

The operation led to speculation that 
NATO-led forces were preparing to snatch 
Karadzic, who is seen as a majos obstacle to 
the process of reconciliation between 
Bosnia's former warring factions. The 
Sunday Times in Loodou said Sunday.ihai a 
joint Briti.*,h. U.S. and French NATO force 
had been deployed in Bosnia Id seize 
Karadzic. 

It quoted military sources in Sarajevo as 
saying that a night time "airmobile inser- 
tion*' exercise carried out Wednesday in the 
mountains north of Pale, Karadzic's strong- 
hold, was widely seen as a dress rehearsal 
for die operation. 
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Hun Sen’s forces 

Cambodian opposition town 


A seven-storey building lies on hs side after collapsing in Bombay Sunday. Two people died and sevm people*were 
Injured. The three top storeys of the building were vacant, subst^tially reducing casualties (Reuter photo) 

2 killed, 4 trapped in India house collapse 


BOMBAY*(R) — Rescuers were searching Sunday for four 
people believed trapped in debris after a building collapsed 
in India's commercial capital, authorities said. 

‘Two people died. Seven were injured and admiued to 
hospital." a fire brigade official told Reuters. The seven- 
storey apartment block, in Bombay's northwestern Vile 
Parle suburb, collapsed late Saturday. 

The official said the upper three floors of the structure 
were vacant when it came crashing down just before mid- 
night. 

"We think there ore four more people trapped under- 


neath." he added. "Operations are underway to get them 
out." 

Many of Bombay's buildings are poorly maintained 
becau.se the city has frozen rents at 40-yeor-old levels and 
landlords have no financial incentive to maintain them. 
Weakened by winds and heavy rains in the mon.soons. 
dozens of them collapse each year. 

Civic officials estimate that more than 15.000 buildings in 
the city are in imminent danger of collapse because of poor 
maintenance. But many residents continue living there 
because they say they have nowhere else to go. 


CHUNG CHOM PASS (R) 
— Forces loyal to Cambo- 
dian .strongman Hun Sen 
pouiKled approaches to the 
border town of 0*.smach 
with morrar and arrillery 
fire Sunday as they closed 
in on die last niajor strong- 
hold of opposition royalist 
forces. 

At least 22 morrar rounds 
and nine artillery .shells 
landed in the town's out- 
skirts during die morning 
and the Thai army had been 
moved to full alert in, case 
the flghting or shelling 
iqsilled across the Thai bor- 
der. a Thai army comman- 
der .said. 

Defending royalist troops 
had order^ civilians to 
remain in their houses or in 
bunkers and the number of 
ca.sualties in the toivn was 
not immediately known, he 
said. 

In the Cambodian capital 
Phnom Penh. General Meas 
Sophea. who heads fighting 
operations, said government 
troops had advanced to 


wicbtn 2-.? Idlometnss' of 
O'smach. 

“We are 2-3 kilometres 
from O'smach, but because 
of the density of land mines 
and booby traps in the area: 
it is difficult to take O's- 
mach.'* be told Reuters. 

Another military ofticia) 
in Hinom Penh .said the 
government was pressing its 
advance with infantry but 
no tanks or heavy equi(>: 
ment due to the temiin. 
Fibin Cambodia. acces.s to 
O'smach i.s via a steep dirt 
rood and the surrounding 
area is jun^e. 

Twelve injured govem- 
mrat soldiers were flown to 
the Siem Reap military ho.s- 
pital 60 kilomeoes to the 
south of O'smach Sunday. - 

Three were -wounded by 
mines, three by artillery and 
four by grenade launchers, 
hospital officials said. . 

A colonel in Siem Reap 
said about 5,0(X) govern- 
ment troop.s were now.in the 
O'smach area and a further 
five divisions were ..in 


Samrong^ 40 kilometre.s 

south of O'smach. - 

Goveminent troops had 
surrounded O'sih^h. and 
controlled all but the town 
and a narrow corridor fiom 
O'smach toward the head- 
quarters of- the once fea^ 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla 
movement Anlong Vimg 
about 50 kilometres to the 
east, he said. 

nie ; much weakened 
Khmer Rouge have .sent 
tixx^.v to reinforce royali^ 
po.sitioas ‘m O'smach. They 
fear capture of the town by 
Hun ^n's forces would 
give the governmetit an eas- 
ier advance - toward their 
ba.se of Anlong Veng. Thai 
army .sources said. 

The number of Cambo- 
dian civilians crowding -at; 
the Thai border in -the hope 
of fleeing the fighting h^ 
dwindled to a reW dozen 
following the order by ‘roy- 
al Lst comrnanders for ciyil- 
iuTLs to stay at home. 

"They (the foyali.sLs) 
might ask to let the civilians 


cros.s tonight but-not in day- 
fighu It is tod embanu-tsing 
for ihem—thcy have been 
told to stay away Cne 
•cameras.'^ .said one Thai 
commander ar the border. - 
• On Saturday ..hundreds P‘ 
ragged families .carrying 
cbeir posses.sibns crowded 
around the baited wired 
bprefer gales hoping lo cn>.w 
into /Thailand. The TTiais 
have promised to let them in 
if thje situation worsens. 

- Atoot 75 .scared dvilian.^ 
anempting to cross the bor- 
der through surrounding, 
jungle late pri Saturday had 
been .sent, tock to .Cambo- 
duL Thai troops said. 

L Prince Ran^ddh’s tbn^ 
. have been defending dwin- 
_dling pockets of territory in 
the country's northwest 
.since Mr. Hun Sen seized 
power after two days- -of 
biobefy fighting.in- l^hom 
Penh on July . 5-6. The two 
were formerly c6-prerniers 
in a shaky coalition govern- 


ment. 


Shuttle 

crew 


Fighting in northeastern Sri Lanka kills 11 capture 


COLOMBO (R) — Figh- 
ting between government 
troops and Tamil Tiger sep- 
aratists in northeastern Sri 
Lanka killed at least 1 1 peo- 
ple. including four soldiers, 
the Defence Ministry said 
Sunday. 

The soldiers were killed 
when Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) rebels 
attacked a military point at 
Uyilankulam village in 
northwestern Mannar dis- 
trict Saturday, a ministry 
.statement said. 

Rebel radio intercepted by 
the military had indic-iited 


four separatists were killed 
and 1 1 wounded, the state- 
ment added. 

Four soldiers were also 
wounded in the attack, 
which occurred some 220 
kilometres north of the cap- 
ital. Colombo. 

Three rebels were also 
killed in northern Jafthu 
Peninsula in two separate 
confrontations with troops 
Saturday, the ministry said. 

Meanwhile Sri Lankan 
Air Force, facing an acute 
shonage of pilots, plans to 
bring in women to mainly 
fly its transport aircraft. 


military officials said Sun- 
day. 

They said the Sri Lanka 
Air Force (SLAF) was like- 
ly tu recruit women pilots 
by the end of this year. 

Officials said the SLAF 
had 160 pilots to fly its Kfir 
and Pucaru warplanes, heli- 
copter gunships and trans- 
port aircraft. 

But it needed another iOO 
pilots by next year. Air 
Force Chief Oliver Runu- 
singhe was quoted as saying 
by the state-owned Sunday 
Observer newspaper. 

Sri Lanka's tiny air force 


has last several warplanes 
and helicopter gunships this 
year in combat operations 
against the Liberation Ti- 
gers ofThmil Eelam (LTTE). 

The LTTE are fighting for a 
separate homeland for minor- 
ity TomiLs in the Indian 
Ocean island's north and east. 

The government says 
more than 50.000 people 
have been killed in the war. 
now in its I5th year. LTTE 
claim the toll is higher. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the LTTE on 
the latest attacks. 


Peru guerrillas reportedly kidnap 29 oU workers 


LIMA (R) — Guerrillas 
from Peru's Maoist Shining 
Path Movement have kid- 
napp^ 29 oil workers — 
possibly including .some fo- 
feigners — in a remote jun- 
gle zone, police sources said 
Sunday. 

The opposition daily La 
Republica reported in an 
early edition that a heavily 
armed rebel band Friday 
captured the workers — 
who were empipyed by 
local exploration 'company 
CGG working for French 
oil giant ELF ELFP.PA — 
in die Riverine zone of 
Peru's central jungle. 

A national police source 
in (he regional capital of 
Huancayo confirmed to 
Reuters that he had received 
a report from officials on 
the spot that between 50 or 
60 Shining Path rebels had 


kidnapped up to 30 work- 
ers. 

"According to the report, 
the terrori.sts threatened 
them. Some of the workers 
didn't want to go with them, 
so they beat them." he said 
in a telephone interview, 
adding that army patrols 
were .sweeping the area in 
.search of the hostages. 

A joumali.si in the zone, 
who asked not to be named, 
told Reuters in a phone 
interview that he had con- 
firmed the kidnapping w-ith 
natives living nearby who 
witnessed it. and wi^ local 
authorities. "It seems Shi- 
ning Path has taken the 
workers to a secret prison in 
the jungle." he said. 

An anti-tenrori.st police 
source, al.so in Huancayo. 
confirmed that 29 or 30 
workers had been reported 


kidnapped, and that army 
helicopters were searching 
for them Saturday. 

"The information we have 
is that it is Sendero — the 
attackers were shouting 
'long -live Sendero' — al- 
though the zone is normally 
used by the MRTA," he said 
in a phone interview, refer- 
ring to Peru's smaller guer- 
rilla movement the Tupac 
Amaru Revofuiionaiy 
Movement. “We are investi- 
gating. but it is very diffi- 
cult because the terrori.sts 
have their hideouts under- 
ground." 

Shining Path and the 
MRTA have been highly 
active in the den.se and iso- 
lated jungle area mainly 
populated by Ashaninka 
indian.s. throughout their 
17-year war on the state. 
Anti-terrorisi police sources 


have said remnants of both 
groups — .severely reduced 
in recent years as a re.sult of 
a government oflensive — 
were hiding in the zone. 

The MRTA won world 
notoriety in December 1996 
with the kidnapping of hun- 
dreds of gue.sts at a Japa- 
nese Embassy Party. They 
held 72 of their highest-pro- 
file hostages for 126 ^ys 
until Peru's military 
stormed the amhas.sadur's 
residence, killing the 14 
rebels and freeing alive all 
but one of the captives. 

Overshadowed by the 
hostage crisis. Shining Path 
had been conceianaing on 
regrouping forces and peas- 
ant education work, accord- 
ing to police. It was unclear 
what motives the kidnap- 
ping had. 


Tajik troops seek to block warlord’s escape route 

DUSHANBE (AFP) — Go- 
vernment troops were Sun- 
day heading towards the 
camp of Tajik warlord Colo- 
nel Makhmud Khudoberdi- 
yev with a mission to pre- 
vent his rebels fleeing into 
Uzbekistan or Afghanistan, 
government military .sour- 
ces said. 

Col. Khudoberdiyev was 
stripped of his command 
We^esday following an 
aborted advance on the ca- 
pital. 

However the warlord, an 
ethnic Uzbek, refused to 
relinquish command of his 
elite armoured brigade, and 
left with his .soldiers to :^t 
up a fortified camp in the 
iDOUntaitl-s not far from the 


Uzbek and Afghan borders. 

The rebels .say rhey have 
no intention of fleeing the 
country. 

On ^lurday. they threat- 
ened to "fight to the bitter 
end" as government forces 
occupied their former main 
base which they have aban- 
doned. 

International bodies inclu- 
ding the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe! OSCE) and aid 
agencies evacuated their 
personnel from the region 
Saturday evening, the In- 
terfax agency reported. 

A presidential spokesman 
said Col. Khudoberdiyev. 
who i.s the main warlord in 
southwestern Tajikistan, 


had set up his new head- 
quarters at die Pakhtakor 
Collective Farm. 40 kilome- 
tres from the Tajik-Uzbek 
border. 

Government troops 

pushed Col. Khudoberdi- 
yev's forces back to their 
stronghold at Kurgan- 
Tyube. 100 kilometres .south 
of Dushanbe, after the war- 
lord '.s forces had advanced 
on the capital on July 9. 

By Wednesday Col. Khu- 
doberdiyev had agreed to 
hall his advance and return 
the brigade to its base. 

Col. Khudoberdiyev was a 
commander in the Popular 
Front which brought Emo- 
mali Rakhmonov to power 
in Dushanbe in 1992. eject- 


ing a government of democ- 
ratic and Islamic ftHces. 

He then took die 

five-year civil war against 
the Islamic guerrilias exiled 
in neighbouring Afghanis- 
tan and his rebellion this 
week appeared to be partly 
in protest at a recent peace 
accord signed between Mr. 
Rakhmonov and the Islamic 
opposition. 

A miliiaiy official in Du- 
shanbe quoted by ITAR- 
TASS said that Col. Khudo- 
berdiyev was being joined 
by up to 5(X} foilowen; of 
Yakub Salimov. the former 
customs chief whose forces 
clashed with goveminent 
troops in Dushanbe last 
weekend. 


Last two TWA 800 victims identified 


SW YORK IRJ — The 
»t two victims of the 
jsh of TWA flight 8(X). 
lich killed all 2.10 peo- 
i aboard, have been 
mtified. the Suffolk 
)unty. N.Y., Medical 
laminer's Office said 
tunday. 

l has taken forensic sci- 
more than a year lb 
mplete the painstaking 
;k of identifying the 


remains of the victims 
through DNA analysis. 

The two victims were 
Janet O'Hara. .19. of 
Irvington. N.Y., and Jean 
Jacques Zara, 58. a French 
government .scienti.st. 
O'Hara's husband Jack 
O’Hara, a former execu- 
tive producer of ABC TV 
spoils arid their 14-year- 
old daughter also were 
killed in the crash. They 


were identified last year. 

The families of both vic- 
tims were notified of the 
identification two days 
ago. offidaLs said. 

The Boeing 747 explod- 
ed in mid-air II minutes 
after taking off from New 
York for Paris on July 17. 
1996. and plunged into the. 
Atlantic- Ocean off .New 
York's Long Island. 

Officials from the 


National Transportation 
Safety Board and the 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation say they are 
still considering three pos- 
sible causes for the ciiLsh 
— a bomb, a missile or 
mechanical failure. The 
FBI has .said, however, 
that no evidence ba.s been 
found so far ttr intftcate 
that a criminal act IxtMighl 
down the plane. 


satellite 

CAPE CANAVERAL (R) 
— The Space Shuttle DLs- 
coveiy picked up a free fly- 
ing satellite on Saturday, 
ending a nine day bealtii 
check on earth's atmos- 
phere. 

The satellite, named 
Crista-Spas, was plucked 
ftom orbit by the .shuttle's 
60-foot long robot anu at 
I5I.3 GMT. as the two craft 
.soared 296 kilometres 
above the Pacific, north of 
New Zealand. 

“Good job-.' Discovery." 
mission control's Ellen 
Ochoa .said. “Congratula- 
tions on a very smoothly 
rendezvoas and gnqjple." 

“Crista's done a fantastic 
job and we're proud to 
cany her." Mission Com- 
mander Cun Brown said 
later. 

Astronaut Jan Davis, 
operating the robot arm. 
then gently luweied the 
7.(XX)-puund spacecraft into 
its benh in the shuttle's 
cargo bay. 

Gennan-built satel- 
lite. which was released by 
the astronauLs last week, 
has been probing earth's 
atmosphere to team more 
about the depletion of the 
ozone layer. 

The mission's scientists 
sakl they were delighted 
with the early results from 
Crista-Spas. 

The satellite's two main 
instruments made nearly 
50.(X)0 atmospheric obser- 
vations at altitudes ranging 
from 4.3 to 7 to 185 Wlo- 
meties. 

"It was simply an abso- 
lute success." said Klaus 
Grossmann tiie Univer- 
.sity of Wuppertal Germany. 

The spacecraft's most 
surprising finding was evi- 
dence of much more water 
vapour in the uppo- atmos- 
phere than scientists h«i 
expected. Ibe results seem 
to back a controvosial the- 
ory that the earth is being 
bombarded by bouse-sized, 
water-laden ernnets thou- 
sands of times a day. 

“In the .sense of going 
exploring and finding a 
gold mine. I have to say 1 
tiiink we found it,” scientist 
Robert Conway of the 
Naval Research Laboratory 
.said. 

The only disappointment 
was that the shut's power 
reserves would not allow an 
extra day of obs^ations, 
the researchers told a news 
conference. 

'The scientists were eager 
to get their haiKLs on die 
data recorded aboard the 
(Spacecraft. Only a fraction 
of its atmospheric measure- 
ments were transmitted to 
the ground. 

About 30 gigabytes of 
information are stored on 
the spacecraft's recorders, 
enou^ to -fill about half a 
tonne of computer floppy 
disks. Mr. Conway said. 


Hundreds of weeping Pakistanis attend 
renowned singer’s funeral prayers 


LAHORE (AFP) — Hund- 
reds of weeping people at- 
tended funeral prayers Sun- 
day for renowr^ Pakistani 
singer. Nusrat Fateh AU 
Kim. whose body was 
flown here from London 
amid emotional scenes. 

"Almost everyone had 
tears in his eyes." both at the 
moi^ue and Lahore Airport 
a witness .said. 

Among those unending the 
funeral prayers at the Data 
Daibar Mosque were the go- 
vernor of Punjab province. 
Shahid Hamid. Chief Minis- 
ter Shahbaz Sharif, and top 
government official.s. 

Khan's fens earlier gath- 
ered at the airport as the cof- 
fin was hand^ over to his 
close relative* including 
brother Farrukh Fateh Ali 
Khan and ah M-year-old 
adopted daughter Nida. 

Khan, 49. died of a heart 
attack Saturday at Cromwell 
Hospital in London where 
he was undergoing treatment 
for liver and kidney ail- 
ments. his family .said. 

He will be buried in the 
family graveyard at Fai.sala- 
bad. 140 kilometre.s we.si of 
here late Sunday. 

A songwriter, musicologist 
and teacher. Nusrat was con- 
sidered to have revived mu- 
sic in Pakistan through a mix 
of Techno and 'QawwuU'. a 
form of devotional singing 
popular in the Mib-contineni 
at shrines of Muslim saints. 

Scraes of the late .singer'.s 
pupils present at the airport 
burst into tears as the body 
was taken out of the Lahore 
International Airport in an 
ambulance for Islamic 
funeral prayera People trav-. 



Nusrat Fateh Ali Khiah 


elling in curs, motorcycl 
and vans accompanied the 
ambuluj^ as a pull of gloom 
descended bh music lovers in 
the countiy soon after the 
news of Khan's dcathT 

The All Pakistan Musi- 
cians As.socialion has 4ec- 
lared a ihree-day mounting 
period and announced there 
will be no recording of-any 
mu.sic pro g ram nies during 
that time in memory of 
Nusrat Fareh Aii Khan. 

The . intemationally ac- 
claimed singer had been 
honoured in Pakistan and 
ateoad. 

Khan was also immen.%ly . 
pc^ufar in India where he 
held concerts and record^ 
.songs for many Hindi films. 

The winner of Pride of 
Performance medal in Pakis- 
tan. Khan received the U.N. 
Educational Scientific And 
Cultural Organistuion award 
for his work in 1995. 

He introduced the an of. 
■Qawwair. a retiderir^ of 
hymns witii music, in Eu- 
rope. die United States and 
Japan. He retained the touch 
of sobriety and dignity in the 


my. Stic poetry while blending 
: Westerii and Eastern music. 

■ After- the Islamic prayers 
;aL -Data X3tefbflr Mosque. 
-. Khan's: body was • taken to 
Che national moiiutnent Mir 
nar-e-Pakistan in Lahore 

■ where some 5,(XX) mourners 
filled the sprawling grounds 
' TTie '^ef .stricken crowd 

■ vrayed air the body was flown 
in. an array-helicopter to his 
home town Faisalabad. ' 

Khan; 49. was to celebrate. 
; .his 5()tii.bir;diday on Aug. 24. 

Tire Pakistani textile city 
'- of Failialabad . was plunged 
' into grief tmd streams of 
. people continued to visjt hi«: 
home, residents said,. . 

Shops and markets were 
clOkSed-and-tte tew-ieu-stall^ 
op^ed. rep^edly played 
one of his, hit.,.songs “Ki.sa>\ 
dt.yar na wichhn^y" (m^ no 
one .suffix the agoriy of miss- 
ing a beloved). . - 
.'. Meanwhile India's media 
and peiforming artists Sun- 
day joined the mourning for 
Kl^ who xymboHsed dose 
cuitur^ relaifdns between 
two. natior)s usually in the 
news fordipiomatic rows and 
- the waiK-tii^'havc fought. 

All leaduig new.spupers 
. earned frontrp^e stories on 
the d«uh Saturday of Nusrat 
Fateh All Khan. 

.■ “It is very unfortunate that 
i . could not sing for such a 
great masic wizard." the 
ftess Tru<U of India quoted 
the nation's best known 
playback . - singer. Lata 
M^geshk^. as saying. 

“He nor only composed 
tunes which were like a new 
breeze to Hindi film music 
-but was a great singer him- 
self," said Ms. Mai^eskhar. 


Course For Training 
Rehabilitation Worker Volunteers 



Three physfotherapl^ and 1 00 ^ ^drapy ptogfammes pla 

the therapists, advise .pa 
about play arid, learning materiah 
. work effectively ^rith parents to s 
, wrthiheir disabled children’^ dev 
ment. ' .. 

. The pre^nt course , was he 
Tafljea _ Commehify - f 
Hehab.fIitation Centre- where 18 ^ 
t^rs were trained. The next coi 


ndnat therapist empfoyed the 
Outreach Team of AFHussein Society 
for the Rehabilitation of the Physk»l!y 
Handicapped Children suocefifuHy; 
completed a series of training courses 
for volunteers working with children 
with physical disabilities during 'the . 
second week of August These cours- 
es were held in Palestinian refugee 
camps and Jordanian villages- The 
courses consisted of theorSicai lec- 
tures and practice sessions. - . 

After the courses, the voiunteers will 
be exp^ed to be . abie to continue 


panned for voluweers from Dei 
S^ed suTd; the surrounding vrtia 

■ T«8 piCtUFS tS Of-th0 COUFS6 D 

jamts tr^nrng ‘as' rehabHitation.i 

teers at Talbea CBRdentre. 

• • 
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Act now, or lose all 

THERE IS apparently no let up yet in the 
deteriorating situation in the West B ank and 
the Gaza Strip despite several efforts and 
interventions the latest of which was His 
Majesty King Hussein’s summit talks in 
Aqaba several days ago and the visit to the 
area of U.S. special envoy Dennis Ross. The 
easing of sanctions being imposed on the 
Palestinians has not contributed enough to 
change the overaU climate in the area. With 
Israel still maintaining its freeze on the pay- 
ment of taxes and customs coUected for the 
Palestinians, the Palestinian National 
Authority fPNA) has not been able to pay 
salaries of 80,000 civil servants and about 
30,000 policemen whom Israel would like to 
see deployed to combat terrorism. Equally 
affected are some 80,000 Palestinian labour- 
ers and merchants who earn their livelihood 
by working in and with Israel. This is not to 
mention the dire economic effects of the puni- 
tive measures still being slammed on the 
Palestinian territories. 

Out of desperation and after running ont of 
options, the PNA is poised to apply sanctions 
of its own against Israel by boycotting Israeli 
goods. With the Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat going on the record as rejecting Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s demand 
that the PNA arrest a number of Islamists, 
the stage is set for a further deterioration 
rather than a relaxation of tension. Arafat 
came very close to predicting an outbreak fit 
a new intifada on a scale that exceeds the 
Intensity of the major Palestinian nprising 
between 1987 and 1993. 

In his meeting at Aqaba summit with the 
Israeli prime minister, His Majesty warned 
that the area lives through a dangerous 
moment The events and developments over 
the past six months are fast pushing the 
region into a new major crisis point from 
wfoch no party may escape unscathed. 

In actual terms, the fortunes of peace and 
the momentum of the peace process came to 
a sudden halt when Netanyahu was elected as 
the new Israeli leader in 1996. Damascus has 
recently stated that there is no hope ever of 
waging peace with Israel as long as the Likud 
Party c^ls the shots in Israel. The Egyptians 
are ^o like-minded in their assessment that 
Netanyahu is simply bad news for peace in 
the Middle East 

Given the hardened position of Israel, it 
seems improbable that U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright would succeed 
where all others have failed unless President 
Bill Clinton acts more forcefully in dealing 
with the Israeli leaders. President Clinton 
most be aware that at least half of the Israelis 
are against their current prime minister not 
to mention the deep divisions among Jews in 
the U.S. and elsewhere. By showing the seri- 
ousness that the situation requires now the 
Clinton administration would risk antagonis- 
ing neither all the Jews of the world nor most 
of the Israelis who believe in peace and are 
wiUing to pay the necessary price for iL 
President Clinton should act now. Otherwise 
everything that has been attained over the 
past six years would go down the drain. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A WRITER for A1 Ra’i daily called on the 
government to launch an intensive, nation- 
wide campaign designed to eradicate illitera- 
cy in Jordan by the year 2000. Between 1991 
and 1997, Jordan's illiteracy rate dropped from 
19 per cent to 13 per cent, according to the 
Department of Statistics, and this is a good 
progress, but it is not enough, said Ghassan 
Abdul Khaleq. The writer said that if Jordan 
wants to enter the 21st century, it should com- 
pletely eradicate illiteracy which delays and 
slows down socio-economic progress. 
Compared to other countries, the writer said, 
Jordan’s literacy rates are quite good, but 
more efforts have to be made to prevent school 

dropouts and to encourage illiterates to 
acquire education, which is offered them free 

of charge. As to spending on science and tech- 
nology, which are vital elements for develop- 
ment, it stands at four and seven per cent, 
respectively, in terms of the gross national 
product, and spending on industry and scien- 
tific research stands at eight and 12 per cent 
respectively, he pointed out. The writer said 
that these are poor rates which can by no 
means help achieve Jordanians’ aspirations. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Jordan might not get on the 
new industrial revolution ttain 


THE NINtlltS have seen a new industrial revolution. 
This time, as some economists would say, the trend in 
developed countries is to “dematerialise” their economies. 

Advanced economies are moving away bom steel and 
coal to microprocessors and software, thus shifting 
emphasis from maDufaccuring to services. Jordan, it 
seems, stands to lose the opportunity to dematerialise and 
become a knowledge-based economy, which would be a 
disaster. The information superhighway and infonnation 
technology may be the only wagon ^at could carry a 
competitive Jordan into the next century. 

The nineties have seen many great changes in the world 
economy; a U.S. knowle^-based economic growth that 
seems to last for ever as it continues into its seventh yean 
a loss of m^ufacturing jobs in most of the industrial 
countries, as 'manufacturing jobs (which pay less on aver- 
age than services jobs) move to cheap labour (developing) 
countries; a demise of regulatory practices in the face of 
the information superhl^way; a blurring of the divide 
between services and manufacturing, as consumer based 
manufacturing is becoming mote service oriented via the 
Internet and electronic mail (consumers can give their 
specifications or measurements to manufacturers through 
the Internet and have their brand names practically cus- 
tom-made and delivered to their place of residence — if 
this is not service, what is?); mid the expansion of the 
international maitet, as the consumer becomes better 
informed about a greater variety of products fiom all over 
the world. 

Jordan, on the other hand, was on the verge of becomi^ 
a telecommunications hub in the first half of the nineties 
and a possible leader in the new industrial revolution. It 
could have gained relative leadership in the area of infor- 
mation technology by doing “all the right moves,” winch 
were so available. But it did noL 

The telecommunications sector should have been priva- 
tised, according to the original plans. Having slowed 
down the privatisation of this valuable sector may have 
given Jordan competitive disadvantage and disabled it 
frDm riding the superhighway. Protectionists and their fear 


of privatisation have led to the slowing of progress in this 
sector, which is the most important sector in the whole 
economy. 

Instead of moving towards competition in the provision 
of basic telephony — which, among other thin^, would 
have guaranteed that the quality of the lines would 
improve enough to make the use of the Internet more 
av^able — the present monopoly continues to operate 
with a “business as usual”, nonchalant approach. Many 
consumers complain that the privatisation of die 
Telecommunications Corporation has made the service 
worse. They cite the mishaps in the billing system, of 
which many people have suffered lately, the repair delays, 
which have become longer than before, as the same cost- 
cutting mentality continues to prevail in the recently cor- 
poratised monopoly; the deteriorating quali^ of the lines, 
which prohibits linkage to the Internet, and the issuance of 
new numbers without proper notification or information 
to callers (iiew numbers are advertised for a day in the 
local newspsqiers; if you do not Ixiy the newspaper that 
day, you will never Imow the new number) is extremely 
harmful to Ixisinesses as they lose orders, etc. But most 
importantly, not having competition may prevent the uni- 
versality — wide avadabili^ — of the basic telephony 
network and prevent the development of a knowledge- 
based economic growth, which is badly needed. 

Jordan’s only hope is in the area of information technol- 
ogy- Its market size is small, relative to Israel and Egypt, 
to justify a competitive advantage in manufacturing. 
Egypt enjoys greater economies of scale than Jordan 
b^use it has more than twelve times the populatioiL 
Israel has a stronger market than Jordan because the 
Israeli gross nation^ product (GNP) is fifteen times bi^- 
er that of Jordan. (The GNP per capita at purchasing 
power parity (PPP), measured in 1994 international dol- 
lars. in Israel, Egypt and Jordan was 15.690, 4,305, and 
4,2W, respectively). 

The information superhighway would make all these 
traditional disadvantages insignificant if only the telecom- 
munications maiket would be liberalised. 


Human Rights File 


Palestinians 
may have played 
the wrong game 


^Reassessing where freedom of 
information ends and right to privacy begins’ 


By Ca^eALane 

" 

LOS ANGELES -- Sitting in 
my home ofhee, what couldT 
find out about you? What 
could you learn about me? 
How deeply could we jxobe 
into each other's lives? The 
answers will [xobabLy startle 
you. 

Within a few hours, with 
only a name and address, 1 can 
find out what you do for a Uv- 
mg, the names and ages of 
your spouse and childieo. vdiat 
kind of car you drive, the value 
of your home and how much 
you pay in taxes ou it. I can 
make a good guess at your 
income. 

There is not a lot of privacy 
lefr, and what Uttle remains is 
disappearing &SL 

As someone who has made a 
living doing research for busi- 
nesses, private investigaUMS, 
financial institutions and law 
firms. I can attest to the fact 
that the Internet has made per- 
sonal data more available, and 
made us more aware of how 
easy it is to have our privacy 
invaded. 

But there are periectly valid 
reasons to seek infonnation 
about others — reasons that 


we are too quick to forget 
when privacy advocates over- 
leact to the rare instances when 
secure computer systems are 
bfokeh intoiiy 

For example, ’what'tf-'jou._ 
want to make sure that the new 
nanny you have hired doesn't 
have a reckless driving record 
or a hislofy of driving under ■ 
the injdueiice? Wtb the click of 
a mouse, using services like 
the American Information 
Network (www.amerixom), 1 
can check almost anyboefy’s 
drivirig records in the United 
States. 

Suppose you want to find out 

Piiiitt Chaiinirtg leaUy owns 
a castle. Services like KnowX 
(wwwJaiowx.com) provide 
property records, stock hrdd- 
ings and lustration informa- 
tion for yachts and priv^ jets. 

If that does not do the job, 
subscription sravices such as 
CDB Infoiek (www.cdbLCom) 
allow searches fix’ prc^ieny 
refinancing, coDSUuctioo 
loans, fictitious business nam e 
filings, federal, state and court- 
ly tax lines, and unifonn com- 
mercial code filings (to locate 
assets that have used as 
security for loans or commer- 
cial transactions). This service 


also will help track bankruptcy 
filings and civil court judge- 
ments. 

Say you are an employer 
worried about being held crim- 
inally negligent if a customer is 
larn^^by one of your 
employees. ..iComputerised 
dambases allow you w. screen 
job t^Ucants for security rea- 
sons, or to verify resume. 

If you are a banker or chief 
executive officer of a national 
collection agency, consumer 
credit databases can he4> track 
assets, debts and investments, 
identify potential clients, 
weig^ credit risks and locate 
“skips'' — debtors who move 
in the hope of evading you. 

You wonder where an old 
friend, lover or deadbeat dad is 
DOW? People-finder databases 
have multipUedL 

It is not a fiee-for-all out 
there. Many on-line databases 
charge a £re. There is a broad 
range of charges, depending on 
the vendor and the market tar- 
geted for business; 

Why shouldn’t we keep aU 
these records private? The 
basic reason is they allow 
us ID check cm officials, identi- 
fy criminals who could be 
placed in positions of responsi- 


bility, and track down debtors. 

When we seek to limit 
access to personal records, we 
must do so with the knowted^ 
that this could virtually erase 
the history of those who hare 
swindled and defrauded people 
before, and make it impossible 
for employers id protect their 
staff, thdr- company's or cus- 
tomers' assets or the public 
from a dangerous or unscrupu- 
lous employee. 

At the moment, it seems to 
me. the ability to access these 
records does far more to pro- 
tect people than to endanger 
them. 

Personal information can 
always be misused. People 
who have bad their credit cards 
stolen know that access to per- 
sonal data can put one in dan- 
ger. Because of this (rend, we 
need to reassess where free- 
dom of information ends and 
the right to privacy begins. It is 
one of the most difficult public 
policy questions we face. 

The writer is author of “Naked 
in Cyberspace: How to Find 
Personal Information Online." 
This article is reprinted from 
the Los Angeles Times. 


By Waleed M. Sadi 

JUDGING BY the events 
that have happened since 
the Madrid coofereuce on 
the Middle East, in 1991, 
the cards have been obvi- 
ously stacked against the 
Palestinian leader and the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) right 
firom the start Tlie b^t 
evidence of this assess- 
ment are the results of pre- 
and post-Oslo accords. 

It is, after alL the out- 
come of any policy that 
determines its soundness 
and credibility, more than 
anything else. 

After nearly four years 
since the Oslo agreements, 
the PNA has really nothing 
to show for. Whedier 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat was deUberaiely led 
astray or into a is aca- 
demic and does not actual- 
ly matter now. What is 
important is that the conse- 
quences of the Oslo pact, 
whether in their current or 
projected state, are disas- 
trous in effect, if not in 
themselves. 

With the benefit of hind- 
sight, Che Palestinian side 
may have committed the 
first cardinal error when it 
opted to delink its negoti- 
ating process from the 
Jordanian side. As it turned 
out, the Jordanian party 
enjoys a much strooger 
bargaining position with 
Israel than the Palestinian 
side. This is demonstrated 
by the relative successes 
that Jordan attained in its 
negotiating process with 
the Israeli side, as com- 
pared with the absolute 
failure on the part of the 
Palestinian side. Having 
opted to put sub-nation^ 
interests before national 
objectives, the Palestinian 
side was left nearly help- 
less andpoweriess to strilre 
an acceptable deal with the 
Israelis. 

The late Prime Minister 
Wasfi Al Tal once told me 
that the greatest calamity 
would Irefell the Arab 
Wald if Egypt opts to go 
at it alone with Israel and 
negotiate a separate peace 
with iL The rest of the 
Arab parties, he cautioned, 
would be rradered an easy 
prey to Israel should that 
happen. “The beads will 
fall loose,” Prime Minister 
Ihl warned, if that 
moment arrives. Sure 
enough, the beads did fall 
apan when Cairo struck a 
separate deal with Israel in 
1979, leaving die other 
Arab parties roost vulnera- 
ble. 

The Palestinian side did 


not help mudi when it, 
too, followed in the foot- 
steps of Egypt and struck 
what it thought was a 
good deal for the 
Palestinians and dieir leni- 
tories. 

Now we an know better. 
Delinking the Jordankm 
bargaining stance from 
Chat of the Palestinians 
the road was wide open ftv 
Israel to do what it wis^ 
with the Palestinians. 
Given the kind of revela- 
tions that Israel has d<^w 
made known about lits 
vision for the final status 
talks, Israel aims to give jup 
responsibility for the mu- 
imum number jof 
Palestinians on the mini- 
mum amount of cenitoi^ 
“coocessions.” Jhe PNA 
is therefore not poised to 
salvage much of the oc^- 
pied territories unless' a 
miracle hrqrpens along the 
way. 

Admittedly, it is too late 
in die hour to roll back past 
events, even though there 
is now a chorus of voices 
in the occupied areas call- 
ing for a more visible 
Jordanian involvement to 
help salvage the situation 
from utter despair Jordan 
has already entered into a 
separate peace treaty with' 
Israel and, seemingly, 
there is nothing that could 
be done now to place a 
Jordanian bet on the 
Palestinian front Jordan 
has got recognised headers 
with Israel and thus suc- 
ceeded in putting an end to 
the Israeli dream for addi- 
tional expansions into the 
At* World. 

Israel has also taken 
from Jordan what it wants, 
most in terms of recogni- 
tion and warm peaceful 
relations, and no amount 
of Jordanian jockeying for 
position, on behalf of the 
PNA is likely to bear fruit 
The PNA is effectively 
on its own now, with very 
little room for manoeuvre. 
The Arab World can still 
apply some marginal in- 
sure on Israel, especially 
Egypt and Jordan, but in 
the final analysis, it is the 
PNA's own baigainiog 
position which will dictate 
the shape and fonn of the 
final Palestinian-Istaeli 
settlement if the parties 
ever arrive at that moment; 
unless, of course, some- 
thing veiy ingenious could 
still be contemplated and 
worked out to reposition 
Jordan in the negotiating 
game so that most if not 
of the West Bank can 
still be retrieved from 
Israeli occupation and 
domination. 


The net should be kept free for business, wealth and jobs 


By Robert D. Honnats 

NEW YORK — With bis call 
for a minimally regulated, 
secure and duty-free environ- 
ment for Internet information 
flows and electronic com- 
merce, BUI CUmon wUl have 
a profound impact on gover- 
nance, the openness of soci- 
eties and the integration of 
economies around the world. 
His “Framework for Global 
ElectrcHiic Commeice,'’ 
unveUed on July 1, can be one 
of his fiindainental foreign 
policy legacies. 

The administration's initia- 
tive can accelerate a process 
that vdll enable hundreds of 
millions of people to harness 
the power of the technologies 
of the emerging g]<^ infor- 
mation netwoik — the 
Internet and the Worid Wide 
Web. By pursuing greater 
openness of eccMiomies to 
flows of infonnation and 
commerce, it will further inte- 
grate national markets. 

And it will lead to the cre- 
ation of countless new jobs in 
an explosion of new technolo- 
gies and the commerce that 
they vdU facilitate. 

Die very nature of global 
production, distribution, 
sales, advertising and finance 
will be permanently changed. 

The framework confirms 
the enormous economic and 


social promise of the Internet 
while recognising thsu gov- 
ernment's greatest contribu- 
tion is to let private individu- 
als and businesses lead the 
way. 

Dte era of big government 
'is over. In the case of the 
Internet it is deemed by the 
laesident to be dowiudght 
counterproductive. 
Government's role should be 
to ensure competitioit protect 
intellectual property and pri- 
vacy, prevent fraud, fb^ 
transparency and facilitate 
dispute resolulion — not to 
regulate. 

But the Internet can reach 
its full potential only if it can 
become truly global. The 
challenge die Unhed 
States is to convince other 
governments of the wisdom 
of its af^noach and to per- 
suade tltem CO implemem 
policies consistent with it 

The time to do that is now 

— before regulators who do 
not understand the unique 
attributes of the Internet 
impose excessive regulations, 
and before revenue-hungry 
govemnieDts seek to extract 
new taxes. Before too long, 
these could become embed- 
ded in national laws and poli- 
cies, stifling the Internet and 
its promise. 

The commerce, information 
and entertainment that flow 


over the Intemet and the 
international lules needed to 
protect intellectual property, 
ensure privacy and fficilitate 
competition, could form the 
waip and woof of the fribric 
that binds societies togedier 
'in the next century. 

But this is far from an 
inevitability. FiisL these soci- 
eties must see an interest in 
weaving that fabric. 

One ^ die greatest obsta- 
cles to creating an open glob- 
al inftxmation environmoit is 
not so much that governments 
resist die economic competi- 
tion it tiiggecs but that tb^ 
are concerned about the soci^ 
and political implications of 
free flows of infonnatiOD and 
ideas across their borders. 
How the cla^ of values creat- 
ed by the Intemet is resolved 
will detennine its long-term 
ecotvonaic prospects. 

For most Americans, living 
as we do in an open society, it 
is axiomatic th^ citizens of 
all nations, like ourselves, 
will be better off economical- 
ly, socially and politically if 
ffiey have access to the inter- 
national information, com- 
meiqal contacts and diversi- 
fied /cultures that the Internet 
provides. To many countries 
it is not 

Hie Ihteniet’s greatest ene- 
mies are government censor- 
ship, regulation and taxation. 


For any number of reasons, 
governments might see fit to 
abuse their powers in each. 

The Intemet erodes govern- 
ment control over informa- 
tion. It joins tbe printing 
press, radio, television and 
die fax 'ui the pantheon of 
technologies of freedom. Of 
diese, it is the most (fispeised 
globally and tbe least control- 
lable. 

It promotes fineedom from 
government as the most influ- 
ential source and arbiter of 
information. It gives citizens 
access to entenamment or 
material that governments or 
private citizens might find 
ofifiensive, a concern shared 
by those in tbe United States 
who sup^ned the 
Communic^bns Decency 
Act (just struck down by the 
Supreme Court). 

Pnsuading governments of 
the virtues of permitting their 
citizens to be on-line and con- 
nected with milfions of peo- 
ple outside their btxrlers 
through the Internet and the 
Web cannot be done by diplo- 
matic pressure or lofty 
iheitoric about the virtues of 
globalisation. 

Moreover, the natural leader 
in selling the Internet and the 
virtues of electronic com- 
merce, tbe United States, is 
hampered because its domi- 
nant position in software and 


hardware, the deregulated 
telecommuoications seaor 
and world-class entertain- 
ment and content makes it 
suspect in some quarters 
abroad. 

To overcome resistance, the 
United States mil need to 
work with advocates of eco- 
nomic growth and reform in 
other major countries — par- 
ticulariy businesses, scien- 
tists, entrepreneurs and stu- 
dents. Its strongest argument 
will be that popular support 
for governments depends 
heavily on tiieir ability to cre- 
ate Jobs and growth. 
Restrictions on flows of infor- 
mation and electrcHiic com- 
merce are incompatible with 
that objective. 

Businesses need real-time, 
on-line infonnation on 
changes in tastes, cost of 
materials, consumers' npjHte , 
competitors’ prices and 
financing opprxtunities 
abroad. They will need to be 
connected to the imemaiional 
infonnation infrastnicture to 
participate in the tens of bil- 
lions of dollars' worth of elec- 
tronic commerce that will 
take place at the turn of tbe 
centt^. 

And the foreign investors 
whom all nations seek to 
attract will require connec- 
tions to global information, 
the worid market and tbdr 


beadquaners. 

America has taken the ini- 
tiative in global institutions 
such as the Worid Trade 
Oiganisation and the OECD 
to set high standards for open-, 
ness of tbe Internet to leadi 
agreements to protect copy- 
ri^ts, patents, trademf^ 
and elecronic contracts, to set 
liihits on regulation and to 
obtain pledges to eschew tax- 
ation of electronic commerce. 
It seeks to develop a '‘uniform 
commercial code” for dec- 
tronic commerce. 

If the major nations accept 
these standards, more and 
more governments now reluc- 
tant to do so will feel com- 
pelled to adhere to than, or 
risk felling behind in this eco- 
nomically powerful technolo- 

hardening intemaiional 
politicaL ideolopcal and ec^ 
nomic baniers, the Beriin 
wall became the most promi- 
nent symbol of the cold war 
era. By pramoring freer ^ob- 
al flows of infonnation. ideas 
and business, tbe Internet can 
become the most prominent 
symbol of the post-cold war 
era. 

The writer is vice chairmaA of 
Goldmaru Sadis (Tnter- 
naiiorud). The above article i^ 
reprinted from The Mi/iisldilg- 
ton Post. 
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Why do we live in terror? 
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By Frank Furedi 

IT Was only a mailer of 
lime hefore Siimcone raised 
the ^aectie of some env-iron- 
men^ peril posed by the 
coiLStniciion of titc Millouii' 
urn Dome in south London. 
Wam>nj?s of impending diS' 
:i.<iitirs are non.’ routinely 
made in lelanon lo almost 
every proposed devclt^ 
inenL So when Greenpeace 
warned that the Millennium 
Dome u-ill be poisonous and 
tlirealened lo disrupt its con- 
struction, it was giving yef 
lUKXher e.vpras<non to soci- 
ety's ifddictiiHi to fear. 

The transfonnauun of the 
New Millennium Experience 
into a threat to the safety of 
the people of Gieenwich fol- 
lows a predictable panem. 
We seem incapable of 
embracing ianovauon or 
new e.\pericnce without 
recastins it us a risk. 

The feiir of risk feeds on 
iisdf. Anti safety has become 
[he fundamental '. aJuc of the 
nen'oas nineties. HanUy a 
week goes by without some 
new danger to tlie individual 
being reported, and another 
Safety mea.sure proposed. 

A nick through recent 
headlines makes the point: 
'Green dome th^t,** 
screams the Mirror. '‘Hor- 
mone linked to breast can- 
cer." booms the Times; don't 
send your children to 
Osford, it is not a saJ'e 
place," cautions the daily 
Telegraph. Even the daily 
Guardian is hooked on fear. 
“Mannies danger to chil- 
dren.” it warned. 

A wide network of chari- 
ties and organisations has 
grown up offering advice on 
dl aspet^ of personal safew. 
The trend, most clearly 
expressed through the tasii- 
tutionalisation of die helpline 
phenomenon, has ma^ a 
major impact on contempo- 
rary culture. 

"What ate the risks?” and 
“wliat axe the side effects?" 
are questions posed to an 
ever-expanding list of sub- 
jects. Such concerns are not ' 
merely e^ressed in relation 
to the hi^-profile dangers 
— BSE. nuclear radiation, 
potential environmental cata- 
strophes. Every new product, 
from the. mobile phone to 
computer games, is invari- 
ably put ihi^gh on anxious 
calculus of risk. There is a 
compulsion to anticipate and 
pre-empt adverse outcomes. 

The "what if' question has 
led experts to speculate 
about the special danger of 
abuse faced by children con- 
ceived by in vitro fertilisa- 
tion l.ivft. The absence of 
any factual evidence has 
failed to inhibit this search 
for the worst-case scenario. 
Reports have suggested that 
some potential parents are 
allowed to go forward for 
rV'F treatment without 
assessing w'hether they could 
turn into abusers of their 
children. 

In a similar vein, the Inter- 
net has been represented as a 
potential site for major 
calamities. There has been 
much press comment about 
so-call^ "cyber-ierrorism” 
and the threat to society's 
moral well-being from 
pomogri^y and paedophile 
rings. Tbeie is even a self- 
help group called Cau^t in 
the Net for those suffering 
from ‘Tmemet Addiction 
Syndrome." 

Once a iHeoccupation with 
safety has been m^ iDutine 
and banal, no area of human 
endeavour can be immune 
from its influence. Activities 
that were hitherto seen as 
healthy and fun — such as 
enjoying the sun — are now 
delated to be major health 
risks. Moreover, even activi- 
ties that have been pursued 
precisely because diey con- 
tain an element of danger are 
now reinterpreted from the 
perspective of safety con- 
sciousness. Pressure groups 
ate de manding that new safe- 
ty measures te introduced in 
mountain-c limbing. 

No biiman experience is 
biunune ihxn fear. We fear.* 
that the lottery will rum 
Biirain into a nation of gam- 
bling addicts. l%ar drives 
parents to spy on their chil- 
dren’s nannies. We fear that 
our difldien will be kid- 
nai^jed by strai^is. We arc 
aatious about bullies in 
schools and in the work- 
place. 

Every hit of public space is 

saturated by fear. S^urity 

has become a major concern 


in ^pitais, .schools, 
universities and duclras* .suig- 
eries. 

in our cars we fear road 
rage. .And even in the privacy 
of our homc.s we fear violent 
men and out-of-control nhxli- 
crs. Research shows that 
althougli an.xieties about risk 
aiu ol ten dispropurtiunaie lo 
the real dangers facing us, 
ihey can have u major impacr 
on the way we conducr our 
lives, nobably it i& small- 
er. rouiine mini-panics — not 
the sensational outburst of 
publicity about flesh-eatiug 
bugs — which have most 
influenced changes in our 
lifc-style. 


Every parent of a young 
infant is plagued by tte fear 
that cot d^th or Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrcaiie 
(SIDS) might strike down 
^eir child. Higinirofile cam- 
paigns publicising the syn- 
drome have ensured that the 
British public is highly sensi- 
tive — sensitised even — to 
this afniction. 

Concern about cot death is a 
frequent topic of discussion 
among new parents. New 
mothers in p^ticular often 
reveal a sense of poweriess- 
ness when confronted by the 
threat to their baby. And yet 
cot death is very rare. Even 
though the syn^me is ill- 
defm^ and is used to explain 
any infant death for which 
.dim is no reliable explana- 
tion, on average fewer than 
400 babies die from it out of 
the 688,000 live births every 
year. 

A report published by Fam- 
ilies Freedom argues that 
it is "ironic chat the concern 
about SH>S has arisen in the 


context of an overall decline 
in infant monalii>’." DKiring 
die past two decad^ the num- 
ber of infant de.'uhs in Britain 
halved from 12 to 6.2 per 
1,000 live births. And yet 
ulonn about the liealth of 
babies is rising steadily, w'ith 
doctors claiming that parents 
ore beixmiing more and more 
anxinwi about the well-being 
of their children. 

Panics about health risks 
hav'e had a disproportionate 
impact on the quolit>' of life 
of women. Toxic shock syn- 
drome rrSS) prov'ides a clas- 
sic example of how' u stutisti- 
calty insignifleunt condition 
was mmed into a major score 


campaign which has aifecred 
the lives of millions of 
women. Public concern about 
TSS has led to significant 
changes in women's buying 
habits. 

TSS was linked to tampons 
after a number of cases in the 
United States occurred in 
women using high-absorben- 
cy tampons — and it remains 
tte case that tampon users 
seem to be particulariy prone. 
Yet ncrfxxiy has esi^lished 
what the link is. Research in 
this area does not suggest a 
casual relation. 

Even pressure groups 
devoted to raising awareness 
about this condition concede 
that :dx)ut half the repeated 
cases have nothing to do with 
menstniaiion at all. Infections 
after surgery are a common 
cause, as are bums and gar- 
dening injuries. Some women 
who are stricken with TSS are 
not even tampon users. 

Not only is the leladonship 
between TSS and tampons far 
from clear this highly publi- 


cised disease is excepuonally 
rare. According lo (be U.1L 
Public Health LaburoKny 
Service, there were only 162 
reponed case^ of TSS in the 
eight years up to 1993. Of 
Ih&se, just over SO per cent 
were related to menstruation. 

X^lien one coasiders that 
[here are about 14 million 
tampon-using mensiniaiing 
women, the chances of get- 
ling TSS from wsing a tampon 
this year is one in 700,000. If 
you are one of the unlucky’ 
few. u further comfort slnnild 
be that the illness is curable. 
Then; were seven menstrual- 
related dcailLs from TSS 
between 1985 and 1993; an 
average of less than one a 
year. 

Tampons, which were once 
a symbol of freedom for 
women, have became stigma- 
ti.scd os a health hazard. 
Afprehensicxis about using 
them are particulariy strong 
among young women — on 
increasing proportion of 
whom are likely to favour 
sanitary towels as a more 
"natural" c^on. 

A similar pattern is evidcni 
in young women's reaction to 
[he oral contraceptive pill. In 
the .sixties and seventies the 
pill was assodaied with 
women's liberation. Yet 
today, following recent panics 
about the pill's .safety, 
women's magazines in 
Britain seem obsessed with 
its drawbacks rather than its 
advantages. The Birth Con- 
trol Trust claims that since 
1993 the use of the pill among 
women in their 2Qs — the age 
when they are most likely to 
have an unwanted pregnancy 
— has fallen by 1 0 per cent 
Sixty per cent of women 
who change from the pill to a 
barrier method are motivated 
by concern about health risks; 
yet the nKidern pill is safer 
than ever. Today’s commonly 
used brands contain a fraction 
of the hormones used by 
women who took the pill in 
the seventies. Women’s 
health is far more likely to 
suffer from unwanted preg- 
nanev than fnxn taking the 
pill. ' 

The culture of fear has had 
a particularly significant 
impaa on women. But as the 
growing popularity of men's 
health magazines indicates, it 
has ncM left masculinity 
untouched. Take the spate 
reports which suggest^ that 
the sperm count of British 
men was falling due to some 
unspecified pollutants. The 
evi^nce was far from con- 
clusive, yet society appears to 
have been dispos^ to leap to 
the worst possible inierpreta- 
tioD. In contrast, a repon pub- 



JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 
PROJECT MANAGER 

GULF OF AQABA ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION PLAN - JORDAN 

Full-time resident Project Manager sought to manage implementation of a pro- 
ject to build institutional and regulatory capacity for marine and coastal 
resources protection in Jordan’s Aqaba Region. Project financing total $3.5 mil- 
lion over three years, with S2.7' million provided by the Global Environment 
Facility. 

Project Manager will be responsible for developing and implementing a man- 
agement plan for all project components including; hiring and training of staff 
for the environmental department; implementation and enforcement of regula- 
tions for ship-based and industrial pollution; finalisation of environmental 
impact assessment/coastal zone management guidelines and application of 
EIS/CZM guidelines to new development actii^ties; establishment of a man- 
aged multi-use marine protected area (MPA) including staff development, con- 
struction and maintenance of MPA facilities, implementation of MPA regulations 
and development of public awareness tools; and implementation of measures 
to finalise ground water pollution from municipal sewage and other land-based 
sources, inter-agency coordination within Joidan as well as facilitation of con- 
tacts with other Gulf-bordering states will be key features of the project. Project 
Manager will also be responsible for preparing progress reports in accordance 
with World Bank/GEF requirements, and for overseeing project finances, 
assisted by a Project Procurement/Disbursements Adviser. 

Qualification should include graduate degree in en\/ironmental field; strong 
executive, and managerial skills, as demonstrated by prior experience in pro- 
ject management, and by strong professional experience in managing interna- 
tional environmental protection and/or environmental development projects. 
English language fluency and computer skills required. Arabic proficiency 
desired. 

Position to commence immediately. Salary negotiable and depends on qualifi- 
cation and experience. For further inquiries and submission of CVs not later 
than August 31, 1997, contact 
Aqaba Region Authority 

P.O. Box 21 
Aqaba- Jordan 
3 314206 tel: 962 3 314200 

Ref: Environment 


^*Every bit of public space is saturated 
by fear Security has become a major 
concern in hospitals, schools, 
universities and doctors^ surgeries. In 
our cars we fear road rage. And even in 
the privacy of our homes we fear violent 
men and out~of~control mothers. 
Research shows that although anxieties 
about risk are often disproportionate to 
the real dangers facing us, they can 
have a major impact on the way we con- 
duct our lives. Probably it is the smaller, 
routine mini-panics — not the sensa- 
tional outburst of publicity about flesh- 
eating bugs — which have most influ- 
enced changes in our lifestyle. ” 



fished in February uhich 
questioned the doom thesis 
contended that ''overall, 
sperm counts have been on 
tte rise since 1971" wa.s bare- 
ly discussed in the medio. 

So why has this inflated 
sense of danger come about? 
Any anempi at on explanation 
must inevitably be schematic. 
But one factor ut play could 
be a collective striving fo 
make sense of the uncertaint)' 
created by fundameniid 
changes in human relations. 
The weakenin'! of traditional 


forms of solidorirv' — family 
and cla.ss — has been widely 
commented on. The conse- 
quence of this pnxress has 
t^n an intense individuation 
of everxdav life, forcina peo- 
pie into situations where little 
can be taken for granted. 

In a u'orld ever more devoid 
of cenaintv’, hitheno unexcep- 
tional encounters are increas- 
ingly perceived as risky, even 
dangerous. It is a world of 
strangers, where safety takes 
on a special meaning and 
where fear acquires a dynam- 


ic of iLs own. 

Commercial factors ma> 
also be operating. There can 
be linie doubt that the culture 
of fear has been seized upon 
by astute entrepreneurs. Prod- 
ucLs and services that are 
linked to risk asoidance are 
doing well. In die U.K., bot- 
tled water has been the fastest 
growth sector in the drinks 
market while die personal 
security and safety industries 
are booming. 

Products are often marketed 
not for w'hai they do but for 


the secuniy diey offer. So cor 
phones .ue :l.^ safety 

ile\-iees to protect women 
who fear \iolem unaeks dri- 
\ing home. N'oi ifi mention 
ilie insunmcc indu.'itiy which 
li^Ls been quick to offer a vari- 
et\ of new poIicicN ag:unsi an 
expanding range of risks frcmi 
rediind;ine\ .u woik to a 
bew ildering variety of possi- 
ble accidenLs. 

The culture of fear is a 
denning leaiure of modem 
Brii:un — and it particularly 
affecLs the \oung. This is not 
surpriNing once those who 
grew up in the eighties have 
been >yMematie:illy e.xposed 
to the con!emp«:«rarv obses- 
sion with risks. 

Tliai is whv voung women 
.tre panieuiarly pnme to pan- 
ics of die pill ujidTSS variety . 
It may also help to explain 
w by a vow ing proportion of 
young men. aged lS-24. is 
opting ii' slay at home and 
live with their families, and 
wily university graduates 
kiolJng for ihetr llrsi job are 
so keen to ask probing ques- 
lion.s about company pen- 
.sions. 

It all sounds very sensible. 
But if young people, tradi- 
tional Iv the most adventurous 
section of die population, 
become more and more reluc- 
tant \o take chances, what 
ftiture is there lor Ssieieiy'.’ 

Of course human beings. 
;uiJ fspeciallv the young, will 
continue lo live on the edge. 
The sadness i.s that we are cre- 
ating a world where e.xperi- 
meniaiion has become stia- 
maiised'. it no longer conveys 
a sense of adventure or hero- 
i.sm. Increasingly, those who 
chance their luck stand moral- 
ly condemned for putting oth- 
ers at risk. Instead of the hero 
we worship the survivor. .And 
a society that celebrates iLs 
ability to surv ive has little to 
offer to those who actually 
want to live. 

Fiwik Fun'Ji teaches setciol- 
ogy tit the University of Kent. 
His ht>oL "Culture of Fear: 
Risk Taking and the MdruHry 
of Li'w Expeelaiion has just 
been published by Cassell. 
This anielc is ivpniiied fivw 
the Gtianiian H'tvk/v. 
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THE GANG’S ALL HERE AT 
THE HARD ROCK! 


Hard Rock Cafe (hard rak ca-fe) n. 1. palace 
of crave 2. amazing food 3. the temple of music 
entertainment 4. award wining casual dining in 

fun-loving atmosphere 5. mission; 








LOVE ALL SERVE ALL 
SAVE THE PLANET 
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8 Economy 


Egypt aims to compete with Asian ‘tigers’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt a 
growing magnet for foreign 
investment wants to conv 
pete with the •‘tiger’ 
economies of South East 
Asia -but has a long way to 
go before it can count itself 
above the rank of develop- 
ing country. Western experts 
say. 

Several reports published 
recently have praised eco- 
nomic reforms introduced 
by Egyptian President Hosni 
Muba^ since last year, 
especially liberalisation of 
the financial sector and pri- 
vatisation. 

The reforms are beginning 
to bear fhiit and Egypt is 
becoming an attractive 
emerging market, they say. 

One study by American 
bank MeriU Lynch, entitled 
“Frorn Ancient Evenings to 
the Dawn of the Reform 
Era,” said: “The foreign 
investor has been persuad^ 
that he will make good prof- 
it on money invested in 

Egypt*" 

Bank President Herbert 
Allison said Cairo was 


poised to become a regional 
financial centre and that he 
plans to open a permanent 
branch in die Egyptian capi- 
tal. 

The U.S. embassy here 
also released a glowing 
report of Egypt’s liberalisa- 
tion programme. “World 
attention is now focused on 
Egypt as an emerging mar- 
ket," it said. 

And the representative of 
the international Monetary 
Fund (IMF) in Cairo, .^Vrvind 
Subramanian, said foreign 
investors now consider^ 
Egypt a safer bet for invest- 
ment than some Asian or 
Latin American countries. 

At the start of the year, 
credit racing agencies Stan- 
dard and Poors and Moody's 
notched up Egypt's ratings, 
especially on its long-leim 
debt, provoking strong inter- 
est from investors. 

The Internationa] Hnance 
Corporation, the main 
source of information on 
emerging stock markets, 
includes Cairo on its index. 

Nevenhless. while prais- 


ing the efforts of Prime Min- 
ister Kamal A1 Ganzuii's 
government which was 
reshuffled last month to give 
a new boost to refbnns, 
experts admit that there is 
some way to go before 
Egypt can conqiete with the 
so-called “tigers." 

The growth rate is forecast 
to rise above five per cent 
this year but it needs to 
reach seven or eight per- 
cent as in many Asian coun- 
tries, before it has a signifi- 
cant impact on unemploy- 
ment and poverty, sdll 
endemic in the country. 

Investments, the main 
source of growth here, 
would have to grow to 35 
per cent of the gross domes- 
tic product fiom the current 
rate of 18.7 per cent 

Foreign investment, which 
has grown to $1.5 billion 
since 1996, SS(X) millioa of 
it in direct investment is 
still insufficient experts say. 

And the privatisatioQ pro- 
gramme designed to attract 
further investmem needs to 
be speeded up, they say. 


f THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN > 

MINISTRY OF ENERGY & MINERAL RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT OF THERMAL POWER PROJECT 
ON A BUILD-OWN-OPERATE BASIS 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

NOTICE FOR PREQUAURCATION OF SPONSORS 
(***RFQ/RR DOCUMENT AVAILABIUTY***) 

THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES (MEMR), an organisation 
of tha Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, issued a Notice for Prequalification of Sponsors in 
mid-Juiy, 1997 (“Prequalificatioh Noti'ce"). announdng its intention to have its next Ther- 
mal Power Project, whidi would include a 400 kV, 132 kV switchyard and suji^xxt facili- 
ties, procured on a build-own operate basis through international competitive bidding 
based on a detailed Request for Proposal document The Prequalification Notice stated 
that MEMR would seek to prequaiify interested firms and/or joint ventures (interested 
Firms") based on “Qualification Statements” and that the prequalification document con- 
taining the requirements for such Statements would be issued in August. 

MEMR hereby announces that the prequaiification document will be available on and 
after August 1 7, 1 997. Interested Firms may pick up the document at the MEMR location 
listed below for J035.000 or USS50, or at the K&M location listed below for USS50. Alter- 
natively, Interested Rrms may contact either of the contact persons spedfied at such 
locations on or after August 16 and request that the prequalification document be sent 
via express courier to the firm for a total fee of JD70.000 or USSI 00 (MEMR location) or ; 
USS100 (K&M location). Payment may be made in cash or by certified cheque or money 
order payable to, in the case of obtaining the document from MEMR, the ‘'Ministry erf 
Energy and Mineral ResourcesT mod in the case of obtaining the document from K&M. 
“K&M Engineering and Consulting Corporation." 

1. K&M Engineering and Consulting Corporation 
2001 L Street, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20036 USA 

Att: Mr. Guy Knowle, Manager of ProcuremCTt Services 
Tel: (202) 728-0390 
Fax (202) 872-9174 

• E-mail: gknowle@mailer. KMEC. com. 

Office Hours: M-F. AM to 5:30 PM. 

2. Engr. Ahmad Bashir 
Secretary General 

Ministry of Energy & Mineral Resources 

P.O. Box 1 40027 

Jabai Amman-7th Cirde 

AmmarKiordan 

Tel: 962-6-828971 

Fax: 962-6-821 398 

Office Hours Sat-Th. 8 AM-2 PM 

Potential Sponsors' '^Qualification Statements” must be submitted on or before 14 hours 
k /\mman time on September 16. 1997, to MEMR at the above address (#2). J 
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Andy Capp 

I HEARD YOU! YOU don't 
HAVETO YELL AT MEi 


Only 46 companies have 
been privatised or semi-pri- 
vatised SO far out of the 314 
firms to be sold off by 2(X)0. 

The programme has 
brought $3 billion into 
Egyptian coffers and is 
expected to make $15 bil- 
lion in total. 

Last week, the government 
announced a new wave of 11 
textile, banidng. electrical, 
cement and oil companies to 
be privatised. 

Some macro-economic 
indicators are in Egypt's 
favour — external debt is 
under control at $28 billion, 
infiation has been pushed 
below 10 per cenL the 
Egyptian pound is fairly 
strong and foreign currency 
reserves, which stood at $20 
billion in May have never 
been so large. 

But to consolidate its eco- 
nomic rise and ward off the 
threat of social tension, 
Egypt will have to build a 
social security system and 
improve its health and edu- 
cation systems, the IMF 
said. 


Israel’s 


economic 

growth 


slows 


TEL AVrV (R) — Israel's 
economy contiDued to sjxjt- 
ter in the secotxl quarter with 
growth in gross domestic 
product (GDP) slovring to an 
annual rate of only 1.6 per 
cenL the Central Bureau of 
Statistics said Sunday. 

GDP increased by an 
annual rate of 2.0 per cent in 
the liist quarter of 1997 and 
by 3.5 per cent in the year 
e^er quarter. 

Fust half growth was only 
1.8 per cent against 4.0 per 
cent in the year earlier peri- 
od. 

The treasury has forecast 
GDP will grow 2.5 per cent 
in 1997. 

Last week, the government 
approved a sweeping pack- 
age of structural lefonns 
aimed at restarting the econ- 
omy in 1998. 

Faced widi rising unem- 
ployment arxi fearing a fur- 
ther loss of jobs, trade 
unions have tiireatened 
labour action to protest plans 
for privatisation and an end 
to several government 
monopolies. 

On a per capita basis, GDP 
declined by 0.5 per cent in 
the second quarter after 
increasing by only 0.2 per 
cent in the first quarter. In 
the first half GDPper c^ita 
fell by 0.4 per cent 
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I WASH T YELLING... I 
WAS EXPRESSING MYSELF 
FORCEFULLY ! 


LET 5 TRY GOING BACK 
TO YELLING., 








-M0RN{N;M'AM' 
LIKE TO BUY 



ONLY SIXTY J HM- JUST AS 1 
CENT^ rt'THOUSHT'BISONES 
basket.' 1 ON TOP, SMAU- 
— ONES ON BomSM/ 


WELL, BERRIES AREGROWIN0 




SY7HET1M6 we GET A- 
B^KETFUl PICKED TUB ' 
J^SrONESONTDP ^ 
TWICE TMB SI2E OF J 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


us Dollar 

OE'Maik.. 0,5498 
GB Sterling 1.6DS5 

CH Franc 0^6636 

JP Yen 0.0085 

.CA Dollar " 0.7192 
rr Lira OJKMW 

NL Guilder 04885 

• ^ 

FR Franc 0.1631 


us Dollar 

Jordan Dinar 14124 
Saudi Rfyal 0 J668 
.'Bahrain Dinar . 2.69 
Qatar Dinar 0.2747 
Kuwait Dinar ' 3.2841 
Emiratn Dinar 0.2723 
Lebanese/1000 0.85 
Egyptian Ojass 

Energy 

Brent 19 l11 13.36 

W.TeXa 20JI5 13S9 

Bonny 13.11 19J8 

Dubai 17^.70 17.85 

UL Gas 0.00 216^10 

Metal Prices 


326.5 

4JST 

427 

1690 

2194 

1520 

611 

6660 


U185 

L9285 

120S9 

1.5490 

1:3070 

1JI23S 

88.77 

0.2966 


A 

0.6217 

0.M16 

0A12O 

04292 

04467 

0i3497 

0.1013 


1J070 

0U8287 


1.2836 

1J0832 

0J)848 

73J0 

244780 


11745 
64J2 
189.75 
77 J4 

m 

ills 

1515.61 
57 J7 
19.12 


Prices 

1J905 

0J7644 

2.2366 

0S221 

1,1844 

a7626 

0.6788 

0.2268 


s at ..... 

1775S4 

976.33 

2856.60 

1177.66 

15.13 

1276.74 


17/08/97 17:20 

2.0471~ 6.1300 
i,1Z59 3J707 
3.2926 9.6601 
136 4J650 

174J7 5.2215 
1:4715 44069 

1142 34502 




3348 334600 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


0.7080 

0.1688 

14780 ! 

0.1946 

24251 I 

0:1926 

04600 

04093 


^ySAftr: 

34504 

54972 

94480 

1.0304 

1^166 

1JD211 

24369 

1.1088 I 


04770 

04325 

0.1005 

14304 

14361 

0.1026 

04450 

0.1115 


34398 
5.1410 
047 
- 9.65 

1145 ; 
04910 
24850 
1.0761 


[svnuvy- 

04045 

04301 

0.0612 

04077 

0.0637 

04829 

0.1979 

04900 


34728 

5.1878 

048 

9.74 

141 

1Z06 

24885 


153940 

2173J3 

41048 

408223 

42243 

5054.19 

41943 


34825 

4.7775 

04019 

84721 

0.9293 

04293 

0.9210 

2.1979 


14858 45449 


SARIyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


Mid-East Currencies 

02666 04850 0.16577 040209 

02723 049527 0.16927 041059 
32841 547372 2.04165 445295 
0.3770 442393 1.64806 4 

14634 34886 1.1576 24081 


314038 

314852 

385405 

311429 

218.67 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid] 


Gold (ox's) 
Silver (oz^s) 
Plenum (o^) 
Air (3 Months) 
CU (3 Months) 
Zinc (3 Months) 
Lead (3 MoMhs 
Nib Months) 


32725 

449 

430 

1695 

2199 

*1525 

615 

6690 


I USD 
I GBP 
JPY 
DEM 
FRF 
CHF 
ITL 


Mdrithg 

549 

6.93 

040 

3.08 

3.18 

126 

640 


5.71 5.61 5.71 

740 721 7.18 

040 048 0.62 

343 3.19 347 

341 344 344 

148 140 143 

6.75 6.73 6.83 


NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

a 

■Tokyo 
' Paris 
Frankfurt 


Coffee (c/Ibs) 
Cocoa (5/ton) 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Whek(^n) 
Soya (c/Ibs) 
.Tea(stg/kg) 
Bartey (S/teh) 
Rice ($/ton) 


Main Equity Indices 
DOW JONES 769446 :24747| 


■ S&P500 
FT-SE 100 
NIKKIE 225 
CAC40 
• DAX 


90041 

48854 

19326.03 

292144 

415246 


<2346 

-1254 

10341 


<7847 


LChh 

-3.11 

-24S 

•241 

044 

-0.08 

-146 


793748 

924.77 

49904 

194664 

2933.05 

420741 


7694461 
90041 
48654 , 
19312.7 
291045 
414547 


541 

740 

040 

348 

34b 

1.65 

6.55 


794243 

924.77 

49914 

19222.6 

292444 

423143 


Energy 

15342 

1541 


145 

2247 

165 

0 


Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 




JOD Cross Rates 






us Dollar 
GB SteHfing 
DEMark 
■ CH Franc 
FR Franc... 
JPYen 
NL Guitder 
FT Lira . 


0.708 

1.1376' 

0489 

04693 

04154 

0.6027 

0I3454 

04981 


Source: Central Bank 


0410 
1.1436* 
04909 
04718 
0.116 
04057 
04471 
04001 
of Jordan, 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 ICtchenware 
5 Impertinent one 
9 Serf 

14 BaRwick 

15 Jacob's twin 
I 16 Similar 

17 Shake sites 

20 Sri- 

21 Neckwear 

22 Scene 

25 Redactors: 
abbr. 

26 Emoter 
29 Bin 

31 Peacel 
36 — comer 
38 D'lamond stats. 

40 Occupied 

41 Vineyard? 

44 Jack 

45 — heat (fie) 

46 Place 

47 Side dishes 
49 Shot 

51 Lady of Spain: 
abbr. 

52 STippe iy sort 
54 Game' for three 
56 Crude sources? 

' 61 Meal on a stick 
65 Engine 
- 68 Toss 

69 Maneuverabie, 


1 l 2 is M 


IS 17 IB 


9 no 111 112 113 


123 124 


126 127 


132 133 134 


156 IS7 




166 167 


by Frederick T. Buhtor 


Puz^ solved: 


70 Garden spot 

71 invited 

72 Haul 

73 Tom 

DOWN 

1 Bucket 

2 Aquatic 
predator 

3 Ybuth 

4 Pillages 

5 Date 

6 Spygp. 

7 Foot 

8 Insect stages 

9 DifRcuity 

ID Actress Raines 

11 Eminent one 

12 Soup vegetable 

13 Hardy 1^ 

18 Incursion 

19 Cor^unctions 
23 Period 


24 Std)sided 

26 on the 
street 

27 Iowa society 

28 Heavy — (loud 
music) 

30 Covered, in a 
way 

32 Literary 
collections 

33 Renassance 
instruments 

34 FefiYsfoU 

35 Conductor 
Zubin 

37 . Russian river 

39 Rises high 

42 Ca^redin 

43 Part of the US 

48 Peddle 

50 Large shark 

53 Bridges 


ESQQE] DCaDD 

□DQQ E3QaSEi] □□□□ 

□□OQ IiaDDQ □□[!□ 

□□□□QaQQQ □□□□ 

□□□□ □□□□ 

. QQDOa DQDDDEJQE] 

□□□□Q GlQaQE] QQQ 

□□□E] □□□QE] QEICIQ 

ODD QDEIQQ □□□□□ 

□□□□□E3QD □□□□□ 
□□□□ DSOQ 
□□□[!□ OdGQDnQDD 

□□QO QQDQQ QQQQ 

□DOS □□□QQ QDQC 

□□no naoHa qdqq 


Senfcas. Inc. 

AA rights raseived. 


55 Spud 

56 GovL watchdog: 
abbr. 

57 Foflowers: suff. 

58 Security 
problem 

59 Tsunami 


60 War memento 

62 Tarry 

63 M'lcrowave 

64 Flair 

66 Afeast — 

famine 

67 Acting Ryan 
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By Thomas S. Piers^ 
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May a» A niw 

can bnng you fine ide*, - h-' "rr, - -rt 
nxlayforgtea^rpn.^ 

ty m the days ahead. You 

should not be enravaga® I ^ 


later this evenin g where 

pleasure is concemed, 
since you warn to s6H 

have fimds available 

GEMINI: (May 21 

June 21) Tiy to look at an 

old difficulty from a kv 
angle today and thereby 
you can come up wi* a 
valid -solution. Tonigjitis 
not a good evening k, 
enierta^ so spend thh 
time with your loved oics 
and relax. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Be careful 
of your health tod^, 
thereby you can be pre! 
pan^ to handle any di& 
culties. CHear up a difBcnj- 
ty with a fellow associac 
so that you can be success- ! 
fill in your career activi- i 
ties. Do not neglect Sk 
condition of your home. 
LEO: (July 22 to Ai^usi : 
21) Emphasise home 
improvement this morn- 
ing and make it nxxe 
attractive. Talk over plats 
for the days ahead widi 
your loved ones later t& 
evening an devise a plan 
of action which will make 
your lives more banoo- 
nious. 

'VIRGO: (August 22 lo 
September 22) Contact I 
one today who has cm- > 
ative id^ and discuss > 
what must be done b . 
make your efforts more : 
productive. Make plans ^ 
early in the day for social- 1 
ising with friend later tins ' 
evening and go to fun 
j locations. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Study at 
alternative route to suc- 
cess today and discuss it 
with one who can assist 
you in makmg it a reality. 
You should not let wooy 
later this evening get tie 
better of you or you could 
defeat the purpose of help- 
ful advice. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) (Set an 
early start today on com- 


2 . 

..:«r 


K?A3 ?CTMH 
.-rs. 7TTVDL. 
A?A5 PEMK. 

?:p5s hi 

PJM CH». C 

ZPiB C 

:.;vTSTOCX ^ 
PlkFER C 
im 


..7 » 


AFJkS PXMH.C 
rsrei 

vrr:*.". MCCM. r 
,-rP.TK=S.MS 
NATL. ZH7J»Z 
-TF. NZV CAB 
iL -cAf njc 


JSZOS CH. X 


3C7F7?:>- ssm." TCTAJJ 


as !77A1 


I 

.u: 


• • f 1 

III 

.li: 


ZAAA 7QS mV 
-"R. rrs-iHv. 
:ar/_ s 

A7A3 FlX.rHV 

Ijrr 

AAAfi POOD 6 . 
-%?A3 r3m..iv 

srza 

PSMK. 
ZTiZZ. KM. 






i, :C7 cr aar* 


pietion of your career , . s?: 

activities which have been 

given by a bigwig. Trust ^ 

your own judgement and ^ 
ny to avoid one who * ■ ^1:!* ''•^" 

wants to slow you downin \ ; I r - -JZ 

achieving your measure of ' -■ « 

success. ' 

SAGnTARIUS; (Now- 

|mber22 to December 21) sB^TTbk uai e 
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Baiif Hani expects Jordanian 
companies to win bigger . share of 
exports to Iraq in second stage 

** A SENIOR Jordanian official- expects. Ac U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee lo process the contracts of Jordanian 
ctwpanie-s, for the second stage of oil-fw-food agreement 
with Iraq, at a pace that would be speedier and easi^ than 
ihfe proc^unes which were takeo during the fin^i stage. 

Mohammad Bani Hani, assistant secret^ general ai 
the Ministry of Indusny. Trade and Supply, said in a state- 


ment that the ministry will stay in conscani contact with 
Jen-dan's permanem reprciemative at the United jNaiions 
lo faeiJitate and expedite obtaining the approvals in a 
shorter period of time. He added that the commercial 
attache at the Iraqi embassy in Amman i% presently con* 
ducting wide*tanging contacts with Jordanian companies 
that intend ip seal contracts with Iraq. Such contacts aim 
at handing interested ponies invitations to parficipaie in 
tenders to supply food, medicines, detergencs and ^oap lo 

Iraq under the agreemem with the U.N. 

I>. Bani Hani announced that the total value of contracts 
that the Sanctions Committee approved and were execut- 
ed by Jordanian companies was $lOU million out of SI 20 
million of contracts won by Jordanian companies during 
the implementation of the first stage. "No decision has 
been taken yet r^arding three contracts for Jordanian 
companies for supplying oils, detergents and soup/* the 
assistant secretary general suicL 

He expected Jordanian companies to win a larger share 
of contracts during the second stage. "We hope this share 
will reach S200 million/* Dr. Bani Hani said. In this 
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regard, wc reiv on the compeiitixe strength of Jordanian 
companies in terms ul'qualit) and prices." 

Industry. Trade and Supply Minister Hani Muiki niL*i 
repiesentudves of Jordanian companies that export in Iraq 
and urged them to participate by competitive offers of high 
(juaiity and low prices. The minister told the representa- 
tives that the govemnteni has appointed full-time person- 
nel at the Jordanian office at the United Nations to foikiw 
tfp rhe requests and process the work for the Jordanian 
companies (AI Dusioun. 

Drug stores, pharmaceutical 
firms want Ministry of Health to 

pay large debts 

THE MINISTRY’ of Health plans to Ixirrovv from the 
health insurance fund to repay debts amounting to JD 1 S.5 
million to pharmacctiiical companies and drug stores. 
Ismail Saadi, the director trf supplies at the ministry told 


AI Ra’i. Hecontirnied that he iniiiisiiy owes JD2..' million 
to the Arab Pliamiaceiilicul Manulaoturing Company. JD.^ 
million to various drug stores. JD7 niillinn to the Jordan 
University Hospital and JEM mil lion in the Royal Medical 
Services. 

The president ol Jordan Phannacisis Assiviaiion hinted 
that medicine and drug supplies to the ministry would be 
slopped due lo the high indebtedness of the ministry. Mr. 
Saadi told the association president that the prime minis- 
ter has promised to resolve this problem w iihin one nionih. 

According to an infoniied source, the ministry is suffer- 
ing I'rmn a difficult (inancial siiuaiioii which, if ci>niiniies. 
will lead to a shonage of medicines and medical supplies. 
The source aiiribiited the shonage L>f drugs to measures 
taken by he Ministry of Finance for accounting purposes 
that has nothing to do with the :ic(ual needs of the ministry. 

He cvplaincil that the ministry submits lists of needs 
based on scieniiftc and accurate statistics but the Ministry* 
of Finance reduces these amounts and. us such, the Min- 
istry- of Health is put in a difficult position. 

The budget allocates JD20 million for drug purchases 
:uid JD4.h million for medical supplies < AI Ra'i). 


U.S. companies plan to invest in Lebanon 


BEIRLH* (Rl — A few pio- 
neering U.S. businessmen are 
alieady opening their brief- 
cases in Beimi. jast iwu 
weeks after a lO-year U.S. 
travel ban on Lebanon was 
lifted, to profit from 


Lebanon’s multi-billion dol- 
lar reconstruction drive. 

"We are looking to invest in 
several projects worth a lomi 
of ubsiut S200 million." Issam 
Beydoun. chainnan of engi- 
neering and construction finn 


jBdn ImislRnnl hrpiintin 
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INVEST IN JORDAN 

Jordan Investment Corporation is inviting tocal 
and foreign investors to buy its whole share 
amounting to 70 per cent of the capital of Airport 
Hotels Company/Alia Gateway Hotel. 

Interested investors are kindly requested to 
receive the terms of reference from Project 
Department Manager during the period (1 8-25) 
/8/1 997 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


the Acc Gniup. told Reuters. 

"We will invest in projects 
such as hospitals, housing. 
vncation;il centres and con- 
sirriciion and we will soon 
open offices in Beirut." added 
Mr. Beydoun. a sp^rkcsnuui 
for five U.S. firms cunently 
visiting Beirut. 

He and officials from U.S. 
companies Dewberry Davis. 
Clark Construction, .Ameri- 
can Medical Consultant and 
other limrs comprise the first 
American business delega- 
tion to visit Lebanon since 
the ban was lifted on Julv .vU. 

m 

U.S. Secretarv of State 

m 

Madeleine Albright .said in 
lifting the restriction thai 
Washington would continue 
to adv ise its citizens against 
any travel to Lebanon. 

Lebanon. seeking to 
improve its image tarnished 



RESTAURANT 

Food fiesta BRUNCH at (jAdiemi 

Come and try our exfra\/aganf Brunch Buffet on Fridays 

& Public Holidays, in our FniiMen 
enjoy a big variety of infemafionqi Food selection . 

From 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Our Buffet Offers: 

Fresh Juices, Cereals & Fruit Yoghurt, Cold Mezza, 
Fresh Salad Bar, All Types of Hggs, Omelets & Pan- 
cakes,Hot Mezza, Faiafel & Mashawi and Fresh Fruits 
All for J. D. 8.500 Adults 

J. D. 4,500 Children (under 10 years old) 

Inclusive of Tax & Service Cbarage 
Join us in our Gairden or on the Terrace or in our Exquisite Air 
Conditioned Pining Room* 

e 

We Welcome You Daily For the Rest of The Week From : 

,4:00 PM - As You Please...' 

We also specialize in ZARB ( Ixrnib & Chicken ) for Dinnner 

By Prior Arrangement 


For Reservation 


b% vears of civil war. suicide 

m e 

bombings and kidnappings of 
Western h'ostaoes. hud for 
yeurs been urging Washing- 
ton to end the ban and is try - 
ing to lure foreign inve.st- 
ment. 

Tlie U.S. delegation has 
held meetings with billion- 
aire Prime Mini.sier Rafik AI 
Hariri and other senior offi- 
cials as well a.s business lead- 
ers to e.vplorc inve.simeni 
oppoiiuniiies in the aniniry 
still recovering from the 
1^75- 1^0 civil war. 

Mr. Hariri is leading a 
niiilti-hillion diillar drive to 
rebuild w;ir-nivaged Beirut 
and repair the badly-dam- 
aged inftastnicruro. a project 
that has lured .sccires of Eunv 
pean companies which have 
cashed in on the rebuilding. 

"We have lost out on bil- 
' lions but it's not too lute. It's 
time for American companies 
to participate in the recon- 
struction." .said Mr. Beydoun. 
u Lebanese who emigrated to 
the Llniied States in 1975. 

"We will encourage other 
American companies to open 
offices in Lebanon." he 
added. 

Mr. Beydotin .said no deals 
had been .signed on his vLsit 
to Lebanon but he and other 
businessmen in the delega- 
tion .said they would try to 
secun^ deals in the short term. 

“By the end of the year we 
hope to Stan on four pnv 
jecLs," he said. “We will look 
for financing from pri\=aie 
investors, banks or the U.S. 
government." 

Larry Keller of engineering 
I and architecture fimt Dew- 
' berry Davis, said U.S. com- 
panies should take a long- 
term view of business oppor- 
tunities here and cautioned 
that anv renewed violencv? 

m 

could impact the inve.snnent 
dimate. 

"If the political situation 
unwinds and any distur- 
bances get out of hand and 
affect stability this would be a 
factor." he said. 

He and others in the delega- 
tion said they felt safer in 
Lebanon than in mtyor Amer- 
ican cities and that they had 
not taken any special security 
measures on their Beirut trip. 
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Jordan Mabketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJxANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18k Gold . 


7n this old love letter, you promised 
to kiss me nonstop forever and ever! 
Did it slip your mind?” 
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AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Alr-Conditioned 
Busses Around Ibe CLOCK 
Every 30 Minute Irom Atxjoil 
to Airport and Back 


Special Reduced Fares a‘ 
1 ^ 500 Fils For Airport Slo't 
and our Frequent Guston'e^s 


For Further Details call ; 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
AbdaH Branch 653313 
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CD-ROM, GAMES , 
SOFTWARE & MUSIC 



' '..SZs' I 





Shmeisani, next to shmeisani post cifice 
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Seles to meet Huber 


in Toronto final 


TORONTO rAPj — Her 
came may have arrived 
fashionably laie. bui when 
Monica S'ele.s decided [b 
dispatch Conchiia Martinez 
in Saturday Du Maurier 
Open semifinal, she did it 
with style. 

Seles, the top seed, 
dropped the opening game 
to the upstart Spaniard and 
had the late-arriving crowd 
in doubt. But Seles broke 
Maninez the nc.\i came, 
climbing back from a 15-iO 
deficit, ;ind assumed a 5-1 
lead en route to a 6-2. 7-6 
iS- 6 > victory. 

Seles will meet 
Germany's Anke Huber in 
the final. Huber advanced 
when Miuy Joe Fernandez 
withdrew after the second 


set. 


"I pla>ed well but 1 also 
had spuns of terrible play 
when she started plavinc 
well," Seles said. -When “l 
needed 1 made .some great 
shots." 

On the road to her third 
Du .Maurier final — aiming 
to be the first to win three 
consecutive titles — Seles 
has shown a penchant for 


going into comers and 
keeping her foes continu- 
ously on the run. 

Maninez beat Seles three 

weeks ago for the first time 
in 12 tries, and said Friday 
that the key wa.s to remain 
aggressive. 

"1 stoned out real good 
(last time), but it took me 
longer to get into the 
match." Maninez said, ‘i 
came close in the second 
seL and in the third, you 
never know." 

In the other semifinal. 
Huber qualified for her first 
Du Maurier final when 
Fernandez withdrew after 
losing the second set 2 - 6 . 

Fernandez took the open- 
ing set 6-3 but dropped the 
ne.xt one to Huber, who al.so 
came back in Friday's quar- 
terfinal against South 
Africa’s Amanda Coetzer, 
the third seed, to win the 
la.si two sets. 

After a visit from her 
trainer, Fernandez had one 
eye on her right wrist and 
the other on the U.S. Open, 
only a week away, and 
called it quits, which means 
she also forfeited her dou- 


bles quarterfinal with part- 
ner Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario, the top-seeded 
open duet. 

Fernandei cited a recur- 
ring tendinitis problem that 
grew worse as the week 
grew older at York 
University's national tennis 
centre. 

"I didn't think her injury 
was going to be that bad." 
Huber said. "She was hit- 
ting quite well, it's a pity. 

"I started a bit slow but 
my serve was already a little 
bit bener by the end of the 
first set. It was hard for me 
to get into the match but I 
played better once I found 
my rhythm. 

Huber, who partners with 
Seles when they play dou- 
bles, has never beaten her in 


Iraqi team 


heads for 


friendly in 


Lebanon 


seven tries. 

'T think there's not too 
much tactic." she said. "Just 
nin as much as you can and 
try to make her move." 

Said Seles: "It's going to 
be a lot of running and hard 
hitting. And winning streaks 
were meant to be broken, so 
mine doesn't mean much to 


me. 





\(ary Joe Fernandez of the United States is tended to by a trainer after injuring her 
wrist during her semi-final match against Anke Huber of Germany at the Canadian 
Open. Fernandez withdrew from the match due to her ii^jury iKeuters photo) 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
The Iraqi national team 
has left for a friendly 
international in 

Lebanon, their first 
meeting since 1988. 
the football federation 
said Sunday. 

The match has been 
arranged as part of 
efforts to soothe anger 
over Iraq’s exclusion 
from the Arab Games 
staged last month in 
Beirut. .An Iraqi volley- 
ball team has since 
also travelled to Beirut 
for a tournament. 

Lebanon gave way to 
pressure from Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia to 
keep out athletes from 
Iraq, which has been 
laigely ostracised since 
its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The Iraqi football 
squad left Saturday, to 
travel via Amman, for 
the match which is to 
be contested in Beirut 
Thursday, an official at 
±e Iraqi federation 
said. 

Lebanon, which last 
played Iraq nine years 
ago in Jordan, has been 
invited along with 
Syria and Jordan to 
play in a four-nation 
tournament to be 
sgged in Baghdad in 
CJctober. 

Iraq has denied 
British newspaper 
reports that its national 
squad were tortured for 
their elimination from 
the World Cup last 
month. 
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200 m2. Consists of 2 salons, dining 
room, living room, 3 bedrooms - one Is 
master, large kitchen, 3 bathrooms, 2 
balconies, storing room, separate facilities. 
Excellent location in Sweifieh - Deir Ghbar. 

For more information, please call; 674127 


FOR RENT 

Three bedroom’ furnished apartment 
Location: 7th Circle. Annual rent: JD6,500. 


If interested, please call 
5535236, 5537506, 079/28555, 
between (8-10 a.m.) & (1-5 p.m.) 
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PYROTECHNIC CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
PYROCHEM - AMMAN 


EL. (962-6) 5531 5S- N03IL: iOTSV 



S. Africa reach World Cup finals 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— South Africa became the 
fourth African notion to 
qualify for the 1998 World 
Cup finals when they 
defeated Congo 1-0 at FNB 
stadium on Saturday. 

Nigeria, Tunisia and 
Morocco secured places at 
the 32-nation football 
showcase two months ago 
and Cameroon or Angola 
will fill the final slot allo- 
cated to the continent today. 

The golden goal came 
after only 14 min utes when 
Philemon Masinga raced on 
to a loose bail and slammed 
the ball high over goalkeep- 
er Brice Samba from out- 
side the penalty area. 

Success came before a 
capacity lOO.fKX) crowd on 
a cloudless day and was a 
personal triumph for coach 
Clive Barker, who celebrat- 
ed his 22 nd victory since 
taking charge three years 
ago. 

Barker inherited a team 
that had won only five times 
in 15 matches aher return- 
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Teams that have qualified for the 32-tcam 1998 World Ciqt in 
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France 

• Defending champion (I) 

Brazil • 

•Africans) • - 

Morocco, Nigeria,, South Africa, Tunisia ■ 

• Asia <3 or 4) ; ' • ' V 

none ^ 
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• CONCACAF (3) 
none 

•Europe (14) 
none 

■ Oceania (Oor 1) 
none 

• South America (4) 
none 
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ing to international football 


in 1992 following three 
decades of apartheid- 
induced isolation. 

Few took the coach seri- 
ously when he vowed that 
his country would win the 
African Nations Cup and 
qualify for the World Cup 
and now both goals have 
been achieved. 

Barker said after the 
match that he would quit 
unless his position is 


upgraded to a full-time post 
and it seems only a matter 
of time before his wish is 
granted 

South Africa peifonned 
well in defence and mid- 
field for long periods only 
to be let down by poor pass- 
ing in a more open and 
exciting match than most 
observers predicted. 

Congo, outsiders when 
the mini-league began. 


fought gallantly throughput 
and Moccbembe Youoga- 

Mouhani and Charles 
Imboula squandered sec- 
ond-half ch^es. 

Substitute Mark Williams, 
two-goal hero of the 
African Nations Cup suc- 
cess. was unlucky in the 
d}^g minutes when his 
&ive rebounded off the 
crossbar with Samba help, 
less. 
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Bjorkman, Moya reach Indianapolis finale 


I 


INDIANAPOLIS. Indiana (AFP) — Carlos 
Moya pounced on a worn-out Wayne 
Ferreira and Jonas Bjorkman took equal 
advantage of Mark Woodforde's fatigue as 
both won places in the final of the S 1 mil- 
lion RCA championships here Saturday. 

Moya, the Spanish fifth seed and 
Australian Open finalist, defeated 1994 
holder Ferreira from South Africa 64, 6-2 
in just 62 minutes. Sweden's ninth seed 
Bjorkman earned an equally one-way victo- 
ry against Woodforde 6-0. 6-2 in less than 
an hour. 

Both of the losets were partial victims of 
scheduling brought on by television pres- 
sure. The first semifinal between Bjorl^an 
and Australian Woodforde began at the 
unprecedented hour of 10 a.m. 

“I didn’t have enough ener^ to compete," 
said Ferreira, who at one point lost eight of 
ten games. 

“1 was more tired mearally than physical- 
ly. But having to be here so early to play 
isn't fair. Both Mark and myself struggled 
because of the schedule. It was not really 
fair. 

Ferreira fell into bed early Saturday 
morning after wiiming a third-set tiebreak 
Friday night to oust Swede Magnus Larsson 
in the quarter-final. 

Woodforde, while playing a day match 
and winning against Andre Agassi, bad to 
compete in night doubles. Unseeded 
Woodforde had been aiming to upset a 


fourth seeded opponent in a row after elim- 
inating No. 12 American Chris Woodruff, 
Chile's Maicelo Rios, the No. 6 and ciowd- 
pleaser Andre Agassi, seeded 14th. 

"It was a struggle to even finish some of 
my service games," said the 31 -year-old 
from Adelaide. ‘1 lost a lot of modon just 
from being tired in my shoulders and my 
legs. It was tough last night playing the 
doubles (which be and Todd Woodbridge 
won).’’ 

Moya won the first set after go'mg down a 
break and getting it back. He then dominat- 
ed in the second as Ferreira's resistance 
faded. 

"I knew that he was tired ftom last night" 
said the Spaniard, his hair cut short — but 
growing back — after serving an obligatory 
five days in Spain's militaiy reserves last 
month. 

"I didn't care that he broke me, I knew 
that I could try to get it back. The second sec 
was easier. I was playing ray best tennis 
with confidence." 

Ninth seed Jonas Bjorkman pounced upon 
Woodforde to earn his second final in the 
Um'ted States this year. The victoiy puts the 
25-year-old Bjorkman into the lop 20 for 
the first time in his career. ‘That’s great for 
me," said the Swede, “ft's been one of my 
goals for Che past few weeks, so I’m 
pleased." 
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APARTMENT FOR RENT 


3rd floor, consisting of 200 m2 , 3 bedrooms, built-in closets, 
3 bathrooms, furnished kitchen, entrance, sitting room with big 
balcony , reception and dining hall, independent central heating, 
electrical and water meters, underground water tank, 
pressurized water system, private parking for 3 cars, lift Ample 
playgrounds and gardens, within A1 - Yarmouk Cooperative 
Housing Society for Engineers, A1 - Rabiah Area, quiet and far 
from the streets noise . 


please Call 672783 


JOB VACANCIES IN SAUDI ARABIA 


% 

A top 100 leading Saudi Company currently have the 
following immediate job opportunities:- 


- Interior Designers. 

- Landscaping Engineers. 

- Irrigation Engineers. 

- Sales Engineers - Contract Office Furniture. 

Candidates should have the following basic 
qualiflcations:- 


- BSc Engineering degree. 

- Excellent command of English & Arabic. 

- Minimum 3 years related work experience. 


interested persons should fax/mail a full CV and recent 
photo to:- 

AL MAKATEB CO., LTD., 

P.O.BOX 962188 
AMMAN - JORDAN 
Tel: 701595/Fax: 681195 



MONACO (AFP) — Tun 
Montgomery, who took 
bronze in the recent World 
Championships, wori ibe 
iOOm at the lAAF Graod 
Prix meeting here on 
Saturday in a field includ- 
ing world champion and 
American compact 
Maurice Greene. 

Montgomery, also third 
in Zurich three days ago, 
was a clear winner in 
9.99sec in a field which 
included Leroy Burrell of 
the USA, who has nio the 
second fastest time in his- 
tory. However, Burrdl 
could only finish a dis^ 
pointing seventh. 

And Namibia’s Fcanlde 
Fredericks beat wodd 
champion Ato Boldon of 
Trinii^d and Tobago iiiio 
second place over 200 m in 
a time of 19.93. 

World 8 (X)m champioa 
and world record bolder 
\Afilson Kipketer hardfy 
broke sweat in w innin g his 
race. 

Kenya-born Dane 

Kipketer, who cashed the 
world record in Zurich just 
three days ago with 
1:41.24, ran a stiB impres- 
sive 1:42.77 with Kenyans 
Patrick Konchellah and 
Hezekiel Sepened second 
and third. 

Kipketer who ' equalled 
the 16-year-old mark of 
1:41.73 of Britain's 
Sebastian Coe in 
Stockholm on July 7 this 
year before breaking it in 
Zurich, is clearly in a class 
of his own. 

However, he almost apol- 
ogised for not going faster 
“Monaco was a little close 
to Zurich.” Kipketer said 
T tried to relax but I can't 
push myself each time." 
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For More 


LARA OR 
TAHA 


^ llooV^ 


Local 
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CINEMA 
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£>HZLADELPHXA 


CINEMA 


TEL:634 144 


Stmn Spielberg 's 


THE LOST WORL 
(JURASSIC PARK) 


Starring: Jeff Goldblum 
& Julian Moore 
Show: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA "2" 



CINEMA 


TEL:69923S 


CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


Jim Carrev ... in 


LIAR LIAR 


Shows; 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


PLAZA 




THE SUBSTITUTE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30.5:00, 
6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


V. 


CONCORD 




CONCORD 

Thtt BOvl« ttYvne of fho Muaer boro 

Arnold Schwarzenegger ...in 

BATMAN & ROBD4 


(12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:301 

CONCORD 




ACE VENTURA 
‘When Nature Cal 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 




J 


K 


Habll & Hislua'h fliMtre 

TEL- 625155 


The satirical play 



AS 


AMNAIAJYAHO 




performance starts at 8:30 p.m. 
The theatre is closed every Friday. 
For reservations call 625155 
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Russian diver Dimitri Sautin perforros during the mens 3>metre springhtHird 
event European Sivimxning Championships in Seville August 16. Sautin scored 
660.69 pninls winning the gold medal (Reuters photo) 


Scottish fans vent fury as 
Celtic hit rock bottom 


GLASGOW (AFHi — 
Celtic were booed o(f the 
pitch on Saturday after 
crashing to a huniiliaiins 2- 
1 home defeat to Dun- 
fermline. 

The Scottish giants are 
rock bottom of the table 
after tailing to tal;e a point 
from their limii (wo games 
of (he new season which 
began with high hopc.s 
amongst the fans following 
the arrivai of coach Wim 
Jansen in the summer. 

Dutchman Jansen did not 
attempt to hide his frusiru- 

liODS. 

"You can imagine my dis- 
appointment tonight. We 
have now lost the first two 
games and given Rangers a 
six-point start,” he said. 

“I think we were the bet- 
ter side before . half-time 
and could have gone in 
maybe two or three goals 
(Ip and gone on from there. 

“But we came Qut of the . 
dressing room and at once 
went down 1-1 and from 
that moment we lost our 


shape.” 

DunfermlineN (famish 
French recovered from the 
disiippfTintment of giving 
auay a penalty to score one 
himself as Celtic's chal- 
lenge faded in (he second 
half. 

Jansen endured a miser- 
able first premier league 
home game as he saw- his 
side's iniijal dominance of 
an apparently routine fi.\- 
ture disappear after the 
interval. 

Dimfcmiline trailed to 
Andreas Thom’s 40ih- 
minuie spot kick at half- 
time, after French had been 
exposed for pace by Henrik 
Larsson and pulled (he 
Swede down. 

But after 46 minutes Tosh 
McKinlay's failure to clear 
the ball allowed David 
Bingham time and space to 
put the pais level straight 
after the restart. 

Then, in the 77th minute, 
a further defensive lapse 
saw Malky MaCkay pull 
down Allan Moore, allow- 



Wrm OMAR SHARF 
STANNAKHiRSCH 


WEEKLY BBIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Neillier vulnerable, be 
South you hfi^ 

*7 CS2a9654 0Q32 *Q8£ 
Ponaer opens the Udeting with two 
no tnnsp. What do you bid now? 

Q.2 - As Soodx, vulnerable, yon 
hold: 

«Q1088 C7A106 04 4AJ874 



Thebidi 
W89T S6Bfa~ EAST 
10 Pus iNT 
Wbat ad»B doyou takd? 


SOUTH 

to 


8 - As South, vulneraUo, you 
hold: 

4Q8 ^72 OQ202 4Q10542 
has 


NQBIH £AffT~ SOUTH WEST 
la Pm INT 
39 Paes ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q;4 * Nettho- vulnerable, as 
South you hol± 

*B5Z CQ QAES7643 4A6 
■ Partner Opens the bidding with one 

DO tnnsp. What do you iwp™^ 

Q. 5 - Ae South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

«10S7«3S 9032 OK95 4*5 

'Hie bidding has pmoeedvd: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
10 DM 17 ? 

What actiim do you take? 

^ 6 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

4AJ83 CRJA4 083 4&Q6 


TTu biddiiv has prtxeeded: 

north east south 

17 FM 7 
What do you bid now? 

Look for answers cm Monday. 










RSSTs' f 

Super deluxe. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, large salon, big kitchen, telephone, 
ground floor, central heafing. Annual rent. 
Location: Um Utheina. 






Villa For Rent(Jubaiha) 


Located-one Km off Jordan University mosque 

• 320 m® Total Area 

• (3) Bedrooms 

. • (3) Deluxe Bathrooms 

• (2) Salons & Dining Room 

• Private garden & entrance 

• Parking facilities 

• Furnished 


Tel. 679878 


AN I^rISNATIWA?TOADW^roMPANY 
CURRENTLY HAS THE FOLLOWING JOB 
OPPORTUNITY: 

ENGINEER ^ 

- READY TO WORK INSIDE OR OUTSIDE 

- FLUENCY IN ARABIC , ENGLIS H AN D R USS IAN 

LANGUAGES IS A MUST INTERESTED 
CA^^5^5A■reS SENT3 TO 

0J80X 5402 AMMAN 11183 JORDAN 


ing French to make amctids 
for his curlier crior wiili u 
w'eli-stnick penalty of Iiis 
own. 

Following thi> loss unci 

the opening 2-1 itcfcal at 

Hiberniun, Jun sen's league 

record now reads played 

(WO. losi iwii — and (he 

Parkhead faithful, fearing n 

record lOtli .succe.vsive (itie 

for rivals Ransers. left 

•• 

Jansen in no doiibl aboui 
their feelings at the final 
whi&tle. 

Elsewiiere. three goals in 
u sL\ minute spell just 
before half-time save hcari.s 
a thumping 4 - 1 victors’ over 
hapless Aberdeen in a dru- 
inuiic niutcii at Tyneca.Ntle. 

John Roberison with u 
penalty. Steve Fulton, and 
Colin Cameron cancelled 
out an earlier strike from 
Aberdeen's Mike Newell in 
a remarkable turnaround of 
fortunes after Aberdeen had 
dominated die opening 
quarter of an hour. 

Substitute Thomas Flogel 
killed off any thoughts of a 
comeback when he side- 
footed home from Stephane 
Adam.s cross with a minute 
remaining. 

St Johnstone bo.ss Paul 
Sturrock warned his high- 
flying players that they can- 
not afford to get Vertigo 
after a 1-0 at Motherwell 
which sent the newly-pro- 
moted side to the top of the 
fledgling Premier Division 
table. 

Roddy Grant’.s 65-minule 
winner gave die Saints a 
victory they de.served but 
Stumick is demanding a 
tougher mental approach. 

*i've explained to the 
players that they must con- 
centrate more and w'ork 
harder at it,” said Sturrock. 

“We Looked apprehen- 
sive in the first 15 and la.st 
10 minutes and the players 
were told that they'll be 
punished at this level if they 
continue to do that.” 


JOC commends Kingdom’s 

results at 8th Pan-Arab Games 

Government to discuss potential sports fund 


By .Aleen Bannayan 
Jonhin Ihiirx Sia/f Rfpomr 

.A.MMAN — The Jordan Olympic 
Coniniitiee i.'iOCi hopes ihai plans 
lo raise a spt.ms fund will finally go 
ahead, after years of delay, when 
the Council of Ministers meets 
Tuesday. 

JOC Vice-Chairman .MouafJaq 
Faw'waz said Minister of Culture 
and Youth Qasem .Ahu Ein had 
promised ivic J(XT board in ir.s 
recent meet ing ih:il he would pur- 
sue efforts to issue a temporary law 
that would create ihc long-awuiied 
fund. 

“Aithoug/.i (his issue wa.s dis- 
cussed in F*uriianiem in past years, 
the lime has come to rmally go 
ahead with it. In the latesfPan-.Arab 
Games iri Be-inii. our national 
teams shtnved that ihev deserw our 
•suppon.” Dr. Fawwa/ said. 

Jordan g-ained more gold medals 
in Beirut th:in in the past 7 Pjii- 
Arab Games altogether, capping 
the best Jordanian parrieipation to 
date since liie event was first held 
In I95.V 

Jordan took a total of 40 medals, 
including ID gold. 8 silver and 22 
bronze, in the two- week-long 
evenL 

The Jf>C meeting commended 
Jordan's performance at the Pan- 
Arab Games, which was sealed 
wiili the soccer team's gold medal 
win. 

“Eveiy body is interested and sup- 
jxjriivc »f our icaiiis after the latest 
results. -Because of the euphoria 
we’re living, now is the be.sr lime to 
CO ahead with funding plans.” Dr. 


Fawwa/. added. 

He said thar invest inc ihr soorts 
fund Would be an cxeeMent vs ay of 
securing eominiious funding. 

C;isli-si rapped federations ha\e 
nut vet paid their duc.s to the JOC lo 
cover part of rhe expenses for their 
participation in the Pan-.-\rab 
Gaines. Dr. Fawwaz said after fed- 
eraiions pay die 40 per cent of the 
expenses they had comniitted 
themselves to paying, the JOC still 
needs JD50.0CX) to cover the over 
JDIOO.OOO incurred cost. 

While the JOC and sports offi- 
cials are evaluating the latest 
results. Dr. Fawwaz said if is 
inipoiiaiK to start work on hosting 
the 9lh Pan- .Arab Games in 2(Xil 
lor 'which die Kingdom received 
approval. Kuwait wa.s chosen as a 
subsiiiuie in case Jiirdaii withdrew 
its bid. 

“Work and plans to prepare the 
necessary infrastructure for hosting 
the P;ui-.Arab Games should start 
immediately." 

"While vve max have the man- 
power and organisational skills, we 
need infrastructure, stadiums, 
sports fjciiiiie.s and hotels. It j> a 
big e’.eiii.'' Dr. Fawwaz added. 

He c.xpiained that Jordanian otii- 
cials should now decide whether 
they v.il! Iiosi the Gaines in 2u01 
since the .Arab Sports Federation 
would rather have Jordan ho.st the 
event in 1999. two years e:irlier 
than .scheduled, lo help teum.s pre- 
pare for the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics. 

Jordan has taken part in all seven 
past Pan-.Arub Games. In Beiniu 
the Kin^idom ftnished ftfth among 


the 19 participating countries com- 
pared to 9ih overall in the 1992 
Pan-. Arab Games in Syria where 
the team earned only 1 gold. 6 sil- 
ver and 6 bronze medals. 

Dr. Fawwaz said cxcellmg ath- 
letes and medal winners would be 
honoured at a ceremony on Aug. 




The ministiy of culture and youth 
and (he JOC have allocated JD 
14.300 as awards which w ill be dis- 
tributed us follows; 

• JD4.500 for gold medallists 
(JD500 each) 

- JD2.-400 for silver medallists 
;JD300 each) 

- JD4.40U for bronze medallists 
(JD200 each) 

- JD 3000 for the sc«ccer team. 

The Kingdom's taekwondo team 

had one of the most impre.ssive 
performances earning a total of 1 3 
medals. 

Zaha Talhouni, Alisar Malar, 
Hussein Tahleh and Rued Nuji took 
gold as .Ali Asmar. Mohammad 
Abul Ruz and Nancy Hindi took 
silver, and Fatima Sayyad, Ahlain 
Bino. Shadi Abu Tafcb. Daoud 
Malar. Ibrahim .Aqel and Moham- 
mad Naw wa!' look bronze. 

The hoxing and athletics reams 
together secured 10 medals. 

The boxers won two gold medals 
through Mohammad Abu Khndijeh 
and Ayinan Al Nadi and three 
bronze through Kama! Abdul 
Majid, Khaldoun Abdul Hameed 
and Basel Hindawi. 

In athletics. Nada Kawar won a 
cold in the discus and a silver 
medal in the shot put: Fakhreddin 
Fuad added another sold in the 


high jump; .Ala' Abdul Hadi won a 
bronze in the triple jump and Amal 
Matari took another bronze in the 
women's marathon. 

In weightlifting. .Ayed Khawaldeh 
became the first Jordanian to win 
three bronze medals: Amer Naiour 
took silver and bronze medals in 
fencing and Mousa Khalaf took a 
silver for Jordan in judo. 

In Graeco-Roman wrestling, 
.Abdul Hakim .Abu Sneineh took 
gold and Ismail Issa .Al Sheikh 
added a silver in freestyle 
wrestling. 

In karate. Na'el Oweimer took a 
silver medal, while teammate .Amid 
.Masoud took the bronze. 

The women's karate trio of 
Nawal Bayyori. Azahir Zuhdi and 
Butheina Mahsiri won three bronze 
medals. 

In table tennis, lyad Maknay and 
.Abdul Aziz Rida took the bronze in 
doubles and added another bronze 
in the team event. 

In WLvmen's basketball. Jordan 
finished fourth, while the men 
came in 6ih. 

The resulLs of the shooting, 
equestrian and swimming teams 
were far from competitive records. 

Hana Majaj took the only swim- 
ming bronze medal making up for 
otherwise disappointing results by 
her teommate.s. 

The equestrian team failed in (he 
Grand Prix event with veteran Hani 
Bisharai eliminated. Ra'ed.Naser 
coming in 9th and Sinan 
Nashashibi finishing 19th. 

In the equestrian leant event, Jor- 
dan finished at a disappointing 7th 
place among 8 competing teams. 


Kafelnikov, Rafter to face off in New Haven final 


NEW RAVEN, Connecti- 
cut (.^FP) — Top seed 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov edged 
past Petr Korda to reach the 

final of the Pilot Pen 
• • 

International on Saturday, 
beating the fifth seeded 
Czech 6-4. 7-6{7-4). 

In the final he will face 
eighth seeded Australian 
Patrick Rafter, who outlast- 
ed British No. 1 1 .seed Greg 
Rusedski 7-5, 4-6. 6-3. 

Both Kafelnikov and 
Korda looked drained by 
the hot and humid condi- 
tions and played slow- 
motion tennis for most of 
their 97-minuie battle. Nei- 
ther showed any great 
appistite for the competi- 
tion. wiili little running and 
fewf lengthy rallies. 

'The heal wa.s a big fac- 
tor'*' .said Kafelnikov, who 
has twice failed to advance 
be'h^ond the semi-finals. "I 
aliliosi hit the wall and I'm 
gl:jd it finished in two .sets. 
It was almost impossible to 
play. 

1 made le.ss mistakes than 
Pt:tr did. That was the dif- 
ference.” 

iThere was only one break 
ot[ serve in the entire match, 
arid that came in the open- 
ing game when Korda 
sirock" his second double- 



Patrick Rafter 
fault. 

Kafelnikov, who hud con- 
ceded just five points on 
.serx'e in the first set. faced 
two break points with 
Korda leading 1-0 in the 
second, but held off the 
challenge. Korda then held 
a sec point at 6-5, but die 
Russian fired a service win- 
ner. 

Korda hit 10 aces, one at a 
very modest 75 inph M20 


kph). He also saved seven 
of eight break points, but 
failed to convert any of the 
three he held and paid a 
heavy price for his stutter- 
ing start. 

“I wish I could start the 
match again and not hit the 
double- fbult, but I did the 
best 1 could today. 1 felt if 1 
could hold him in the sec- 
ond set and win it 1 could 
do something, because he 


was struggling too.” Korda 
added. 

Rafter and Rusedski bat- 
ded in vasUy different cort- 
dicions. playing on a 
refreshingly cool evening 
after rain. 

Although only one break 
of serve settled each set, the 
outcome revolved largely 
around the final game of the 
first set, during ivhich 
Rusedski was called for a 
fool fault three times. 

He became frustrated and 
rolled a ball in the direction 
of the offending linesper- 
son, for which he received a 
warning for unsportsman- 
like conduct. Rafter went 
on to win the game, and the 
set, wi± a forehand down 
the line. 

The Australian seemed to 
sit back after that and lost 
the rhythm on both his 


serx'e and volleys, and 
Rusedski broke to lead 1-0 
with a return off a second 
serve. That was enough lo 
level the match, bur Rused- 
ski struck three double 
faults in the final set to fall 
behind 2-0 and could not 
recover. 

Rafter, who will be trying 
for his first title this year 
after reaching three previ- 
ous finals, was grateful for 
Rusedski's distraction. But 
he was also delighted at his 
own form and claimed be is 
playing as well now as at 
any stage this year. 

“I served very well and 
wa.s very confident on my 
returns. There wa.s a big 
sense of relief though when 
1 broke him in the thiid, and 
be .started to lose it a little 
bit mentally then.” said 
Rafter. 


SEM(-V(LLA F;0R RENT 

Located in a quiet & elegant area in Western Amman. 
Consists of two bedrooms, living room, sitting & dining 
hail, furnished kitchen, indei^ndent entrance, small 
garden, garage, water well & o^ntrai heating. Suitable for 
diplomatic or foreign family. iLocation: Near People's 
Garden - Medical City Road. 

Pfease call owner kt Tel.: 822818 


CAR FOR SALE 


DUTY UNPAID (DIPLOMATIC PLATES), 
LANCER GLX, AUTOMATIC, MODEL 
1995, AIR-CONDITIONING. 



MAJLA INTBRMj^TIONAI. CO. 

ANNOUNCES THE ARSIVAI, OF 


THE FAMOUS LONDON TAXI 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE WEAR EAST WE ARE JUST 
ONE TELEPHONE CALL AWAY 
UPON RE.QUEST 

TAXi & LIMOUSINE SERVICE WITH A DIFFERENCE 

MULB UNGUAL DRIVERS. TQ£P HONE ( GSM }&AIRC0NDrn0N 
WE WILL TAKE YOU ANY WHERE lj^ AMMAN & ML OVER JORDAN 



I»LEASE CALL US AT THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS 
TEL: 736379 MOBILE 079 28898 OR 079 512S5 


xfr / 



Splosh sports & swim wear 
has hit Amman with the wid- 
est range of colors, styles & 
ihe mosf fomous of tmnds. 

Ladies Suiioi Wear 
Latest French Postrioii 
Rerobic Outfits From USA. 


si^n 


QRUSHB^ 

■ - f*. < • -- - 


0dnduJ)oCj 




Street Weor 


: T<£ €39 !074S»: 

'Complex • near Garfield ResL ~ . 
PjO.Box 927304 Amman 11110 - Jordan 




TShe. InternatunuUScfiooC 

Of efiaudfat - S^mmantjontan 


REQUIRES TEACHERS 


* Native Speakers of Engiisb * 

• for 

KG, Primaiy, & Secondaiy English & Social Studies 
for the 1997 - 98 Academic year 
interested candidates 
Please submit your CV. to : 

The Administration Office 
on the school premises located 
near The Atabian Hoise Club - Airport Road 

Tel. 079/55097 - 079/55098 Fax: 962-«97905 

Member of Ute 

SABIS- 


SCHOOL NETWORK 











r-i 




Deluxe furnished apartment. Consists of 2 bi^rooms, 
spacious salon, dining room, modern kitchen, 2 sunny 
terraces, intercom, porter, central heating, telephone, 
satellite, colour TV & video. Location: Jabal Amman - Third 
Cirde -near Al KhaJidi Hospital. Quiet & safe residential 
area, no water problem. 

Gal: 632755 f9aJTir9pin) 669811 (5-9pjn) 


I'ur Sale - liiiiiiatTilale €ai 


Opel Astra, 

September 1995, 11000 km 
A/C, Elec, Wnd, Power Steering 
Stereo, Cash Offer Only 
Telephone 


I 
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Controversy resurfaces in Israel on 
alleged theft of Yemenite children 


TEL AVIV fAFP) — 
Decades-old ailegatioos of a 
stolen b^y racket in Israel 
involving Jewish immi- 
grants tom Yemen resur- 
faced Sunday after an 
alleged discovery that four 
graves thought to bold dead 
Yemeni newborns were 

empty. 

Since some 43,000 
Yemenite Jews emigrated to 
the newly created state of 
Israel around 1950, 
Yemenite activists have reg- 
ularly charged that hun- 
dreds of b^ies ofBdally 
declared dead were actually 
given to adoptive parents of 
European descent 

The allegations have 
added to the difQcult rela- 
tions between European and 
Middle Eastern Jews in 
Israel and are expected to 
gain attention as Israel 
reflects on its past in the 
runup to celebiadoDS next 
year of the 50lh anniversary 
of Israel's creation. 

The issue resurfaced over 
the weekend when Israeli 
television broadcast a video 


showing the excavation last 
week by an official iitvesd- 
gaticHi commission of four 
graves at Tel Aviv's Givat 
Shaul cemetery which were 
supposed to bold the 
remains of dead Yemenite 
children. 

^th relatives of the 

babies present, investigators 
opened the graves and 
found them empty. Wooden 
signs over the graves bore 
the names of Ruttiie Babu, 
Ruthid Cohen. Reuven 
Rafaelo and Moshe 
Mishxaki. 

“There was nothing in the 
graves, no remains, just 
sand, sand and more sand,” 
the mother of one of the 
infants, Ruthie Rafalov, 
said. 

Ms. Rafalov and other 
parents said the children 
were hospitalised more than 
40 years ago when just a 
few mo nths old. The hospi- 
tal later informed them that 
the babies had died, but they 
never produced their bodies 
or any death certificates, 
they said. 


Health officials at the time 
said the crush of new 
Yemenite immigrants, who 
were housed in chaotic tent 
camps, made it impossible 
te fully account for ^ of the 
sickly children who died in 
the ^t months after their 
arrival. 

The governmeot has 
appointed two commissions 
to investigate claims that 
Yemenite babies were 
stolen and put up for adop- 
tion, but of 3,000 adoptions 
recorded during the period, 
only 40 cases were consid- 
ered suspicious enough to 
merit further study. 

The director of the Abu 
Kabir forensics institute in 
Tel Aviv, Yehuda Heath, 
also challenged the conclu- 
sions drawn tom what he 
called the “superficial 
exhumations'' carri^ out at 
Givat Shaul. 

“This proves nothing 
since the bones of newborns 
are exceedingly fiagiJe and 
could have dbintegrated or 
been displaced naturally 
over the years,” be said. 


The campaign to reveal 
the fotes of up to 5,000 
missing Yemenite children 
has been spearheaded by a 
radical, self-proclaimed 
Rabbi, Uzi Mesbulam, who 
barricaded himself with a 
group of aimed followers in 
a Tel Aviv house for six 
weeks in 1994 to press the 
govenunent'into action. 

One of his followers was 
killed in a shootout with 
police and Meshulam is cur- 
rently serving a prison term 
in connection with the inci- 
denL 

According to Israeli press 
reports, a U.S. citizen, 
T^a Levine, is currently in 
Israel claiming that she was 
one of the stolen Yemenite 
babies put up for adoption. 

Ms. Levine told reporters 
that the adoptive mother 
gave her documents admit- 
ting that she had been kid- 
napped in 1949 and put up 
for adoption. 

Ms. Levine said she was 
hunting for her natural par- 
ents and hoped genetic test- 
ing could help fold them. 


Israeli court rejects pig Few 
poster suspect’s appeal 


TEL AVIV rR) — Israel's 
high court on Sunday reject- 
ed an appeal for release 
tom detention by an Israeli 
woman who provoked Arab 
riots *m Hebron by pasting 
posters depicting the 
Prophet Mohammad as a 
pig- 

A courts spokesman told 
Reuters that Tatiana 
Susskind, 26. had appealed 
to go free during her trial. 

‘The court rejected her 
appeal she be set toe until 
the end of legal proceedings 
against her,” a courts 
spokesman said. 

T feel hurt because I haive 
been in detention for two 


months already for things 
that feU within the bound- 
aries of fieedom of speech,” 
Susskind, a supporter of the 
outlawed anti-Arab Kach 
movement, told Israel 
Radio. - - - 

'Tf our country is a Nazi 
state, then: all I am 

prepared for them to bang 
me. So I should be hanged 
and then , they can burn 
books,” Susskind said. 

Last week Susskind was 
declared mentally fit to 
stand trial for plastering the 
pig posters on 5torefix>nts in 
the Palestinian-ruled side of 
the. West Bank city of 
Hebron in June. A lower 


court bad ordered her held 
until the end of her trial. 

Susskmd is accused of 
committing a racist act, 
banning religious sensitivi- 
ties. supporting a terrorist 
group, and. endiingering 
for stoning an Arab car. She 
could face a maximum jail 
sentence of 26 years if con- 
victed. 

The posters unleashed 
Muslim F^e and anti-Israel 
protests in Hebron, a 
volatile town divided into 
Israeli and Palestinian sec- 
tors. Hebron is revered by 
Muslims and Jews as the 
burial place of the Biblical 
Abrah^. 


Lawyer contends Egyptian 
was tricked into confessing 


CAIRO ( AP) — The lawjrer 
of an Israeli-Arab on trial 
for spying against Egypt 
argued Sunday that tte 
Egyptian co-defendant was 
tricl^ by police into sign- 
ing a confession. 

Farid Deeb, the defence 
attorney for Israeli-Arab 
Azam Azam, said that if he 
could prove the Egyptian 
'mnocent, then his client 
would be proved innocent, 
too. 

Azam and Emad Abdul 
Hamid Ismail, an Egyptian 
schoolteacher, were arrested 
late last year in the alleged 
spying conspiracy. Both 
have pleaded innocent 


Two Israeli-Arab women, 
Zahra Yousef Jreis and 
Mona Ahmad Shawahna, 
are being tried in absentia. 

At Sunday's hearing, Mr. 
Ded> said that Ismail, who 
wmked at a factory in Israel, 
had a relationship wife Jreis. 
The lawyer said she had 
seduced him and that he bad 
hoped to many her. 

Ded) said, however, 
that Ismail eventually grew 
suspicious that the woman 
was attempting to lure him 
to spy for Israel and went to 
Eg>^an security officials. 

Mr. Deeb cited police 
reports saying that Ism^ 
was told tiiat if he wrote 


down what happened, be 
would be freed. But instead 
he was detained. The police 
reports were not made avail- 
able to reporters. 

Prosecutors have charged 
tiiat the two women are 
Israeli agents who recruited 
Ismail to spy on Egypt. 

Prosecutors say that 
Azam, who worked at a tex- 
tile company near Cairo at 
the lime of his arrest in 
November, allegedly gave 
Ismail women's underwear 
soaked in invisible ink to be 
used for writing secret mes- 
sages to IsraeL 

The coun adjourned the 
bearing to Monday. 


turn out 
to clean up 
Lebanon’s 
coastline 


BEIRUT (R) — Few people 
turned out Sunday for a cne- 
day can^gn to clean up 
Ld^anoa’s badly polluted 
Meditoranean ' beaches, 
organisers said. ^ 

^lunteers taking part in 
the canqraign to clear die 210 
kilometies shoreline of nd>- 
bish said tb^ were bitterly 
dis^rpjinnted at the poor 
turnout 

Th^ had been hoping 
thousands would pitch in and 
help. 

‘i am shocked because we 
woe expecting more than 
25,000 people to take part 
but it ended up with few tens 
here and diere,” said EUe 
Awn, leader of volunteer 
team at Nafar AI Mawt, east 
of Beirut 

Tt's because people still do 
not feeT that they are con- 
oemed in cleanmg their 
shore,” he added. 

Enviioninental groups and 
other non-govemmentai 
bodies organist the cam- 
paign with sponsorship tom 
the envirooment minisiry 
and help fiom the embassies 
of sev^ odier Mediter- 
ranean countries in Lebanon. 

“People are convinced that 
if th^ do clean the seashore 
teday it will be foil of 
gait^ the next day,” said 
Rania Korban, a volunteer at 
Ramlet Al Baida in west 
Bdiut 


A ^creature’ fished out of sea remains in 
freezer with no interest from authorities 


By P. V. Vtvekanand 

Special to the Jordan Times 

BAHRAIN — It could be a 
sea monster, a rare specie of 
fish, a creature tom outer 
space, or a total hoax alto- 
gether. But what 
Mohammad Yousef Obaid, a 
Kuwaiti municipal employ- 
ee, fished out of the sea on a 
family outing a week ago is 
definitely strange. 

Mr. Obaid, 35. says be 
found the creature floating 
face down in water. August 
S, as he was fishing in the Al 
Fantas area of die Kuwaiti 
shoreline at around 1 1 p.m. 

“First I thought it was a 
dead human body and want- 
ed ro call police,” he 
recounts. “But then I 
thought let me detemune for 
myself what it was and so I 
turned it face up with a 
stick.” 

‘*1 was shocked to see that 
the creature, or whatever, 
had a strong resemblance to 
humans,” says Obaid. ‘T 
could see that the body was 
dis'mtegrating but could dis- 
tinctly spot the strange skull, 
remnants of eyes, ears and 
mouth, spinal cord and 


pelvis.” 

The creature could have 
been dead for about a week 
or more, aoconhng to Mr. 
Obaid, who adds that as he 
pulled the skeleton to the 
shone, it broke into three 
pieces. He took home die 
skull and spinal cord (which 
remained attached to each 
other) but foe rest of foe 
creature's body was missin g 
when he went back to get it 

The skeleton is one and a 
half metres long; it has a big 
mouth, two nostrils, two 
eyes and two ears which jut 
out of the skull resembling a 
Chinese dragon or even foe 
“devil” as portrayed by 
artists. 

Mr. Obaid, a fefoer of five, 
says he is k^ping foe skele- 
ton in a di^ toeser ^ 
home. “But it has turned 
black now,” be said 
Satiiiday. The municipal 
worker says he approached 
several research centres in 
Kuwait with the story, but 
“no one seemed to tate me 
seriously.” 

“It is no hoa.x,” swears Mr. 
Obaid. T tfiinlc it will be a 
big shame if such a rare find 
goes unjnvestigated.” 








til?. 















DIVA IN LEBAN ON: Spanish Diva Montserrat Caballe takes a break as she 
waits for technical problems to be resolved Sunday at the Beit Eddine festival 
in Lebanon (AFP photo) 

Spanish diva thrills 
Lebanese audience 


a 

-Spla 


BEIRUT ( AFP) — Sp^'sh 
Diva Montserrat Caballe 
foriUed a Lebanese laudi- 
ence with a captivating per- 
formance at a 19th cehtuiy 
palace perched on a cliff 
overlooUng the green val- 
leys southeast of BeiniDt. 

The world-famous sopra- 
no performed a repertoire 
Saturday night mostly from 
Rossini. Puccini, Banbieri 
and Massenet in ^eit 
Eddine's open air gfneat 
court before a facade:j of 
candle-lit ^hed windows 
surrounded by a gallery of 
arcades. 

She amused the audier ce 
by laying down on the mae- 
stro's p^iura during a : 0- 
min ute interruption caused 
by technical sound prob- 
lems after singing her fii*st 

Iran’s £ 


Aria. 

Ms. Caballe, accompa- 
nied by the C^ro 
Philharmonic Orchestra led 
by famous Spanish conduc- 
tor Jose Collado, also sung 
duets with her daughter, 
soprano Montserrat Marti. 

The audience gave a long 
standing ovation at the end 
of the show, and Ms. 
Caballe performed at least 
three encores to please the 
crowd. 

The singer has thrilled 
audiences with a repertoire 
of over 100 operas in foe 
world's greatest opera 
bouses. 

Ms. Caballe made her 
international breakthrough 
in 1965 when she was 
asked at short notice to 
learn the title role in 


Donizetti's Lucrecia 

Borgia for a performance 
in Gamete Hall. The New 
York audience gave her a 
20-minute ovation after her 
first aria. 

The soprano also per- 
fonned at the opem'ng cere- 
mony of foe 1992 
Barcelona Olympic games 
— seen by two billion 
viewers worldwide — a 
song from a joint album 
with the late rock star 
Freddie Mercury. 

Lebanon's seventh Beit 
Eddine arts festival from 
July 1 1 to August 30 also 
featured two joint concerts 
by U.S. jazz singer Dee 
Dee Bridgewater and 
soprano Wilhelm jna 
Fernandez, who starred in 
foe opera movie “Diva." 


Iran’s j^atami journeys 

1 

on road full of trouble 


WM: 


TEHRAN (R) — Iraniah 
President Mohammaa 
Khatami will have to fight 
hard against entrenched con- 
serw'ative opponents to sov; 
economic and social reform; 
in the ]S-year-old Islamii: 
republic. 

Analysts and diplomats said 
on Sunday Mr. Khatami faced 
stem political chaUengeti] 
daunting econcvnic problem^ 
and huge expectations — ^ 
especially amcmg banian 
youth and women — for 
social change. 

“Everywhere he looks he 
must see trouble.” said one 
Western diplomat 'in Tehran. 

Earlier speculation that Mr. ! 
Khaiami might be able to' 
bring about major foreign pol- : 
icy changies — pait^ularly 
wifo.tbe United States — have . 
faded as the conserv^ves and 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei have shown no 
signs of weakening their 
strong grip on foreign policy 
and foe main institutions of 
govemmenL 

“Paiiiament and foe conser- 
vatives generally is making it 
clear that he (Kkuami) has to 
work with their ccMisenL..there 
is no way, fo^ are saying, that 
foe president can ignore their 
views,” a diplomat said 

Mr Kh^^ is expected to 
make an early strike at domes- 
tic refonn with foe appoint- 
ment of vice presidents to 
womm and youfo afte wlio 
wiU tedinically be in the c^- 
net but not subject to vetting 
by a consoYative-Ied parlia- 
raeoL 

In his first nationwitte tele- 
vised Ixoadcast last week. Mr. 


' Khaiami called for the cre- 
ation of formal political par- 
ties. an independent press and 
said attention should be paid 
to the fxoblems of the young 
and women. 

Mr. Khatami's first major 
contest since being sworn in 
as president on August 4 
begins on Tuesday when 
Iran's majlis, or pariiameDt 
starts to semtinise his 22 nom- 
inees for cabinet 

Getting his cabinet through 
is seen as vital to set the tone 
and the reforraiog potential of 
his four-year term. 

Analysts said Mr. Khatami 
has ali^y given way to coa- 
serv^ve pressure over his 
apperntments to intelUgence, 
d^ence and foreign ministers. 

Conservatives are expected 
to resist Mr. Khatami's 
oppointmenLs at the culture 
and interior ministeries, two 
key posts that wOl be vital if 
Mr. Khatami is to deliver on 
hJs promises of more fiee- 
doms and a society based on 
the rules of democractic laws 
and civil rights. 

“President Khatami has now 
taken a risk of nominating 
I Abdullah Nouri for interior 
ministry , and AtaoUah 
Mdhqerara for...miTiistry of 
; culture,” the ban News report- 
!■ ed on Sunday. 

’ Mr. Mohajerani has 
' jeoome a lightnii^ rod for 
ronservative opponents for his 
ajppoit of direct talks with the 
Jnited States in 1990. Under 
■ his criddsni, the 43-year-old 
listorian and vice-president 
jnder Rafsanjani. hus felt it 
I lecessary to clarity his views 
on talks with Wo-sliincton. 


“Now the situation has 
changed and under current 
circumstances I reject even 
holding talks wifo the U.SJ' 
Mohajerani told the official 
IRNA news agency. 

Looming large over the fac- 
tional in-fighting is the harsh 
reality of tte banian economy 
which is afflicted by rampant 
inflation, profiteering and 
widespread uneinploymenL 

Oil revenues — which form 
40 per cent of total govem- 
ment revenue — are already 
running behind budget fore- 
casts and the country's food 
suj^ly situation is becoming 
worrisome. 

Though the economy is 
growing at a healthy annual 
rate of four to five per cent and 
Tehran's foreign ddsts reined 
in. daily life for millions of 
Iranians remains a daily battle. 

“Solving the economic cri- 
sis, espraally high prices, is 
my main expectation of the 
piesidenL" s:ud Hojjat, a 33- 
year-old metal workshop 
worker, bitroducing more 
social changes and relaxii^ 
the intrusion -of religious 
police in daily peoples' lives 
are also major hqies amemg 
Iran's young and women. 

T do not mind wearing the 
hejab (Islamic dress code). I 
do not really want satellite 
television. 1 want is 
when 1 am in public I can talk 
to whoever f wont to without 
intimidation tom the police," 
said one young female Tehran 
woiker. *1 want them to leave 
me alone so 1 can relax when 
I'm at home, on holiday ot 
walking through the streets.” 
shesciid. 


Arafat says Israel is 
'Greater Micronesia’ 

NABLUS CR) _ 
Palestiniaa President Yassa 
Arafat, his peace moves 
with Israel mired in 
crisis, referred to foe 

state as the tag bttifoer of 
foe scaneied Pacific 
pelago of Micionesia. “The 
world les^nded [to new 
Israeli settleinmt in Arab 
east Jerusalem] in 
United Nations by a majori- 
ty of 134 to tfarce countries: 
Micronesia, greater 

Micronesia, and America,’' 
Arafat said in a speech in 
foe West Bask town of 
Nablus, counting foe coun- 
tries o£F on his fingers. Tbe 
tiuee nations to vote a gnimpt 
an April 25 U.N. General 
Assembly resoluticMi cc»- 
demning Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyaroin 

Netanyahu's settiemeot 
policies were Micronesia. 
Israel and foe Urtited Scues. 

Swedish kids eat their 
way into Gmimess 
. Book of World Records 

SUNDSVALL, Sweden 
(.AFP) — Neariy 700 chil- 
dren tom Swedm ate foeb 
way into tbe record books 
Sanmlay, chewing 5,000 
metres of licorice cords in 
eight minutes and 25.75 
seconds, organisers said. 
Tbe 673 children, who beat 
the Guinness Book of 
World Records' time by 25 
seconds, accomplished tbe 
feat during an outdoor fair 
in SundsvnIJ, in northern 
Sweden. Each child ate, oo 
average, mc»e than 7.4 
metres of candy. Many of 
foe children reportedly 
complained of stom- 
achaches later. 

Elvis lookalike runs 
i 100 hits in 10 hours 

I PAWLISH, England (AFP) 
— British Elvis Fan G^ 
Jay finally stopped singmg 
late Satui^y ator lockiiig 
through 100 of foe King's 
hits in 10 hours — reported- 
ly breaking foe world record 
for the feaL Holiday camp 
worker Jay, 33. claimed he 
earned a place in foe record 
books for notching up 10 
hours of singing hits like 
Blue Suede Shoes, Love Me 
Tender and You Ain't 
Nothing But A Hound Dog, 
beating foe former record of 
seveo-and-a-half hours set 
by U.S. singer Alvin 
Pfestley. 

Bon Jovi, Stewart’s 
heads almost melted 

LONDON (AFP) — 'I^vo of 
foe hottest names in rock 
found things getting a little 
too warm for comfort 
Saturday as temperatures 
soared in what loc^ set to 
be one of foe most sizzling 
British summers of the cen- 
airy. Organisers of a star- 
studded concert at London's 
Wembley Stadium had to 
pop foe beads of rock leg- 
ends Rod Stewart and Jon 
Bon Jo\i in foe fridge after 
their heads began to melL 
The “stars" were actually 
waxworks borrowed tom 
London's Rock Circus for 
foe concert to accompany 
their real-life doubles, who 
were perfonning hits from 
40 years of rock. 

Andretti’s new 
wine company 
is ^high octane' 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Retired race car driver 
Mario Andretti has teamed 
up with a former tt^ execu- 
tive of a retail empire to 
form a wine company with 
high-octane plans. In 
Januaiy tbe Andretti wine 
group bought a 2l-heciare 
winery in Napa Valley, 
northern California's fabl^ 
grape-growing region. 

Andretti's Partner, ex- 
Kman head Joe Antonini, 
says the partnership has its 
eye on other wineries with 
foe goal of producing, mar-- 
keting and mass-dismbut- 
ing premium wines such as 
Merlot, Sangiovese an(i 
Pinot Noir. The Andretti 
Wuie Group sold 5.(X)0 
cases during the first half of 
this year, and another 
10,000 cases are .set to be 
bottled by next June. 
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